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ESGNI Spring 2026 Newsletter

Dear colleagues,

In this Spring 2026 ESGNI Newsletter, we would like to share some updates and calls with you.

ESGNI ESCMID Global Business Meeting
Join Us at the ESGNI Business Meeting!

We warmly invite you to the ESGNI Business Meeting at the ESCMID Global Congress 2026 in
Munich.

Come connect with colleagues, exchange ideas, and be part of the discussions shaping our future
activities in infection prevention and control.

) Sunday, 19 April 2026 | 09:30-10:30

? Room 12, ICM (1st Floor)

®™online: https://key4events.zoom.us/(/82226767818?pwd=JF4W7IDDg3o0tNAFwyVFeOQbjQVI
PwM.1

We look forward to welcoming you, onsite or online!


https://key4events.zoom.us/j/82226767818?pwd=JF4W7lDDg3otNAFwyVFeOQbjQVlPwM.1
https://key4events.zoom.us/j/82226767818?pwd=JF4W7lDDg3otNAFwyVFeOQbjQVlPwM.1

ESGNI at ESCMID Global 2026

Join us for the IPC sessions ESGNI is collaborating on:

Hall ICM 13b | 18/04 | 08:30 - 10:30 CEST CME
2-hour Symposium
Hall ICM 13a | 17/04 | 16:15 - 18:15 CEST CME
2-hour Educational Session
08. infection &
control
Biofilms, the hidden threat in healthcare
08. P & environment: unveiling detection, control
control and prevention strategies
Enhancing infection prevention and control PR o o ol o
through implementation science: the Infections (ESGNI)
REVERSE experience This two-hour symposium will address the complex nature of biofilms as they appear in
various healthcare settings. A deeper understanding of the structure, lifecycle, and
Organised by y P (ESGAP), Swiss Soclety for Infectious. environmental adaptability of biofilms is essential for effective management and
Diseases (SSID), y Group for ), EUCIC Steering eradication. The session begins with a focus on biofilms on hard surfaces, examining why
5 . s : . " T traditional cleaning methods often fail. It then turns to biofilm formation in plumbing
f rol
e e ot implemeniation ciencein infectionpreventon snd Conirol RG] and antibicte systems, highlighting the risks posed by microbial growth in hospital water infrastructure.
stewardship (ABS) is still in its early stages. REVERSE, a trial funded by the European Union's " i
Horizon 2020 programme, involves 24 acute care hospitals from four European countries with The discussion continues with the role of biofilms in chronic, non-healing wounds, and
high ¢ < d (HAI i concludes with their impact on catheters and other medical devices, where they can
igh rates of and healtt - s). It aims to compromise treatment and patient safety.
investigate whether the sequential implementation of an IPC and an ABS practice bundle,
based on i i rtation work, is feasible and sustainable and leads
to better IPC and ABS implementation and HAI rates than a basic implementation condition.
This d session will ine how i ion science can be embedded into IPC Hall ICM 5| 21/04 | 10:00 - 11:00 CEST CME
strategies and discuss the i of organisati culture on il rtation. It
then explores the importance of boundary spanning, connecting across disciplines and Thour Symposium
departments, to enable change. Finally, the role of leadership in driving and sustaining IPC
improvements is addressed.
08. infection &
contro!

Decoding resistance: the new ESCMID
guidelines to halt transmission of
multidrug-resi Gram i

This session will present the recent update on ESCMID guidelines to prevent the spread of

MDR-Gram negative bacteria. It will provide a comprehensive and practical overview of the

key recommendations and discuss the evidence underpinning them. The speakers will offer

practical for in diverse h settings and will address the
and facili f i idelis into effective local practice.

Call for proposals for ESCMID Global 2027

We warmly invite you to submit session proposals for the upcoming ESCMID Global, taking
place in Stockholm from 9-13 April 2027.

Please review the available session types and ensure that your proposal includes a clear
background and rationale, as well as suggested speakers and chairs. We strongly encourage
consideration of gender and geographical balance, and we particularly welcome the inclusion of
emerging experts in the field.

Session type Structure

Scientific Programme

Keynote lecture (60°) 45" talk + Q&A

Keynote lectures target a broad audience. The 1 speaker
speakers are leaders in their fields and present a | 2 chairpersons from two different countries
state-of-the-art review of a specific topic to a




broad audience (specialists and non-specialists).
Topics should introduce cutting-edge science on
“hot” topics in CM/ID.

Keynote Scientific interviews (60’)

Interviews feature two experts taking the role of
interviewer (chairperson-moderator) and
interviewee (keynote speaker), discussing
current experience and future challenges in CM
and ID. The interviewer and interviewee may be
known to have different opinions on a specific
topic or to have taken different approaches to
tackle a similar situation.

45-50’ interview + Q&A

A speaker and a chairperson from different
countries

Symposia (60’ / 120’)

These symposia convene renowned speakers
from all over the world and cover a wide range
of topics in the fields of clinical microbiology,
infectious diseases, infection control and
prevention or public health. Symposia can
consist of an overview of recent scientific
developments and research results, provide a
review of the literature, or present as pro/con
debates. The latter is typically a 1hSY. Multi-
disciplinary symposia covering fundamental,
translational, applied and clinical aspects
altogether are encouraged.

One-hour 2 talks of 25’ + 5 min Q&A
symposium each
2 speakers from two
different countries
2 chairpersons from two
additional countries
Two-hour 4 talks of 25" + 5 min Q&A
symposium each

4 speakers from at least
three different countries

2 chairpersons from two
additional countries if
possible

Educational Programme

Meet-the-expert Session (60’)

These sessions involve two speakers (named
“Experts”) and commonly target a smaller
audience. The topics should have practical
relevance. The session should allow discussion
with the experts and include the exchange of
personal views, direct interaction, and
discussion of cases and experiences on a matter
(e.g. “how best to ...” sessions).

2 speakers from different countries delivering
short talks (10-12’ each), followed by lively
discussion and audience engagement on a
common topic. No chairperson.

Educational Sessions (120’)

Educational Sessions host review talks and/or
case studies that lend themselves to
discussions. The goal of this format is education
through interactivity while focusing on the core
topics of CM/ID/IC/PH. Individual talks should
be complementary and cohesive within the
workshop.

4 talks of 20’ each + 40’ discussion
4 speakers from three different countries

2 chairpersons from two additional countries (if
possible)

In special circumstances, 3h Educational sessions
may be considered




Collaborative proposals with other ESCMID Study Groups or societies are highly encouraged.

We look forward to your ideas and contributions in this Google Drive folder until 7 May 2026.

Thank you for your efforts and time.

ESGNI Webinar Series

ESGNI is pleased to announce the continuation of its quarterly webinar series. The upcoming
session will take place on 5 June 2026, in collaboration with EUCIC and will focus on sustainability
and infection prevention and control (IPC).

Title: Sustainability in IPC

Speakers:
e Hanne Hvingelby — Aarhus University Hospital (Denmark)
“Building a bridge between sustainability and infection prevention and control”
e Ermira Tartari — University of Malta (Malta)
“Safety and Sustainability in Harmony: IPC Through a Planetary Health Lens”
Further details, including the registration link, will be shared in due course.

***We would greatly appreciate your input on topics for our upcoming webinars.

Please share your suggestions via the link below:
https://forms.gle/p1R3aTJVZ5zNXtgeb

ESGNI & EUCIC collaboration

ESGNI is pleased to announce its collaboration on the module of the EUCIC Certificate Program
2024-2026:

Healthcare Worker Safety: Prevention of Occupational Infections in Clinical Settings —
Online (On-demand) | 15 January—28 February

We are delighted to contribute to this important educational initiative supporting excellence in
IPC across Europe.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qd-SQEQpJTAbQaYDJ6E-sw-D4Ukge6KDLbgu9Zfo3Lk/edit?tab=t.0
https://forms.gle/p1R3aTJVZ5zNXtge6

With our kind regards,
ESGNI Executive Committee
Walter Zingg, Chair
Cansu Cimen, Secretary
Mireia Puig-Asensio, Treasurer
Emine Alp Mese, Education Officer

Ermira Tartari, Scientific Officer

ESGNI is on Bluesky!
Please follow us on Bluesky by clicking this link:

https://bsky.app/profile/esgni-escmid.bsky.social



