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Newsletter December 2025 

Message from the Study group Executive Committee 

Pr Marta Cohen, Pr Nihan Ziyade, Dr Domitille Callon 

Pr Amparo Fernandez-Rodriguez, Pr Veroniek Saegeman 

Dear ESGFOR members,  

Wishing you peace, joy, and warmth this holiday season, and a new year filled with hope and kindness, we 
send you our best wishes and our news and next activities for the coming year!  

 

We kindly send you the invitation to attend the free webinar on the 22 January at 13 hours UK time. 
Please be free to share it with anybody willing to attend. 

Viral infections: From the autopsy room to laboratory Diagnosis 

 

Link to registration: 

 

https://www.rcpath.org/event/viral-infections-from-the-autopsy-room-to-laboratory-diagnosis.html 

 

Dr Mohammad Raza, a Consultant Virologist at Sheffield Teaching Hospitals and Dr Esther Youd, an autopsy 
pathologist at the University of Glasgow will present at the webinar is jointly organised by the Royal College 
of Pathologists and the Study Group of Forensic and Postmortem Microbiology (ESGFOR) of ESCMID. 

 

Audience:  virologists and Paediatric, Forensic and general pathologists conducting autopsies. 

Calls 

• Kind reminder for participation into the online survey regarding ‘Infection transmission precautions 
when performing post-mortems on suspected CJD cases’ in collaboration with other European societies. 
To confirm a clinical diagnosis and determine the cause of death in patients suspected of suffering from CJD 
(Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease), a post-mortem diagnosis is required, which includes an examination of the brain. 
There are various country-specific guidelines and recommendations for conducting these examinations and 
preventing the transmission of potential infections. Through this survey, we aim to identify differences both 
within and between countries regarding the approach to post-mortem examinations in this context. A 
multidisciplinary group has developed 36 questions about your routine procedures in this area. The survey 
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takes approximately 10 minutes to complete and is open through the following 
link: https://forms.office.com/e/XfmspSLPUu . 
 

• Joint manuscript for an ESGFOR publication: Colleagues who have autopsy cases of COVID related 
deaths with available post-mortem microbiology may contact Dr Domitille Callon < dcallon@chu-
reims.fr > 

 

See also  https://www.escmid.org/dates-events/calendar  

 

ESGFOR PUBLICATIONS 

• “Fatal Streptococcus pyogenes infections in Spain, Turkey, UK and Belgium after pandemics: A 
comprehensive case series combining microbiology with autopsy findings. A study of the ESCMID 
Study Group for Forensic and Post-Mortem Microbiology (ESGFOR)” – Saegeman V et al, already 
accepted at Eur J Clin Microbiol Infect Dis 
 

We ask you to suggest topics for joint publications. Please consider that at least three study group members 
(from at least two different countries) should be co-author on a publication and the study group should be 
mentioned in the author information, title or affiliation.  

Please let us know any publication you would like to include in our next newsletter to share with our 
colleagues. 

Social media 

Don’t forget to follow the @ESGFOR X account! News and follow up of events are published monthly. 

 

Upcoming events you may be interested:  

- AAFS 2026: Back to Basics: The Fundamentals of Forensic Science. February 9-14, 2026 — New 
Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, USA  https://www.aafs.org/annual-conference  
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