
ESGBIES Newsletter - February 2026 

 

Dear ESGBIES Members, 

As we begin 2026, we are excited to share updates on our growing research initiatives, 
upcoming educational opportunities, and continued expansion of our international 
network. We hope you all had a wonderful start to the new year. 

 

Announcement:  

ESCMID Global 2026 in Munich 

Our study group meeting will be held on Sunday the 19th of April, at 8:30-9:30 in room 
ICM 3 

Please contact us if you have new projects you would like to present, or if you would like 
to provide an update on ongoing projects during the meeting. 

We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

ESCMID Global Travel Grants: 

Prizes: €500 X2 

Eligibility: ESCMID Young Scientist Members presenting at ESCMID Global 2026 

Deadline: 12 Feb 2026 

Apply through ESCMID: ESCMID Global Support under study group travel grants 

 

New Publication: 

Scheer CS, Giamarellos-Bourboulis EJ, Annane D, Artigas A, Aslan AT, Bottari G, Bouma 
HR, Černý V, Radivojević RC, Dewitte K, Filipescu D. Blood culture practices and 
microbiological capacity for sepsis diagnostics in Europe (2021–2022): a cross-
sectional analysis of the European Sepsis Care Survey. The Lancet Regional Health–
Europe. 2026 Mar 1;62. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanepe.2025.101570 

 

Active Research Projects - Call for Collaborators 

E. faecalis Left-Sided IE Treatment Study- Target Trial Emulation: Ampicillin plus 
Ceftriaxone vs Ampicillin plus Gentamicin 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.escmid.org%2Fscience-research%2Fgrants-awards%2Fescmid-global-support%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clena.siewert%40escmid.org%7C06dbefb041bc420266f908de69100728%7Ce46f02dfbae84d16a80a9f2a588f9f42%7C0%7C0%7C639063714732813689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TLgA%2Fu%2F1VW4Bw6Td9lH0zOUJWZHxCNjfgDrfTF0Z2Gw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1016%2Fj.lanepe.2025.101570&data=05%7C02%7Clena.siewert%40escmid.org%7C06dbefb041bc420266f908de69100728%7Ce46f02dfbae84d16a80a9f2a588f9f42%7C0%7C0%7C639063714732836371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YkYsEdCmk%2FDbnqiAUL8EM8RE2uKPzvS%2FINY%2FFpa8aA0%3D&reserved=0


A multicentre retrospective observational study led by Dr. Lorenzo Bertolino and Dr. 
Nuria Fernández-Hidalgo to assess comparative effectiveness of different antibiotic 
regimens for E. faecalis left-sided infective endocarditis. 

The study protocol will be presented at the upcoming ESGBIES meeting in Munich 
(ESCMID Global 2026). Centres interested in participating are encouraged to reach out. 

Contact: lorenzo.bertolino@unicampania.it 

 

Management of Cardiac Implantable Electronic Devices in Valvular IE 

"Is Extraction Always Required?" 

Led by the Endocarditis Team at Hospital Universitari Mútua Terrassa and Hospital de 
Bellvitge, Barcelona, Spain 

Study Period: January 2020 - January 2026 
Design: Multicenter, retrospective observational study 

Objectives: 

1. Identify risk factors for CIED infection among CIED carriers with valvular IE 

2. Define patients in whom device extraction may not be required 

3. Describe clinical characteristics, prognosis and clinical course 

4. Develop a predictive clinical score to guide extraction decisions 

Data collection via REDCap platform. Ethics committee approval obtained. 

Contact: alexblancoarevalo@gmail.com 
Investigators: Lucia Boix Palop and Alejandro Blanco Arévalo 

 

Ongoing Studies Seeking Participants 

EPIC-BSI Study 
Our flagship European Prospective Cohort on BloodStream Infections continues 
expansion with 34+ centers from 19 countries. We welcome centers of all sizes to 
participate. 

Contact: 

• Siegbert Rieg: siegbert.rieg@uniklinik-freiburg.de 

• Philipp Mathé: philipp.mathe@uniklinik-freiburg.de 
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Upcoming Webinars - February through May 2026 

February 11, 2026 – 13:00 CET 

"Differences and Similarities Between ESCMID and IDSA Guidelines on MDR GNB, 
Focusing on BSI" 

Speaker: Maya Hites (Belgium) 
Chair: Brigitte Lamy 

Registration: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qm35sWq2S2SGx3SUMyuhkA 

 

March 11, 2026 – 13:00 CET 

"Exploiting Clinical Heterogeneity to Personalize Treatment of S. aureus 
Bacteraemia" 

Speaker: Clark Russell (UK) 
Chair: Francesc Escrihuela Vidal 

Registration: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0h_BDG46R7CWyM4noahLqw 

 

All webinar recordings are available at: https://www.escmid.org/esgbies/ 

 

Educational Opportunities 

ESGICH Course: Infections in Immunocompromised Patients 

Date: March 6-7, 2026 
Location: Starhotels Excelsior, Bologna, Italy 
Scientific Directors: Prof. Pierluigi Viale, Prof. Maddalena Giannella 

This comprehensive two-day course covers infections in immunocompromised hosts, 
from core immunological principles to syndrome-based clinical management. Topics 
include SOT, HSCT, CAR-T therapy, primary immunodeficiencies, viral/bacterial/fungal 
infections, and challenging clinical scenarios. 

Registration Fee: €500 (includes course materials, coffee breaks, lunch, 
accommodation for March 6, and dinner) 
Registration Deadline: February 27, 2026 
Target Audience: Young ID specialists and clinical microbiologists involved in the 
management of immunocompromised hosts 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_Qm35sWq2S2SGx3SUMyuhkA&data=05%7C02%7Clena.siewert%40escmid.org%7C06dbefb041bc420266f908de69100728%7Ce46f02dfbae84d16a80a9f2a588f9f42%7C0%7C0%7C639063714732851757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T8NzdvmwJVmc%2BG5NizRITW94X8sa9%2BSyoHhCTpCPzu0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_0h_BDG46R7CWyM4noahLqw&data=05%7C02%7Clena.siewert%40escmid.org%7C06dbefb041bc420266f908de69100728%7Ce46f02dfbae84d16a80a9f2a588f9f42%7C0%7C0%7C639063714732866984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QS3uZaLg4kiQr5oVaIw0qtag10Asy0hZNsAi5ST%2FyKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.escmid.org%2Fesgbies%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clena.siewert%40escmid.org%7C06dbefb041bc420266f908de69100728%7Ce46f02dfbae84d16a80a9f2a588f9f42%7C0%7C0%7C639063714732883747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FoCj6SCi3Hl2IvWX0r9JTL3LkQxtsIpQVfH9Sh3JlNU%3D&reserved=0


Full programme available at: www.iec-srl.it 
Contact: cristina.casali@iec-srl.it; barbara.dascoli@iec-srl.it 

 

Professional Exchange Opportunity 

ESCMID Observership Programme at Gold Coast University Hospital, Queensland, 
Australia 

Now Accepting Observers! 

Gold Coast University Hospital (GCUH) is one of Queensland's largest tertiary teaching 
hospitals, offering unique clinical and research opportunities in a subtropical coastal 
location. 

Clinical Exposure: 

• Daily ICU-ID rounds 

• Weekly subspecialty MDTs (orthopaedics, haematology, oncology, 
cardiothoracic) 

• Microbiology laboratory rounds 

• Outpatient clinics 

• Exposure to distinctive Australian pathogens and tropical infections (including Q 
fever) 

Duration: Up to one month 
Opportunities: Clinical research projects and collaborative relationships 

To Apply: Visit the ESCMID Observership portal 

Questions? Contact Burcu Isler at burcu.isler@uq.edu.au 

Experience infectious diseases practice in the Australian healthcare system while 
enjoying the Gold Coast's beautiful coastline! 

 

Warm regards, 

The ESGBIES Executive Committee https://www.escmid.org/esgbies/ 
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