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Annual Report 2025 
1. Publications 

i. Veroniek Saegeman, Amparo Fernandez-Rodriguez, Nihan Ziyade, Raquel Abad Moralejo, 
Marta C Cohen. Fatal Streptococcus pyogenes infections in Spain, Turkey, UK and Belgium 
after pandemics: A comprehensive case series combining microbiology with autopsy 
findings. A study of the ESCMID Study Group for Forensic and Post-Mortem Microbiology 
(ESGFOR). European Journal of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases. 2025. The 
manuscript was accepted on 10 December 2025. 

ii. Tamsin A, Claes A, Van Den Bogaert W, Weynand B, Rodriguez AF, Van de Voorde W, 
Saegeman V. Postmortem microbiological sampling: a prospective ESGFOR-supported 
study on relevance, timing, and site selection. Virchows Arch. 2025 Nov 8. doi: 
10.1007/s00428-025-04330-z 
 

2. Educational activities 
i. Co-organised the course „Unlocking women’s sexual health: the intersection of forensics 

and microbiomes” that took place online on 11-12 November 2025 together with ESGMD 
ii. Supported the symposium «Adquired heart diseases in the pediatric age» during the 37th 

European Congress of Pathology that took place in Vienna, Austria, on 6-10 September 
2025. 2 ESGFOR members spoke: “Infectious conditions in the heart: from symptoms to 
diagnosis: the ESGFOR microbiology perspective.” - Amparo Fernández-Rodríguez,  
“Infectious conditions in the heart: form symptoms to diagnosis: the pathology 
perspective.” - Marta C. Cohen 

iii. Supported the organization of the course “Perinatal Infections” that took place online on 
25 November 2025 
 

3. Proposals for ESCMID Global 2026 

Title of session: Status 
Take the right path: tips on HIV resistance management in the era of new 
antiretrovirals 

Accepted 
session 

What can we learn from archeological studies on healthy microbiome and 
pathogens? 

Reserve 
session 

Induced pluripotent stem cells in viral infection modelling and drug discovery Rejected 
Precision medicine and pharmacogenetics in infectious diseases Rejected 
Died With or From? Rethinking Mortality and Nosocomial Infections through 
Evidence and Autopsy 

Rejected 

New Frontiers in Respiratory Viral Infections: Persistence, Diagnostics, and 
Treatment 

Rejected 

CSI and the microbiologist Rejected 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41205065/
https://www.escmid.org/event-detail/unlocking-women-sexual-health/
https://www.escmid.org/event-detail/unlocking-women-sexual-health/
https://www.espcongress.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ESP_Final-Programme_web_FINAL.pdf
https://www.espcongress.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ESP_Final-Programme_web_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ampatologia.org/web/curso_detalle/65/
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4. Newsletters 

Newsletter Date distributed 
Newsletter March 2025 27th March 2025 
Newsletter August 2025 29th August 2025 
Newsletter November 2025 1st December 2025 
Newsletter December 2025 22th December 2025 

 

5. Web Symposia and virtual events 
i. Organised the web symposium “Post-mortem diagnosis of fungi infection: microbiology, 

pathology, public health, and clinic implications” that took place in May 2025 together with 
EFISG 
 

6. Collaborations  

Amparo Fernández-Rodríguez contributed on behalf of ESGFOR to  

i. the Workshop at the 6th Summer School SEIMC. San Juan de Alicante, Alicante, 17th 
September 2025: “Addressing a BT Scenario: Perspective of Forensic Microbiology from 
ESGFOR (Abordaje de un Escenario BT: Perspectiva de la Microbiología Forense desde el 
ESGFOR)” 

i. the consensus document on the diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted infections 
in adults, children, and adolescents. Ministerio de Sanidad, Spain. ISBN Nº: 978-84-09-
68175-4 (Chapter 7: Sexual aggressions) 

ii. the conference at the SEPAF (Spanish Society of Forensic Pathologists) Annual Meeting 
2025, Santiago de Compostela, Spain, 4th April 2025: “Infectious Death: Etiology, Sample 
Collection Methodology, and Interpretation of Results: ESGFOR Recommendations 
(Muerte Infecciosa: Etiología, metodología de recogida de muestras e interpretación de 
resultados: recomendaciones de ESGFOR)” 
 

7. Other Activities  
i. Come and follow us on X 

ii. Poster P0375 at ESCMID Global 2025 was presented on behalf of the ESGFOR. ESGFOR 
members co-authors: A. Fernández-Rodríguez, Domitille Callon,  L. Andreoletti, M. C. 
Cohen: “Viral myocarditis manifesting as sudden death in infants and children: an ESGFOR 
approach from symptoms to autopsy” 

 

 

 

 

https://x.com/esgfor?lang=de
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8. Administration 

Number of members 436 
Number of attendees at annual business meeting 20 
Information about the composition of the Executive 
Board, including any change 

Chair Marta Cohen 
Secretary Nihan Ziyade 
Treasurer Domitille Callon 

Term of the current Executive Committee 2024-2026 
 

  

 


