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Background: In France, it is currently recommended to immunize against HPV only girls, with two exceptions:
males under 20 years in case of immunodepression (since 2014); and male under 27 years in cases of sexual
intercourses with men (since 2016). We aimed to determine whether men having sex with men (MSM) were
immunized in France, and to what extent this resulted from an opposition to vaccine, or a lack of offer.
Materials/methods: We electronically diffused on various social medias between October 7th and November
27th 2018 an anonymous questionnaire targeting MSM in France. Apart from sociodemographic data, we explored
perceptions of vaccination in general, vaccinal status for HPV and hepatitis A, and past vaccine offer by physicians.
Results: 1629 participants completed the questionnaire (age 35.2±11 years). 90.5% declared having only male
partners, and the others mostly male or mostly female partners. The use of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) was
reported by 17.8%. 40.5% were aware of the HPV vaccine recommendation; 7.4% had received this vaccine.
Among those who were concerned by the age-based vaccine recommendation (being 26 or younger in 2016),
15.9% were vaccinated; in this age class, this proportion was higher among those under PrEP (50.0% vs 12.7%,
p<0.01). 89.8% had a general practitioner, whom they informed of their sexual orientation for 49.1%. 90.2% of
those having a general practitioner declared that he/she had never evoked the vaccine (with no difference
between those in the targeted age class and the others). When asked whether they would accept to receive the
vaccine, 41.2% answered “yes, absolutely” and 30.9% “rather yes”. Concerning their perceptions of vaccines in
general, on a 1-10 scale, they rate “being in favor of vaccine” 8.7±2, “vaccines are useful” 8.9±2, and “vaccine are
dangerous” 3.1±2; there was no difference in these scores according to vaccine status. 50.7% had received the
anti-hepatitis A vaccine; this proportion was higher in those vaccinated against HPV (p<0.01).
Conclusions: The vaccine coverage against HPV is low in MSM, even in those concerned by the age-based
recommendation. This appears to result more from a lack of offer than an opposition to vaccine.
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