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Dear team,

Following the momentum from our vibrant and productive presence at ECCMID 

in Vienna, the ESGIE continues to thrive as a hub for collaboration, research, 

and education in infections in the elderly. Our group was actively involved in 

multiple sessions and shared important work that highlights our growing impact. 

We now count more than 350 members, reflecting the expanding interest in this 

field.

We warmly invite new members and initiatives: ESGIE is your platform—an 

umbrella under which clinicians, researchers, and educators can work together 

to address key challenges. If you have ideas or want to get involved, this is the 

perfect time to reach out. Many exciting projects and educational activities are 

underway, and your contribution can help us do more.

Let’s work together!

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  E C
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The ESGIE community is experiencing unprecedented growth 

and consolidation. 

As of April 2025, we are proud to count 359 active members, a remarkable

increase from approximately 100 members in 2024.

Our group was formally evaluated as part of the ESCMID internal 

review process. 

We achieved a total group score of 229.75 points, placing us solidly in the middle

range among all ESCMID study groups. While this is an encouraging result that

acknowledges our expanding activity and visibility, we are fully committed to

continuous improvement.

Our objective is not only to grow in numbers but to enhance the 

quality, scientific output, and collaborative strength of our 

network.

Thanks to your involvement, we are firmly on the right track. ESGIE is consolidating

its role as the reference point for infections in older adults within ESCMID.

Let’s continue this path together!



Comprehensive management of pneumonia in older patients.

Putot A, Garin N, Rello J, Prendki V; European Study Group of Infections in the Elderly Patients (ESGIE)..

Published in:Eur J Intern Med. 2025 May;135:14-24. 

doi: 10.1016/j.ejim.2025.02.025. Epub 2025 Feb 27.PMID: 40021428

This review analyzes pneumonia as a major cause of death and functional decline in older adults, often 

presenting atypically, which complicates diagnosis. Traditional diagnostic tools like chest X-rays are frequently 

inconclusive; CT scans and ultrasound can improve accuracy. While bacterial causes have been most 

studied, viral pneumonias—especially from influenza, SARS-CoV-2, and RSV—are increasingly recognized. 

Treatment decisions rely on diagnostic probability, disease severity, and patient-specific factors such as frailty 

and comorbidities. Empiric antibiotic therapy is common, with shorter regimens now validated for non-severe 

cases. Comprehensive care, including management of comorbidities and palliative planning, is essential in 

older patients with pneumonia.

Over the past months, our group has expanded its scientific 

output, with a growing number of publications focusing on 

infections in older adults.

ESGIE Research Highlights

Comprehensive management of pneumonia in older patients

We kindly encourage all members to include ESGIE as 
an affiliation in their publications whenever applicable.

Strengthening our visibility through consistent affiliation will help consolidate ESGIE’s role 

as a reference group in this area of research
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Evaluation of diagnostic practices and antimicrobial stewardship strategies in 
long-term care facilities. DASEL aims to identify gaps in diagnostic accuracy 
and therapeutic appropriateness to support the development of more 
effective and targeted interventions for this vulnerable population.

For more information or to explore partnership opportunities, please reach 
out to Prof. Jordi Rello (jrello@crips.es).

Dalbavancin as Suppressive Antibiotic Treatment -
A study exploring the use of dalbavancin as a long-
term suppressive therapy in elderly patients.

For further details or to discuss potential 
collaboration, please contact Prof. Claire Roubaud-
Baudron (claire.roubaud@chu-bordeaux.fr). 

Epidemiology and Determinants of Outcomes of Severe 
Community-Acquired Pneumonia in the Elderly 
(ESCAPE-10) - A study investigating the epidemiology, 
risk factors, and outcomes of severe pneumonia in older 
adults.

For more information or to explore partnership 
opportunities, please reach out to Prof. Jordi Rello
(jrello@crips.es).

Study led by Dr. Veranja Liyanapathirana on antibiotic use in older 
adults in Sri Lanka. The project explores patient knowledge and 
expectations, revealing key misconceptions.. For more information 
or to explore partnership opportunities, please reach out to 
Veranja.Liyanapathirana@med.pdn.ac.lk

DASEL study

PI: Jordi Rello

PI: 

Aurelien 

Dihn
Recruiting 

patients 

PI: Jordi 

Rello
Recruiting 

patients 

Practices on 

Antibiotic Use 

in Geriatric 

Patients (Sri 

Lanka)

The ESGIE group is 

actively engaged in 

cutting-edge 

research to 

accomplish our 

mission. 

We aim to address 

critical challenges in 

infections among the 

elderly.

We invite interested 

researchers and 

institutions to 

collaborate with us 

on the following on-

going projects

ONGOING ESGIE PROJECTS – RESEARCH 

COLLABORATIONS
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Webinar: Urinary Tract Infections in Older Adults

Date: June 19, 2025 at 15:00 CET

Chairs: Angela Huttner (ESGUTI), Dafna Yahav (ESGIE)

Topics include:

•Symptomatology and urinalysis in older adults

•CAUTI prevention and MDR UTI management

•Antibiotic stewardship in LTCFs

Speakers: C. Alonso-Tarres, L. Mody, Y. Marschall, J. 

Rutten, M. Bilsen, I. Zohar

Post-Graduate Course

Dates: October 28–30, 2025

Location: Athens, Greece

Includes workshops on trial design, causal 

inference, and statistical methods tailored to 

infection research

Better Methods for Clinical Studies in Infectious 

Diseases
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Looking Ahead to ESCMID global 2026 – Munich

Preparations are already underway for ESCMID global 

2026 in Munich. ESGIE aims to expand its presence, 

propose symposia, and highlight our research portfolio. 

If you are interested in contributing or organizing a 

session, please contact the EC.
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ESGIE Executive committee is asking members to submit proposals for 

Educational activities (Webinars, PG Course, 2026 ESCMID Global). 

Please, send proposals contacting the Educational Officer.

ESGIE Executive committee is asking members to submit proposals on 

surveys, research projects and new ESGIE-endorsed Position Papers. 

Also, Original Articles & Reviews with three ESGIE members from 

different sites, plus a statement on “on behalf of ESGIE Study Group 

Investigators” will be endorsed by the Executive Committee. 

Please, send proposals to the Science Officer.
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