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MESSAGE FROM THE ESGIE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

As we approach the close of 2025, it feels like
the right moment to pause, look back, and
appreciate the remarkable journey our study
group has undertaken this year. What began as
a period of growth has evolved into a year of
intense activity, consolidation, and collective
ambition.

The year 2025 has been particularly productive,
allowing us to strengthen our identity within

ARl s 2 ESCMID and lay the groundwork for a promising

and impactful future. Over these months, we
MEMBERSHIP REPORTS have advanced our commitment to high-quality
ONGOING PROJECTS education, scientific collaboration.

_ _ In this final newsletter of the year, we share
2025 in perspective highlights of our recent activities and provide a
glimpse into the exciting opportunities ahead.

NEWS IN BRIEF
We look forward to continuing this shared

journey in the coming year and to further
expanding our vibrant community.

HOW TO JOIN ESGIE

ESGIEEXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Prof Dafna Yahav (Israel), Prof Marco Falcone,
(Ttaly), Dr Gaetan Gavazzi, (France), Dr. Niccolo

Buetti (Switzerland), Prof Jordi Rello (Spain)



We are proud to see ESGIE
becoming stronger every year,
but our growth depends on all

of us. Help us continue to
expand our community by

encouraging your colleagues
and collaborators with an

interest in infections in older
adults to join ESGIE and
contribute to its activities.

ESGIE - A Growing and

Consolidated Community in 2025,
Leading Together into 2026

"’} ESCMID

Study Group for e
Infactions in the Elderly ®
ESGIE

L



P Pk o= ki C
RS e IoTo R

ONGOING ESGIE PROJECTS —
RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS

The ESGIE group is actively engaged in cutting edge research
to accomplish our mission.

We aim to address critical hallenges in infections among the el-
derly.

We imv/ite interested researchers and institutions to collaborate
with us on the following on-going projects.

Dalbavancin as Suppressive Antibiotic Treatment
Pl: Aurelien Dinh - Recruiting patients

* Astudy exploring the use of dalbavancin as a long-term
suppressive therapy in elderly patients.
* Contact: claire.roubaud@chu-bordeaux.fr

ESCAPE-10 Study
Pl: Jordi Rello - Recruiting patients

* Epidemiology and Determinants of Outcomes of Severe
Community-Acquired Pneumonia in the Elderly.

* Investigation of epidemiology, risk factors, and outcomes in older
adults.

* Contact: jrello@crips.es

Practices on Antibiotic Use in Geriatric Patients (Sri Lanka)
Pl: Dr. Veranja Liyanapathirana

* Explores patient knowledge, expectations, and misconceptions
about antibiotic use in older adults.
* Contact: Veranja.Liyanapathirana@med.pdn.ac.lk




2025 in perspective... Looking ahead
2026

The year 2025 has been a landmark year for ESGIE.

Our Study Group has strengthened its scientific output, expanded its
educational reach, and continued to grow as a collaborative hub for

all professionals interested in infections in older adults.
Scientific activity

Scientifically, this has been one of our strongest years yet. ESGIE
members contributed to four major publications, including a large
multicenter cohort on mortality in older adults with hospital-acquired
bloodstream infections, an original study exploring sex-related
differences in intubated patients with community-acquired
pneumonia, and two high-quality reviews on pneumonia
management in older adults and challenges in long-term care.

Educational activity

Our educational activity has been equally vibrant. We led or co-
organized a rich series of webinars with partner Study Groups—
covering urinary tract infections, respiratory viral infections and their
complications, vaccination strategies in older adults, antimicrobial
stewardship in long-term care facilities, and the use and misuse of
antibiotics at the end of life

Preparing the future

We also contributed actively to the upcoming ESCMID Global 2026
program, with three session proposals accepted and a fourth placed
on reserve.

With enthusiasm ESGIE is already preparing new initiatives
to strengthen collaboration and share scientific energy.

We are excited to keep growing together in 2026.




News in Brief

ESGIE Publications
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Review Article )
Infections in long-term care: Challenges in an ageing Europe U

Jordi Rello “:"*¢, Niccold Buetti “%¢, Hagar L. Mowafy <"
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This is an opinion review highlights the growing challenges faced by long-term care
facilities (LTCFs) as ageing populations increase care demands and the burden of
healthcare-associated infections and antimicrobial resistance. WHO, ECDC and CDC
provide infection prevention and control recommendations, most are adapted from
acute care settings and fail to address the unique structural and social
characteristics of LTCFs. Heterogeneity across facilities, limited high-quality
evidence, workforce constraints and surveillance gaps further hinder effective IPC
implementation. The review calls for unified, evidence-based, LTCF-specific
guidelines that prioritize surveillance, staff training and practical, adaptable
strategies.

The Joumnal of Infectious Diseases @IDSA
SUPPLEMENT ARTICLE OXFORD

The Care Continuum of Patients With Influenza in the
Post-COVID-19 Era: A Position Paper

Stamatis Karakonstantis,'**° Theodore Lytras,"® Siran Keske,’ Sotirios Tsiodras,**° Lea Papst,”*® Petros loannou,"**® Petar Velikov,*®

Linn Persson Berg,'""® Giulia De Angelis,”"™° Virginie Prendki,"">">° Cornelia Adlhoch,"® Pasi Penttinen,'® Jordi Rello,'®'9202122%

Gaetan Gavazzi,®% Subhi Malhotra-Kumar*® Chrysanthi Skevaki.** Michele Slafkosky® and Barbara Rath®#%®: on hehalf of the European Society of
Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) Study Group for Respiratory Viruses (ESGREV) and Study Group for Infections in the Elderly (ESGIE)*'®

This position paper explores how care pathways for respiratory viral infections must
evolve in the post-COVID era. It highlights the importance of placing the patient at
the center of care. From the first symptoms of influenza-like illness through full
recovery. There are several shortcomings in current practice, including delays in
accessing healthcare, fragmented care pathways, and insufficient follow-up
recommendations. This article outlines practical ways to address these gaps and
provides updated guidance on diagnosis and management for patients with
suspected influenza, aiming to strengthen continuity of care and improve patient
outcomes.




Other news in brief:
Webinars

Joint ESGIE-ESGREV Webinar on Complications of Respiratory
Viral Infections

The joint ESGAP-ESGIE webinar held on 2 December 2025 brought together leading
experts for a highly engaging session chaired by Jordi Rello (Spain) and Virginie
Prendki (Switzerland). The event featured three focused talks covering key
complications of viral respiratory infections: cardiovascular complications presented
by Sotirios Tsiodras (Greece), pulmonary complications discussed by Despoina
Koulenti (Greece), and secondary bacterial and fungal infections reviewed
by Siran Keske (Tiirkiye). The session concluded with a dynamic Q&A, reflecting strong
participation and interest from the audience.

Joint ESGIE & ESGREV & EVASG webinar: How, when, what -
should | vaccinate my elderly patient?

This webinar on Vaccination Strategies in the Elderly, held on 4 November
2025, attracted strong interest and delivered high-quality discussions. Chaired by Roy
Chemaly and Oliver Epaulard, the session explored key aspects of vaccination in
older adults. Paraskevi Fragkou (Greece) opened with an overview of vaccines for
respiratory viruses in geriatric populations. Fiona Ecarnot (France) followed with
insights on optimizing vaccination strategies beyond the annual influenza shot. The
webinar concluded with Sibel Sakarya (Turkey) addressing booster fatigue and vaccine
hesitancy from behavioral and policy perspectives. The event generated excellent
engagement and active audience participation.

ESCMID Webinars — An Opportunity for
Continuous Medical Education

All ESCMID Study Group webinars are available on the ESCMID website,
offering a comprehensive archive of high-quality educational content. These
sessions showcase the scientific rigor and excellence that characterize
ESCMID’s training activities, covering a wide range of topics led by

international experts. You can explore the full collection at:
https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-groups/webinars/

Please follow the ESCMID website for ESGIE upcoming
collaborative webinars planned for 2026.



https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-groups/webinars/

ESGIE at ESCMID Global — Munich 17-21 Apr 2026

Looking ahead to ESCMID Global 2026 (Munich, Germany 17-21 April), ESGIE
will be actively represented in several scientific sessions, including symposia and
educational meetings on antimicrobial stewardship in older adults, severe pneumonia,
and multidrug-resistant pathogens. These contributions highlight ESGIE's strong
integration within ESCMID and reinforce the importance of infections in the elderly as a
key research and clinical field. We warmly invite all members to join and support
ESGIE’s initiatives in Munich.

i ) ESCMID Global
Munich, Germany
17 - 21 April 2026

See you next year in
Munich!

Wa hope that you hiase enjoyad catching all
the in the field of infect ~heck our




How to join ESGIE

Membership in the ESCMID Study Group for Infections in the Elderly
(ESGIE) is free and open to all ESCMID members interested in infections in
older adults, regardless of background, profession, or level of experience. You do

not need to be a researcher or physician to join, and trainees are especially
encouraged to participate and expand their network. As with other ESCMID
Study Groups, members may join ESGIE alongside additional groups according to
their interests.

https://members.escmid.org/research-projects/study-groups/join-escmid-study-
groups

Be part of ESGIE and contribute to advancing knowledge and practice in
infections in the elderly within the ESCMID community!

Publishing on behalf of ESGIE

All manuscripts are welcome to be considered for publication on behalf of ESGIE.

Manuscripts must be approved by the Executive Committee or a designated writing
group and should reflect a collaborative effort among members.

At least 3 ESGIE members from 2 different countries must be included as
authors, with ESGIE affiliation listed.

The phrase "on behalf of ESGIE” should appear in the author list, or ESGIE should
be clearly mentioned in the title.

All conflicts of interest must be declared according to ESCMID standards to ensure
transparency and scientific integrity.

E-mail to Prof Jordi Rello (Science Officer): jrello@crips.es

wishing you all a peaceful end of the year and a healthy, fulfilling year
ahead. Thank you for Your continued collaboration and commitment to our
Study Group.



