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Dear ESGFOR members,

We hope you are enjoying the fall and did not get any flu !

ESCMID Global 2026:

Explore Munich with ESCMID Global 2026 and grab the opportunity to immerse yourself in the latest
topics of infectious diseases and clinical microbiology in this historic city. Join leading experts, discover
cutting-edge research, and network with peers in a dynamic setting at Messe Munich Exhibition &
Congress Center. Learn more about the setting of the next instalment of ESCMID Global, 17-21 April 2026.

Abstract submission has just closed but you are still on time for the Late BREAKER Abstract Submissions,
that will open the 02 February 2026! We will be happy to endorse your work on post mortem and
forensic microbiology for ESCMID Global, don’t hesitate to reach us!

ESGFOR is proud to co-organize a 2-hour Educational Session titled: “Take the right path: tips on HIV
resistance management in the era of new antiretrovirals”

Rewatch:

Websymposium co-organized with EFISG: Post-mortem diagnosis of fungi infection: culture and
nonculture mycology, pathology, and public health issues. 28th of May 2025, 4 pm — 6 pm. Post mortem
diagnosis of fungi infections is challenging and have medico-legal implications, notably in infants and
children. This webinar explored those difficulties and implications, from the point of view of the
microbiologist, the pathologist and the public health specialist. You can rewatch this webinar through the
following link in the ESCMID library: https://media.escmid.org/videos/01JX0634R2)D282ZC80QE87N3S

Members

We welcome the following new members: Ms Zainab Rasheed, Ms Prof. Fatma Amer, Ms Dr Sayli Gore, Mr
Dr Gaurav Badoni, Mr Dr Sriram Radhakrishnan, Mr, Prof. Muhammad Amjad Ali, Ms Lwando Namakobo,
Ms Dr Poonam Katoch, Ms Dr Aneeshya Sarange, Ms Dr Merve Torun, Mr Guillermo Riquelme Mateo, Mr Dr
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Biswajeet Sahoo, Ms Dr Mayuri K S, Ms Dr Vandana Kiro, Mr Dr Aman Ullah Khan, Mr Dr Andrew O'Connor,
Ms Dr Ennur Nalbantoglu, Ms Dr Sheetal Bankar, Ms Dr Tobechi Akujobi, Ms Dr Harmika Parmar, Mr Dr
Mohammad Naeem Lakanwall, Mr Samuel Addo Akwetey, Ms Dr Kristi Sarkar, Ms Dr Vasireddy Teja, Ms Dr
Ambreena Parveen Mirza, Ms Dr Benan Atak Bolataslan, Mr Dr Gurpreet Singh Bhalla, Ms Dr Nana Kirtadze,
Ms Prof. Omnia mohamed elnabawy Ahmed taher, Ms Dr Aindrila Das, Ms Dr Veronika Gadzhovska, Ms Dr
Ashwini Rath, Mr Dr Nikhil John , Mr Dr Mumbere Chrispus, Ms Jane Njaramba, Ms Dr Eskedar Azerefegne,
Ms Temitayo Oluwole, Ms Gabriela Lopes Viana, Ms Dr Silvia Ragolia, Mr Dr Marius Surleac, Mr
Mohammad omar Omari, Mr Dr Mirbobir Mirkhoshimov, Ms Dr Nada Rakha, Ms Vasilisa Dudurich, Ms Dr
Beula Subashini Panchatcharam, Mr Dr Youssef Chkirbene, Ms Dr Roshni Dandapat, Mr Dr Timothy Lumu,
Ms Dr Lilia lvanova, Mr Dr Diego Ulises Vazquez Omaria, Ms Kathryn Roberts, Mr Dr Ajay Pandeya, Ms Dr
Eda Colak, Ms Prof. Theodouli Stergiopoulou, Mr Ante Sokota, Mr Dr Michael Lustig, Ms Dr Andreea
Alexandra Pomacu, Ms Dr Pradnya Samant, Mr Dr Diptanu Majumder, Mr Dr Francois Gravey, Ms Dr Monica
Ticlla Ccenhua, Ms Adeline Pivoine Gusenga, Ms Flor De Maria Valenzuela Medin, Mr Dr Gabriel Nsor, Ms
Dr Antonija Jurisi¢, Mr Umar Amjid, Ms Esra Tiirken, Ms Dr Arpita Sarkar, Ms sudenaz onbasili, Ms Dr
Ayshan Hasanova, Ms Dr Sampurna Borbora, Ms Dr Aleena Khalid, Mr Somasundaram Panchanathan, Ms
Mary Marshall

Research Projects

e ESCMID Study Group Grant application 2025 by Dr Natasha Arora for the project: « Vaginal
microbiome changes associated with sexual activity and implications for women’s reproductive
health.»

e ESCMID Study Group Collaboration Grant by Dr Natasha Arora for the project: « The Sexome:
microbiome signatures of sexual activity relevant to BV and forensic analyses.» in collaboration with
ESTISG and ESGMD.

e Manuscript ready to submit on behalf of ESGFOR, following the ESCMID Research Grant 2023.
Pathogenesis of Viral Myocarditis as a Cause of Sudden Death Study of Viral Inflammatory Markers -
Dr Domitille Callon. Project supported by ESGFOR.

Scientific interview

As a new topic in our newsletter, we are proud having been able to interview Professor Mary N. Sheppard
who is a cardiac pathologist with a national and international reputation. She is director of cardiac pathology
unit that undertakes detailed examination of the heart in cases of sudden cardiac death in the UK.
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1) Can you resume your recent work on sudden cardiac death and inflammatory condition of the heart,
notably on genetic substrates and diagnosis approach?

Myocarditis is an important cause of sudden cardiac death, about 5% in e young adults and 10% in children
(Westaby Histopathology 2023). Genetic substrates are probably under-estimated in the viral pathogenesis:
the interactions between genetic and inflammatory diseases of the heart might explain recurrent forms of
myocarditis, progression toward dilated or arrhythmogenic cardiomyopathies, and clinical variation among
family members with a genetic condition of the heart.

When cardiac virology is performed in suspected myocarditis cases, the question is whether the identified
virus is pathogenic or a by-stander so background viruses in general population must be kept in mind in all
these studies. Genetic cardiac conditions can be a substrate for susceptibility to viral infection and
myocarditis, even in case with a low viral load/infection.

2) How do you implement post mortem microbiology and biology in your routine practice?

When the pathologist who performs an autopsy and finds valve endocarditis, sampling of the valve for
bacteriology is performed routinely. However, since myocarditis is diagnosed histologically, samples are
already formalin-fixed and cannot be used for microbiology analyses. Fresh samples (heart, spleen) should be
taken during the autopsy in every sudden cardiac death case for both microbiology and genetic testing. Always
also take a sample for toxicology in a suspected toxic cause of death in the young, versus a sudden death. One
has to wait for the post-mortem toxicology results, to avoid performing unnecessary genetic testing and
adding stress to the relatives.

In sudden unexplained death in infancy, all these samples are taken routinely, and thorough microbiology,
metabolomics and genetic analyses are performed.

3) ESC guidelines (ESC European Heart Journal (2025) 00, 1-90 https://doi.org/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf192
) recommend genetic testing in cases of myocarditis (recurrent and severe arrhythmogenic forms, or with
familial history). What is your view on this?

In the UK, a national program is ongoing, to perform genetic testing and clinical follow-up in all relatives of a
SCD case. However, genetic testing of the index case is frequently not performed in cases of myocarditis. It
remains variable among countries. When possible, genetic testing of a SCD with a diagnosis of myocarditis
should be done as genetic /viral interaction is gaining prominence, and the relatives should be followed-up in
cardiology.

4) What is the burden of long COVID leading to chronic myocarditis and heart failure?
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Our recent publication (see below) shows no link between COVID and myocarditis or heart failure, nor with
long COVID syndrome or the anti-COVID vaccination.

Mostly, in the heart, we found a sparse inflammatory macrophage reaction, caused by the cytokine storm
during COVID. Like others, we found thrombosis, in the heart or in pulmonary or other peripheral vessels.

Recommendations:

Maleszewski JJ, Banner J, de Boer H, De Gaspari M, Fishbein MC, Parsons S, Sampson B, Sheppard MN, Van
der Wal AC, Stone JR, Michaud K. Lymphocytic myocarditis: A histopathologic definition and classification
from the Society for Cardiovascular Pathology and Association for European Cardiovascular Pathology. Il:
Surgical and autopsy specimens. Cardiovasc  Pathol. 2025  Sep-Oct;78:107748. doi:
10.1016/j.carpath.2025.107748. Epub 2025 Jun 27. PMID: 40582474.

Imazio M, Basso C, Brucato A, Klingel K, Kuchynka P, Lazaros G, Merlo M, Sinagra G, Adler Y, Bucciarelli Ducci
C, Cameli M, Castelletti S, Caforio AL, Crotti L, Dagna L, Frustaci A, Klein A, Kuusisto J, Lopez Sainz A,
Marcolongo R, Pantazis A, Rigopoulos AG, Ristic A, Seferovic P, Sheppard M, Tschope C, Luscher T.
Myopericardial complications following COVID-19 disease and vaccination: a clinical consensus statement
of the European Society of Cardiology Working Group on Myocardial and Pericardial Diseases. Eur Heart J.
2025 Sep 8;46(34):3328-3338. doi: 10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf222. PMID: 40390594.
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Educational Activities

e ESGFOR s proud to present two upcoming free webinars in cooperation with The Royal College of

Pathologists:
o 22" of January 2026: ‘Anti-Microbial Resistance in the mortuary: from the laboratory to the
microscope’
o Asecond webinar in early 2026 (date to be decided)

More information will be shared soon on our website and social media. Stay tuned for more details!

e The online ESGFOR-ESGMD-SEIMC course «Unlocking women’s sexual health: the intersection of
forensics and microbiomes» was recently held and has been very successful, with fruitful interaction
between the speakers and the attendees. The course lectures will soon be available in the ESCMID
library for the attendees.

Publications

ESGFOR PUBLICATIONS

e Tamsin A, Claes A, Van Den Bogaert W, Weynand B, Rodriguez AF, Van de Voorde W, Saegeman V.
Postmortem microbiological sampling: a prospective ESGFOR-supported study on relevance, timing,
and site selection. Virchows Arch. 2025 Nov 8. doi: 10.1007/s00428-025-04330-z. Epub ahead of print.
PMID: 41205065.

e “Fatal Streptococcus pyogenes infections in Spain, Turkey, UK and Belgium after pandemics: A
comprehensive case series combining microbiology with autopsy findings. A study of the ESCMID
Study Group for Forensic and Post-Mortem Microbiology (ESGFOR)” — Saegeman V et al, under revision
at Eur J Clin Microbiol Infect Dis

o  “Inflammatory and viral markers of sudden cardiac death and myocarditis: a bicentric international
autopsy study on behalf of ESGFOR" — Murano J et al, to submit at Eur J Clin Microbiol Infect Dis

We ask you to suggest topics for joint publications. Please consider that at least three study group members
(from at least two different countries) should be co-author on a publication and the study group should be
mentioned in the author information, title or affiliation.

Please let us know any publication you would like to include in our next newsletter to share with our
colleagues.

Calls

e Kind reminder for participation into the online survey regarding ‘Infection transmission precautions
when performing post-mortems on suspected CJD cases’ in collaboration with other European societies.
To confirm a clinical diagnosis and determine the cause of death in patients suspected of suffering from CJD
(Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease), a post-mortem diagnosis is required, which includes an examination of the brain.
There are various country-specific guidelines and recommendations for conducting these examinations and
preventing the transmission of potential infections. Through this survey, we aim to identify differences both
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within and between countries regarding the approach to post-mortem examinations in this context. A
multidisciplinary group has developed 36 questions about your routine procedures in this area. The survey
takes approximately 10 minutes to complete and is open through the following
link: https://forms.office.com/e/XfmspSLPUu .

e Joint manuscript for an ESGFOR publication: Colleagues who have autopsy cases of COVID related
deaths with available post-mortem microbiology may contact Dr Domitille Callon < dcallon@chu-
reims.fr >

See also https://www.escmid.org/dates-events/calendar

News from the members

In case you have interesting SG related topics you would like to communicate through this forum, give us a
sign!

Recent publications by our members:

Urban C, Vrancken B, Patrono LV, Diix A, Le Vu M, Matthes KL, Burkhard-Koren NM, Widulin N, Schnalke T,
Carraro S, Ruhli F, Lemey P, Staub K, Calvignac-Spencer S, Schuenemann VJ. An ancient influenza genome
from Switzerland allows deeper insights into host adaptation during the 1918 flu pandemic in Europe. BMC
Biol. 2025 Jul 1;23(1):179. doi: 10.1186/s12915-025-02282-z. PMID: 40597331; PMCID: PMC12211374.

Chandran A, Arora A, Khadanga S. Sepsis detection at autopsy. J Lab Physicians. 2025;17:231-2. doi:
10.25259/JLP_53_2025

- SY 13 004: Infectious conditions in the heart: from symptoms to diagnosis, the ESGFOR microbiology
perspective, Pr Amparo Fernandez-Rodriguez. 37" European Congress of Pathology, 6 — 10
September 2025, Vienna Austria

- SY 13 00: Infectious conditions in the heart: from symptoms to diagnosis, the pathology perspective,
Pr Marta Cohen. 37" European Congress of Pathology, 6 — 10 September 2025, Vienna Austria

Social media

Don't forget to follow the @ESGFOR X account! News and follow up of events are published monthly.

Upcoming events you may be interested:

- AAFS 2026: Back to Basics: The Fundamentals of Forensic Science. February 9-14, 2026 — New
Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, USA = https://www.aafs.org/annual-conference
- Forensics Europe Expo (FEE). July 1 — 2, 2026 — London, UK = https://forensicseuropeexpo.com/
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