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A      MESSAGE FROM THE ESGIE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
 

We hope you have had a restful start to 2026. 
As we look ahead, this year marks a pivotal 
season of renewal and growth for ESGIE. 

On focus now is the election to renew the 
ESGIE Executive Committee that has taken 
place in February and ends on March 4th. This 
is a vital opportunity for you to step into a 
leadership role and help shape the future 
direction of our study group. Alongside the 
election, we are already preparing for a strong 
presence at ESCMID Global 2026 in Munich and 
a series of upcoming specialized webinars. 

The success and visibility of ESGIE depend on 
all of us working together. We encourage every 
member to get involved, bring forward new 
ideas, and participate actively in our activities. 
Together, we can expand our reach and ensure 
our group’s continued growth within the 
broader ESCMID community. 
ESGIE E X E C U T I V E C O M M I T T E E 

Prof Dafna Yahav, Israel. Prof Marco Falcone, 
Italy, Dr Gaetan Gavazzi, France, Dr. Niccolò 
Buetti, Switzerland, Prof Jordi Rello, Spain. 
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ESGIE is growing! 
ESGIE’s Executive Committee is dedicated to 
scaling our global reach by fostering a deeply 
engaged community. We don't just grow; we 

evolve through a shared commitment 
to academic excellence, high-impact 

research, and collaborative 
initiatives designed to accelerate the 
professional growth of every member. 

We are proud to see ESGIE becoming 
stronger every year, but our growth depends 
on all of us. Help us continue to expand our 
community by encouraging your colleagues 

and collaborators with an interest in 
infections in older adults to join ESGIE and 

contribute to its activities. 
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News in Brief 
 

PROJECTS ONGOING 
ESCAPE-10 Epidemiology and Determinants of Outcomes of Severe Community-Acquired Pneumonia in the 
Elderly (ESCAPE-10) - A study investigating the epidemiology, risk factors, and outcomes of severe 
pneumonia in older adults. 

For more information or to explore partnership opportunities, please reach out to Prof. Jordi Rello 
(jrello@crips.es). 

 

PUBLICATIONS  
 

End-of-life antibiotic stewardship: perspectives from the ESCMID Study 
Groups for Antimicrobial Stewardship and Infections in the Elderly 

Lucy Catteau, Alison Smith, Claire Roubaud Baudron, Daniel Karlin, Shin Hye Yoo, 
Massimo Fantoni, Matteo Moroni, Nathan Peiffer-Smadja, Niccolò Buetti, Rita Murri, 

Diane Ashiru-Oredope 
Commentary.  Clin Microbiol Infect. 2026 Feb 11:S1198-743X(26)00060-1 

 
Antibiotics are among the most frequently prescribed medications in end-of-life care, yet up 

to 80% of palliative patients receive them with minimal clinical benefit. While they can 
occasionally offer symptom relief, these treatments often introduce unnecessary burdens like 

adverse reactions, infections, and medicalization. Furthermore, their overuse in terminal 
settings carries the broader societal risk of driving antimicrobial resistance. 

 
 

Infections in long-term care: Challenges in an ageing Europe. 
Rello J, Buetti N, Mowafy HL.Intensive 

Review.Crit Care Nurs. 2026 Apr;93:104271. doi: 10.1016/j.iccn.2025.104271.  
 

Despite the growing demand for long-term care, current infection control guidelines remain 
poorly adapted from hospital settings, failing to address the unique social and structural 

challenges of LTCFs. Significant gaps in workforce capacity, surveillance, and high-quality 
evidence across Europe continue to compromise resident safety and drive antimicrobial 

resistance. Consequently, there is an urgent need for unified, facility-specific frameworks that 
prioritize practical surveillance and equitable care standards. 
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GROUP ACTIVITIES 
 

 
WEBINARS 

26 February 2026, 15:00 CET  

ESGIE: Enterococcal infections in elderly 
 

03 March 2026, 15:00 CET 

ESGIE: Streptococcal infections in elderly 

 

             21 May 2026, 15:00 CET 

                                        ESGCD & ESGIE: Protecting our elderly from C. difficile 

 
 
 

Study Group Research Grant 

 
Call will open on May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_86sZkCq1TUy-0wk7kA9ssA
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How to join ESGIE 
 

Membership in the ESCMID Study Group for Infections in the Elderly 
(ESGIE) is free and open to all ESCMID members interested in infections in 
older adults, regardless of background, profession, or level of experience. You do 
not need to be a researcher or physician to join, and trainees are especially 
encouraged to participate and expand their network. As with other ESCMID 

Study Groups, members may join ESGIE alongside additional groups according to 
their interests. 

https://members.escmid.org/research-projects/study-groups/join-escmid-study-
groups 

Be part of ESGIE and contribute to advancing knowledge and practice in 
infections in the elderly within the ESCMID community! 

 
Publishing on behalf of ESGIE 

 

All manuscripts are welcome to be considered for publication on behalf of ESGIE.  

Manuscripts must be approved by the Executive Committee or a designated writing 
group and should reflect a collaborative effort among members.  

At least 3 ESGIE members from 2 different countries must be included as 
authors, with ESGIE affiliation listed. 

The phrase “on behalf of ESGIE” should appear in the author list, or ESGIE should 
be clearly mentioned in the title. 

All conflicts of interest must be declared according to ESCMID standards to ensure 
transparency and scientific integrity.  

E-mail to Prof Jordi Rello (Science Officer): jrello@crips.es 

  

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

SEE YOU IN MUNICH! 
 

ESCMID Global, 17–21 April 2026. 

ESCMID Global 2026 is just around the corner, taking place at the iconic Messe 
München. For our group, this isn't just a congress—it’s an excellent opportunity to 

meet in person and strengthen our professional ties. 

ESGIE business meeting at ESCMID global: 

Date and Time: Saturday, 18.04.2026, 12:30-13:30 

Room name: Room ICM 3 

We have a full agenda planned to ensure we make the most of our time together. 
Don’t miss this chance to network with peers and contribute to our collective 

goals. See you there! 

 

 
 


