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Message from the ESGMAP Executive Committee

Dear ESGMAP members,

As we approach the end of the year, we would like to wish you all a joyful holiday season and a
happy and healthy New Year. Thank you for your support throughout 2025, both during the initial
phase of establishing the Study Group and in our first shared activities.

Even though this is the inaugural year for ESGMAP, we believe it has been a highly productive one
since the formal approval of the Study Group on 3 March 2025. We are pleased to share a brief
overview of our activities and achievements:

e Scientific contributions: ESGMAP supported one published paper, with an additional two
manuscripts currently under review.

e Educational initiatives: We supported a Postgraduate Course proposal together with
ESGEM. This has now been officially approved for 2026. This marks an important step in
strengthening training opportunities in plasmid and mobile element research.

e ESCMID Global 2026 proposals: ESGMAP contributed to the submission of eight sessions
for ESCMID Global 2026, developed in collaboration with multiple Study Groups and
Committees. We are proud that two of these were accepted.

e Research funding: ESGMAP supported a Research Study Group grant application, which
unfortunately was not funded.

e Webinars and outreach: We co-hosted a successful webinar with ESGEM and hosted our
own three-part webinar series, Plasmid Comparison and Typing in the Long-Read Era,
featuring leading experts and excellent attendance.

Looking ahead to 2026, we are excited for several important milestones:

Launch of the ESGMAP Slack Workspace (see information below).

The first official election of ESGMAP EC representatives.

Ouir first open business meeting at ESCMID Global 2026.

Support for the International Symposium for Plasmid Biology, 7—11 September 2026 in
Berlin.

e The first Postgraduate Course, Tracking Plasmids for Clinical and Public Health Use. More
information will follow in the first newsletter of 2026.

We look forward to another impactful year together, where the goal is to strengthen the network and
collaboration.

Warm holiday wishes,
The ESGMAP Executive Committee
Adam Valcek, Alessandra Carattoli, Kristin Hegstad, Elisabeth Grohmann, and Louise Roer
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ESGMAP membership is still growing

As of November 2025, the number of ESGMAP members has increased to 368, with more than 100
new members joining in November alone.

We are delighted to welcome all our new members and invite each of you to actively engage in
ESGMAP’s activities, discussions, and initiatives.

ESGMAP’s mission is to advance the understanding, detection, and control of mobile elements and
plasmids through interdisciplinary research, collaboration, and education.

With a rapidly expanding community, the ESGMAP Executive Committee has explored new
mechanisms to support this mission and strengthen communication and collaboration among
members.

Launch of the ESGMAP Slack Workspace

We are excited to announce the launch of the ESGMAP Slack workspace!
This new platform is designed to strengthen our network by making it easier to share knowledge,
ask questions, foster collaboration across groups, and connect in real time.

How to Join the ESGMAP Slack Workspace
The Slack workspace is exclusively for ESGMAP members.

To ensure proper access management, we kindly ask you to join using the email address
associated with your ESCMID account. This allows us to verify your membership and connect
you correctly within the network.

Join here

If you need to use a different emall please contact us beforehand at esgmap.sg@gmail.com
What you will see when you join

When entering the workspace for the first time, you will land in the #1-welcome channel. Here you
will find a brief introduction, the purpose of the workspace, and links to recommended channels and
useful resources.
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# publications_supported_by_esgmap =) Welcome to ESGMAP on Slack!

# events Dear members,

# opportunities Welcome to the ESGMAP (ESCMID Study Group for Mobile Elements and Plasmids) community workspace!

2 This Slack is our shared hub to connect members, exchange knowledge, and collaborate on everything related to plasmids and mobile genetic elements.

Purpose

# announcements

® Scientific Discussions This space is designed to:

# literature-share e Share announcements from the ESGMAP Executive Committee (EC)
s CEErTTEdEs o Discuss science and methods in mobile element and plasmid research
o Exchange papers, tools, and datasets

e Build collaborations, mentoring links, and community connections

# discussion-mges

We look forward to seeing you in the new workspace, and to even more shared insights,
discussions, and collaborations.

If you have any questions, please contact us at: esgmap.sg@gmail.com
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Educational activities

Webinars

The ESGMAP web symposium series began with a talk by Dr. Henrik Hasman, who provided an
excellent introduction to the tools, challenges, and opportunities in plasmid sequencing. This was
followed by a presentation from Dr. William Matlock, who introduced new insights into modelling
plasmid evolution.

The series will conclude on Monday with the talk:
Studying plasmid relatedness and evolution through structural variation

Speaker: Dr. Daria Frolova
Date: 15 December 2025 at 12:00 CET

https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WWN_AeVV_sgoQzqg6DgmceY_1cg#/reqistration

Remember to sign up before the webinar.

ESCMID Global updates

Although ESGMAP was only recently established, we successfully submitted eight session
proposals in the beginning of May, for ESCMID Global 2026. The proposals were developed in
collaboration with six different Study Groups or Committees.

Accepted sessions

We are very proud that two of our proposed 2-hour Symposia have been accepted and are now
listed in the Preliminary Program for ESCMID Global 2026.

2-hour Symposium
Mobile elements and plasmids in Gram-positive pathogens: new frontiers in structure, function and clinical
impact

Chairs:
Kristin Hegstad (Tromse, Norway)
Marc Stegger (Copenhagen, Denmark)

Conjugation and host-range in Gram-positive plasmids: barriers and bridges
Elisabeth Grohmann (Berlin, Germany)

Linear plasmids in Enterococcus faecium: adaptation, mobility and AMR spread
TBA

The adaptation of staphylococci for clonal success
Maria Miragaia (Oeiras, Portugal)

Resolving the dynamics of mobile genetic elements in Gram-positive pathogens
Jukka Corander (Oslo, Norway)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Mobile Elements and Plasmids (ESGMAP), ESCMID Study
Group for Staphylococci and Staphylococcal Diseases (ESGS)
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2-hour Symposium
Barriers, drivers and maintenance: molecular mechanism behind AMR gene mobility

Chairs:
TBA
Jozsef Soki (Szeged Hungary)

Barriers to gene transfer: restriction-modification system, CRISPR-Cas and exclusion
TBA

Plasmid-host co-evolution that stabilises antibiotic resistance
Javier Dela Fuente (Madrid, Spain)

The evolution and transmission of multidrug-resistant Escherichia coli and Klebsiella pneumoniae:
complexity of clones and plasmids
Alan McNally (Birmingham, United Kingdom)

Antibiotic resistance plasmids in a One Health context
Michael Brouwer (Lelystad, Netherlands)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic Infections (ESGAI), ESCMID Study Group for Mobile
Elements and Plasmids (ESGMAP)

We look forward to chairing our very first sessions at ESCMID Global and hope to see as many
members as possible in Munich.

Please remember that ESGMAP will provide two travel grants for ESCMID Global 2026.

Further information about eligibility criteria and application procedure will be shared in upcoming
communications.




