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Newsletter March 2025 

Newsletter Editors: Amparo Fernández Rodríguez and Veroniek Saegeman 

Message from the Study group Executive Committee 

Dear ESGFOR members,  

We hope you are doing well and that we can meet each other at the ESCMID Global in Vienna! 

Come and join us for our annual business meeting during ESCMID Global 2025: 

ESGFOR annual meeting 

Saturday, 12.4. 16:15-17:15 

Room: Schubert 6 
Don’t worry, if you are not attending ESCMID Global in person, you can join us online. 
 
Looking forward to meeting many of you in Vienna! 

 

Join online  

 

It is also our pleasure to invite you to participate in all the educational activities the ESGFOR is involved as 
co-organiser during ESCMID Global: 

Session title: 4690 Traumatic wound infections: diagnosis and treatment options 

Session type: 2-hour Educational Session 
Date and time: 12 April 2025 at 08:30 08:30 - 10:30 Hall 14 

08:30 Multidrug-resistant infections after trauma in warzone 
Shehan Hettiaratchy (London, UK) 

08:50 Fungal infections during natural disasters 
Anuradha Chowdhary (New Delhi, India) 

09:10 Bacteriophage therapy for multidrug-resistant wound infections in trauma 
Tristan Ferry (Lyon, France) 

09:30 Infection of burn wounds 
Nur Benzonana (Istanbul, Turkey) 

 

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Forensic and Postmortem Microbiology (ESGFOR), ESCMID 
Study Group for Non-traditional Antibacterial Therapy (ESGNTA), Sociedad Española de Enfermedades 
Infecciosas y Microbiología Clínica (SEIMC), International Society of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy 
(ISAC) 

https://escmid.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af5793b818ee7999b1f7cfcd6&id=28fa13a3ff&e=7082f8d30f
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Session title: 4724 How to manage bacterial meningitis in low resource settings 
Session type: 1-hour Symposium 
Date and time: 14 April 2025 at 14:45 - 15:45 Hall 16 

 
14:45 Bacterial meningitis diagnosis and surveillance 
Divya Deodhar (Vellore, India) 
 
15:05 Clinical presentation and management of CNS infections 
Kartika Maharani (Jakarta, Indonesia) 
 
Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Infectious Diseases of the Brain (ESGIB), ESCMID Study 
Group for Forensic and Postmortem Microbiology (ESGFOR), Spanish Society of Forensic Pathologists 
(SEPAF) 

 

The poster 07690 will be presented on behalf of the ESGFOR the 12th April (Session title: 01g. Viral 

epidemiology): 12:00 - 13:30, Poster Area Hall D: Viral myocarditis manifesting as sudden death in 

infants and children: an ESGFOR approach from symptoms to autopsy. Fernández-Rodríguez A, Callon 

D, Andreoletti L, Cohen MC. 

Results from annual SG report: 

ESGFOR scored 167.25 points in 2024  

Members 

We welcome the following new members:  

Paula-Alina Ivascu (Romania), Kamlesh Patel (India), Dr. Bethan England (United Kingdom), Dr. Chris Eades 
(United Kingdom), Dr. Kirsten MacGregor (United Kingdom), Dr. Nathalie Marcon Uski (Brazil), Dr. Maryna 
Railian (Ukraine), Prof. Ahmad Hussen Tareq (Pakistan), Dr. Helena Ellam (United Kingdom), Dr. Nádia Martins 
(Portugal), Dr.Lupu Claudia Daniela (Romania), Dr Antonio Guilherme Baylão (Brazil), Dr Katrine Snorradottir 
Gudmundsson (Denmark), Dr Ishchenko Liudmyla (Ukraine), Jay Christian Muere (Philippines), Dr Catherine 
Taaffe (Ireland) , Pavlov Tsvetomir (Bulgaria), Dr Marinella Lauriola (Italy), Greg Williams (United Kingdom) , 
Dr Elham Ezzadden (Saudi Arabia) ,Dr Laxmikant Chavan (Nigeria), Dr Glaiza Ranges (Philippines), Dr Vasiliki 
Karampali  (Greece), Dr Virginia Raboutet  (Romania) , Thunyapon Pipattaweepon  (Thailand) , Tóth Kinga 
(Hungary) , Dr Constantin Ghiatau (Romania) , Dr Marlon Arcegono (Philippines) , Elissa Ana Manda (Romania) 
, Dr Laura Dionisi (Italy) , Zeyad Taher (Iraq) , Dr Mark John Festin (Philippines) , Prof Thamir Alsaeed (Saudi 
Arabia) , Dr Aida Castany Carrasco (Spain) , Elijah Chinyante (Zambia) , Kwila Kotati Mwansa (Zambia) , Dr 
Özlem Türkmen Recen (Türkiye) , Dr Sümeyye Aslan (Türkiye) , Dr Madhuri Somani (India) , Sandra A. 
Martínez-Álvarez (Spain) , Aiga Plēgermane (Latvia) , Nadia Aftab (Norway) , Dr Kapil Adwani (India) , Elina 
Shrestha (Nepal) , Dr Moushira Hosny Ezzelarab Sayed (Egypt) , Dr Fred Segawa (Uganda) , Dr Mona 
Mohammed (Egypt) , Dr Alshehri Shahad (Saudi Arabia) , Dr Claire Bertelli (Switzerland) , Dr Andrea Covington 
(United States) , Dr Marija Ilievski (Serbia) , Dr Vito Spada (Italy) , Prof Roxana Filip (Romania) , Dr Patrick Carey 
(Ireland) , Sreska Shrestha (Nepal) , Prof Consolato Sergi (Canada) , Prof Miroslav Petrovec (Slovenia) , Dr 
Marwa Allam (United Kingdom) , Dr Elias Abdou (Lebanon) , Dr Tal Zilberman Daniels (Israel) , Dr Jie Tong 
(United Kingdom) ,Dr Oscar Saúl León Torres (Costa Rica) , Dr Nicola Maria Militaru (Romania) , Jasmine 
Fenech Kamel El Din (Malta) , Dr Jung-Ah Kim (Korea, Republic of) , Meghna Swayambhu (Switzerland) , Dr 
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Ivana Jukić (Bosnia and Herzegovina) , Isabel Garcia Moreno (United Kingdom) , Nika Volmajer (Slovenia) , 
Victoria Nakiwuka (Uganda) , Dr Haithum Semambo (Uganda) , Dr Penea Cristiana (Romania) , Dr Ranapanada 
Nilushika Dayamali De Silva ( United Kingdom) , Dr Alaa H. A. Hegazy (Spain) , Dr Shambhavi Jha (India) , Dr 
Alberto Fernández Liste (Spain) , Yousra Zekri (Morocco) , Dr Alessia Krawczyk (Italy) , Konstantinos Reppas 
(Greece) , Francis Agyei Mensah (United Kingdom) , Dr Sirine Mejri (Tunisia) , Andra Caloiu (Austria) , Dr Nanret 
Suchi Kyeswet (Nigeria) , Dr Suzanne English (Australia) , Dr Neetha TR (India) , Dr Angham Almakki (Saudi 
Arabia) , Dr Coralie Bouchiat (France) , Dr Horniackova Miroslava (Slovakia) , Dr Luísa Cristina T. Lopes 
(Portugal) , Dr Giovanbattista Martone (Italy) , Dr Peter Malesa (Tanzania, United Republic of) , Natalija 
Asavina (Latvia) , Dr Yusra Shah (United States ) ,Dr Mohammed Siddique (India) , Pascal dela-do Sedor 
(Ghana) , Dr Pınar Sağıroğlu (Türkiye) ,Dr Mirenxa Shallas (Albania) ,Dr Sertaç Küçükkaya (Türkiye) .Dr Anand 
Kumar Maurya (India) 

Research Projects 

- ESCMID Research Grant 2023. Pathogenesis of Viral Myocarditis as a Cause of Sudden Death Study 

of Viral Inflammatory Markers - dr Domitille Callon. Project supported by the ESGFOR. 

Educational Activities 

Further activities: 

• Online postgraduate course Programme co-organised by the ESGFOR and the ESGMD: 11-12 November 
2025. Unlocking women’s sexual health: the intersection of forensics and microbiomes. The definitive 
programme will be published soon in the ESGFOR webpage. There are many challenges and uncertainties 
surrounding the approach and diagnosis of STIs after sexual assaults, both in emergency clinical settings 
and in clinical microbiology labs. The course will cover sampling approaches, diagnostic methods, and how 
to perform phylogenetic analysis of sexually transmitted pathogens. Experts in the field will provide in-
depth insights on these topics and treatment of these victims will be discussed. Quality issues and 
guidelines in microbiology and molecular labs will be discussed with a focus on handling problematic 
samples, such as those with damaged DNA due to formalin fixation or time lapse. The microbiological 
quality issues in reproductive laboratories will be covered also. Finally, the role of microbiomes, with a 
particular focus on practical applications in the forensic field and in general on the reproductive system 
will be covered. 

• Websymposium co-organized with EFISG: Post-mortem diagnosis of fungi infection: culture and non-
culture mycology, pathology, and public health issues. 28th of May 2025, 4 pm – 6 pm. Post mortem 
diagnosis of fungi infections is challenging and have medico-legal implications, notably in infants and 
children. This webinar will explore those difficulties and implications, from the point of view of the 
microbiologist, the pathologist and the public health specialist. Please register following this link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QEC-6p20T527EovOaFBnSQ  
 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QEC-6p20T527EovOaFBnSQ
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Publications 

From Natasha Arora’s team: investigation about the sexome: 

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.08.05.604586v1?__cf_chl_tk=tuco1l3lsOCyj5q6rh
Et2hpIq9GYE_gLaOkkSmK94Qw-1742157217-1.0.1.1-
drI0qGTlJq8k9BRcL2GdndgQ2pcg6Z3vEm4dzR6YXHk 

From Sangita M et al: Escherichia coli in medicolegal autopsy causing symmetrical peripheral 
gangrene and psoas abscess. J Lab Physicians. doi: 10.25259/JLP_100_2024. 

We ask you to suggest topics for joint publications. Please consider that at least three study group 
members (from at least two different countries) should be co-author on a publication and the study 
group should be mentioned in the author information, title or affiliation.  

Please let us know any publication you would like to include in our next newsletter to share with 
our colleagues. 

Calls 

Joint manuscript for an ESGFOR publication: Colleagues who have autopsy cases of COVID related 
deaths with available post-mortem microbiology may contact Domitille Callon < dcallon@chu-reims.fr > 

See also  https://www.escmid.org/dates-events/calendar  

Study Group research grants: submission opens on 21 May 2025 – deadline 16 July 2025 

Study Group Collaborative Grant: submission opens on 20 August 2025 – deadline 29 october 2025 

Individual research grants (Bacterial): submission opens on 18 June 2025 – deadline 10 September 2025 

News from the members 

Some of our members posters in ESCMID Global: 
'Point-of-Care Testing of Procalcitonin Serum Level: A Rapid Approach to diagnose sepsis Post Mortem' 
(P0746). Arneet Arora, Bhopal, India. 13th April 2025 
'Screening of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in medicolegal autopsy cases in a tertiary care centre in central 
India' (04996). Diksha Chhabra, Bhopal India 13 April 2025 
 
Recent related congress presentations from our members: 

• Aswini Chandran (http://dx.doi.org/10.25259/JLP_100_2024).  'Procalcitonin as a marker of sepsis at 

autopsy: a reflective, novel, evidence based effective point-of-care tool. Oral presentation at AAFS 

(American Academy of Forensic Science) 2025 at Baltimore, Maryland, USA (Feb 17 - 22, 2025). 

In case you have interesting SG related topics you would like to communicate through this forum, give us a 
sign! 

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.08.05.604586v1?__cf_chl_tk=tuco1l3lsOCyj5q6rhEt2hpIq9GYE_gLaOkkSmK94Qw-1742157217-1.0.1.1-drI0qGTlJq8k9BRcL2GdndgQ2pcg6Z3vEm4dzR6YXHk
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.08.05.604586v1?__cf_chl_tk=tuco1l3lsOCyj5q6rhEt2hpIq9GYE_gLaOkkSmK94Qw-1742157217-1.0.1.1-drI0qGTlJq8k9BRcL2GdndgQ2pcg6Z3vEm4dzR6YXHk
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.08.05.604586v1?__cf_chl_tk=tuco1l3lsOCyj5q6rhEt2hpIq9GYE_gLaOkkSmK94Qw-1742157217-1.0.1.1-drI0qGTlJq8k9BRcL2GdndgQ2pcg6Z3vEm4dzR6YXHk
https://www.escmid.org/dates-events/calendar
http://dx.doi.org/10.25259/JLP_100_2024
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Social media 

• Interview with Prof. Natasha Arora: Genital Microbes Leave Traces and May Help Identify Sex Offenders 
| Health & Wellness | EL PAÍS 

• Possibility of changing from X to other European social media platform? To be discussed during our 
annual business meeting. 

• Discord and further exploration of interest among members 

 

https://elpais.com/salud-y-bienestar/2025-02-12/los-microbios-genitales-dejan-rastro-y-podrian-ayudar-a-identificar-a-agresores-sexuales.html
https://elpais.com/salud-y-bienestar/2025-02-12/los-microbios-genitales-dejan-rastro-y-podrian-ayudar-a-identificar-a-agresores-sexuales.html

