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Newsletter January 2026 

Message from the Study group Executive Committee 

Pr Marta Cohen, Pr Nihan Zihade, Dr Domitille Callon 

Pr Amparo Fernandez-Rodriguez, Pr Veroniek Saegeman 

 

Dear ESGFOR members,  

Happy New Year to all members! We wish you the best in 2026! 

 

ESGFOR elections: 

Dear members, 

As you may know, the nomination phase for the ESGFOR Executive Board elections (2026–2028) is open, 
until February 4th. 

In line with the ESGFOR bylaws, 5 members from 5 different countries will be elected. Members may self-
nominate or nominate other ESGFOR members. To be eligible, each nominated candidate must receive 
the support of 2 additional ESGFOR members. The election process is overseen by the Election Committee. 

How to submit a nomination: 

1. Go to www.my.escmid.org/login  

2. Click on “Study group elections” 

3. Select “ESCMID Study Group for Forensic and Postmortem Microbiology (ESGFOR) – Click here for 
more information” 

4. Then choose “Support members” and search for the person/people you wish to nominate 

 

ESCMID Global 2026: 

Explore Munich with ESCMID Global 2026 and grab the opportunity to immerse yourself in the latest 
topics of infectious diseases and clinical microbiology in this historic city. Join leading experts, discover 
cutting-edge research, and network with peers in a dynamic setting at Messe Munich Exhibition & 
Congress Center. Learn more about the setting of the next instalment of ESCMID Global, 17–21 April 2026. 

Abstract submission has just closed but you are still on time for the Late BREAKER Abstract Submissions, 
that will open the 2nd of February 2026! We will be happy to endorse your work on post mortem and 
forensic microbiology for ESCMID Global, don’t hesitate to reach us! 

http://www.my.escmid.org/login
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ESGFOR is proud to co-organize a 2-hour Educational Session titled: “Take the right path: tips on HIV 
resistance management in the era of new antiretrovirals” 

 

Rewatch:  

Websymposium co-organized with EFISG: Post-mortem diagnosis of fungi infection: culture and 
nonculture mycology, pathology, and public health issues. 28th of May 2025, 4 pm – 6 pm. Post mortem 
diagnosis of fungi infections is challenging and have medico-legal implications, notably in infants and 
children. This webinar explored those difficulties and implications, from the point of view of the 
microbiologist, the pathologist and the public health specialist. You can rewatch this webinar through the 
following link in the ESCMID library: https://media.escmid.org/videos/01JX0634R2JD282ZC80QE87N3S 

 

The online ESGFOR-ESGMD-SEIMC course «Unlocking women’s sexual health: the intersection of 
forensics and microbiomes» was recently held and has been very successful, with fruitful interaction 
between the speakers and the attendees. The course lectures will soon be available in the ESCMID 
library for the attendees. 

 

Members 
We welcome the following new members:  
Romualdo Grande, Vikash Ranjan, Tiziana Palma Spaccaferro, Ioana Manea, Lipika Gaur Suleiman, Idris 
Ahmad, Ciudin Elena Vanda, Erica Diani, Pradeep Kumar V, Carlo Saroufim, Harika Vangara, Kawthar Al Amri, 
Mariela Alvarado Rodriguez, Sandeep Thirunavukkarasu, Elena Golu, Amos Unuane, Ahmed Mohamed 
Ahmed Alghareeb, Muhammad Shan, George, Cristian Mares, Joy Ekeke, Ruma Das, Ahlam Sanoun, Gulshan 
Jabrayilova, Adem Özdemir, David Koffi, İlkay Akbulut, Magdalini Tsekoura, Helin Şehir, Georgios Alexandros 
Baziotis, Gargee  Anand, Laura-Georgiana Țîrlescu, Gayathri Nahallage, Eloi Littner 

Research Projects ongoing 

• ESCMID Study Group Collaboration Grant by Dr Natasha Arora for the project: « The Sexome: 
microbiome signatures of sexual activity relevant to BV and forensic analyses.» in collaboration with 
ESTISG and ESGMD.  

• Manuscript ready to submit on behalf of ESGFOR, following the ESCMID Research Grant 2023. 
Pathogenesis of Viral Myocarditis as a Cause of Sudden Death Study of Viral Inflammatory Markers - 
Dr Domitille Callon. Project supported by ESGFOR. 

 

https://media.escmid.org/videos/01JX0634R2JD282ZC80QE87N3S
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Case of the month 
As a new topic in our newsletter, we report on a remarkable case. We ask our members to send 
interesting cases to share in our Newsletter. 

The kick-off is an interesting case provided by Prof Marta Cohen. 

 

• 35 weeks  gestational age stillbirth 

• Numerous 3 mm round red spots seen on face, thorax, back and limbs (Figure 1, arrow) 

• Oedematous scrotum 

• Hydrops fetalis 

• Cardiomegaly  

• Splenomegaly 

• Jaundiced and enlarged liver 

• Reduced lung/body weight ratio 

• Small cerebellum and brain stem.  Widespread calcifications in the brain. 

• Virology samples at postmortem: negative 

HOWEVER 

• Focal villitis seen in the placenta (figure 2, arrow). CMV positive (Figure 2, inset) 

• Viral inclusions seen in the renal tubules (figure 3, arrows)   

• CMV confirmed with CMV immunostaining (Figure 4, arrows) 
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Educational Activities 

• ESGFOR is proud to present two upcoming free webinars in cooperation with The Royal College of 
Pathologists: 
o 22nd of January 2026 at 1 p.m (UK time): ‘Viral infections: From the autopsy room to laboratory 

Diagnosis “ 
o Link to register below, FREE WEBINAR 

https://www.rcpath.org/event/viral-infections-from-the-autopsy-room-to-laboratory-diagnosis.html  

Dr Mohammad Raza, a Consultant Virologist at Sheffield Teaching Hospitals and Dr Esther Youd, an autopsy 
pathologist at the University of Glasgow will present at the webinar which is jointly organised by the Royal 
College of Pathologists and the Study Group of Forensic and Postmortem Microbiology (ESGFOR) of ESCMID.  

o 5th of March 2026: “Anti-Microbial Resistance in the mortuary: from the laboratory to the 
microscope” (Registration details to be circulated later). 

Publications 

ESGFOR PUBLICATIONS 

• Tamsin A, Claes A, Van Den Bogaert W, Weynand B, Rodriguez AF, Van de Voorde W, Saegeman V. 
Postmortem microbiological sampling: a prospective ESGFOR-supported study on relevance, timing, 
and site selection. Virchows Arch. 2025 Nov 8. doi: 10.1007/s00428-025-04330-z. Epub ahead of print. 
PMID: 41205065. 

• “Fatal Streptococcus pyogenes infections in Spain, Turkey, UK and Belgium after pandemics: A 
comprehensive case series combining microbiology with autopsy findings. A study of the ESCMID 
Study Group for Forensic and Post-Mortem Microbiology (ESGFOR)” – Saegeman V et al, Eur J Clin 
Microbiol Infect Dis. 2026 Jan 5. doi: 10.1007/s10096-025-05380-6. Online ahead of print. 

• “Inflammatory and viral markers of sudden cardiac death and myocarditis: a bicentric international 
autopsy study on behalf of ESGFOR“ – Murano J et al, to submit at Eur J Clin Microbiol Infect Dis 

 

Guidelines for post-mortem sampling and methodology will be update in 2026 ! If you wish to join the 
effort, you can reach us as soon as possible.  

We ask you to suggest topics for joint publications. Please consider that at least three study group members 
(from at least two different countries) should be co-author on a publication and the study group should be 
mentioned in the author information, title or affiliation.  

Please let us know any publication you would like to include in our next newsletter to share with our 
colleagues. 

 

https://www.rcpath.org/event/viral-infections-from-the-autopsy-room-to-laboratory-diagnosis.html
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00428-025-04330-z
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Calls 

• Kind reminder for participation into the online survey regarding ‘Infection transmission precautions 
when performing post-mortems on suspected CJD cases’ in collaboration with other European societies. 
To confirm a clinical diagnosis and determine the cause of death in patients suspected of suffering from CJD 
(Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease), a post-mortem diagnosis is required, which includes an examination of the brain. 
There are various country-specific guidelines and recommendations for conducting these examinations and 
preventing the transmission of potential infections. Through this survey, we aim to identify differences both 
within and between countries regarding the approach to post-mortem examinations in this context. A 
multidisciplinary group has developed 36 questions about your routine procedures in this area. The survey 
takes approximately 10 minutes to complete and is open through the following 
link: https://forms.office.com/e/XfmspSLPUu . 
 

• Joint manuscript for an ESGFOR publication: Colleagues who have autopsy cases of COVID related 
deaths with available post-mortem microbiology may contact Dr Domitille Callon < dcallon@chu-
reims.fr > 

 

See also  https://www.escmid.org/dates-events/calendar  

News from the members 

In case you have interesting SG related topics you would like to communicate through this forum, give us a 
sign! 

Recent publications by our members: 

Callon D et al. “Desmin Mutations in Cardiomyocytes Increase Susceptibility to Coxsackievirus B3 Infection 
by Impairing Antiviral IFN-β Response and Upregulating Viral Receptors Expression” Stem Cell Research & 
Therapy, accepted for publication the 15th of December 2025. 

Urban C, Vrancken B, Patrono LV, Düx A, Le Vu M, Matthes KL, Burkhard-Koren NM, Widulin N, Schnalke T, 
Carraro S, Rühli F, Lemey P, Staub K, Calvignac-Spencer S, Schuenemann VJ. An ancient influenza genome 
from Switzerland allows deeper insights into host adaptation during the 1918 flu pandemic in Europe. BMC 
Biol. 2025 Jul 1;23(1):179. doi: 10.1186/s12915-025-02282-z. PMID: 40597331; PMCID: PMC12211374. 

Chandran A, Arora A, Khadanga S. Sepsis detection at autopsy. J Lab Physicians. 2025;17:231-2. doi: 
10.25259/JLP_53_2025 

- SY 13 004: Infectious conditions in the heart: from symptoms to diagnosis, the ESGFOR microbiology 
perspective, Pr Amparo Fernandez-Rodriguez. 37th European Congress of Pathology, 6 – 10 
September 2025, Vienna Austria 

- SY 13 00: Infectious conditions in the heart: from symptoms to diagnosis, the pathology perspective, 
Pr Marta Cohen. 37th European Congress of Pathology, 6 – 10 September 2025, Vienna Austria 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/XfmspSLPUu
https://www.escmid.org/dates-events/calendar
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Social media 

Don’t forget to follow the @ESGFOR X account! News and follow up of events are published monthly. 

Upcoming events you may be interested:  

- AAFS 2026: Back to Basics: The Fundamentals of Forensic Science. February 9-14, 2026 — New 
Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, USA  https://www.aafs.org/annual-conference  

- Forensics Europe Expo (FEE). July 1 – 2, 2026 – London, UK  https://forensicseuropeexpo.com/  
- 31th congress of the International Society for Forensic Genetics. August 17-21 2026 – Montréal, 

Canada  https://isfg2026.ca/  

 

https://x.com/ESGFOR
https://www.aafs.org/annual-conference
https://forensicseuropeexpo.com/
https://isfg2026.ca/

