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Background and Aim
Community and healthcare associated infections are a significant health burden and are a priority for the National Health Service (NHS) in
Scotland. NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) currently hosts a wide range of infection related data on behalf of NHS Scotland. The NHS
Scotland Infection Intelligence Platform (IIP) is being developed to improve patient outcomes and reduce harm from infection through
innovative data integration to support clinicians across the NHS in Scotland.

Methods
The IIP will support clinicians by providing integrated information on infection (for example by combining risk factors, demographics,
healthcare activity, medicines use and clinical data) by linking together the many strands of national and local infection information collected
across NHS Scotland. NSS has been tasked with the development and implementation of IIP and is supported by a broad coalition of
clinicians and national stakeholders.

What this will mean for clinicians and patients
Better use of our national and local data through a “collect once and use often” approach will enable better, faster and more efficient
information provision to clinicians to improve care, reduce harm and reduce variation across NHS Scotland. The attached case vignette
details the type of questions the IIP will be able to answer to support clinicians to provide safe, effective and patient centered care.

What this will mean for the service and Scotland
The creation of the first Infection Intelligence Platform in the UK is an exciting innovation in the prevention and treatment of infection and
confirms Scotland’s position as a world leader in healthcare informatics.

