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December 2025

Message from the Executive Committee

Dear ESGBIES Members,

As we approach the end of 2025, we want to reflect on a year of significant

achievements and growth for our ESGBIES community. From our successful Milan

Endocarditis Course to multiple research publications and well-attended webinars, our

members have demonstrated exceptional commitment to advancing knowledge in

bloodstream infections, endocarditis, and sepsis.

We look forward to continuing this momentum into 2026 and wish you all a peaceful

holiday season.

2025 Highlights and Achievements

660 new members joined since October 2025 — welcome to all our new
members! Total membership now exceeds 2500 members from around the world

Successfully delivered "Update on Endocarditis and Endovascular Infections"
workshop in Milan (November 6-8) with excellent feedback and strong
attendance

Hosted multiple well-attended webinars on bloodstream infections, sepsis, and
infective endocarditis

Research Publications:

Early oral switch therapy for infective endocarditis: An international cross-
sectional survey on current use in clinical practice.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2950590925000058

Status of Sepsis Care in European Hospitals: Results from an International
Cross-Sectional Survey https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39787606/

How to manage patients receiving long-term suppressive antibiotic treatment for
infective endocarditis: The role of [18F]-FDGCT/CT imaging-An international
multidisciplinary survey https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41022171/

What Is the Impact of Anti-Enterococcal Empirical Therapy on Survival of
Patients With Enterococcal Bloodstream Infections?"
https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaf323


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2950590925000058
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39787606/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41022171/
https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaf323

Awards and Recognition
2025 ESGBIES Best Article Award Winner

We are delighted to announce that Dr Linda Bussini has been awarded the 2025
ESGBIES Best Article Award (€1,000) for her publication:

"What Is the Impact of Anti-Enterococcal Empirical Therapy on Survival of Patients With
Enterococcal Bloodstream Infections?" https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaf323

This important work represents a significant contribution to our understanding of
optimal empirical therapy strategies for enterococcal bloodstream infections.
Congratulations to Dr Bussini and all co-authors!

Upcoming Webinars - December 2025 through March 2026
December 17, 2025 -13:00 CET

"BSI due to Coagulase-negative Staphylococcus - Risk Stratification and
Management"

e Speaker: Luis Eduardo Lépez-Cortés
e Chair: Laura Escola-Vergé

Registration:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/830545199337?pwd=LliCbJbQiEg68h3Ciqv4zmOBQOJ2XxPn.1

January 14, 2026 - 13:00 CET

ESGBIES Young Scientist Webinar: "Antimicrobial Lock Therapy in Catheter-Related
Bloodstream Infections"

e Chair: Yasemin Cakir Kiymaz
Presentations:

e Antimicrobial Lock Therapy in Catheter-Related Gram-positive Bacteremia -
Sunit Sikdar (All India Institute of Medical Sciences, India)

e Antimicrobial Lock Therapy in Catheter-Related Gram-negative Bacteremia -
Chiara Fanelli (University of Sassari, Italy)

e Antimicrobial Lock Therapy in Catheter-Related Candidemia - Eren Ozturk
(Ankara University, Turkey)


https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaf323
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83054519933?pwd=liCbJbQiEg68h3Ciqv4zmOBOJ2XxPn.1

Registration:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4PuazC7CT9iptRjKgGlZxg

February 11, 2026 - 13:00 CET

"Differences and Similarities Between ESCMID and IDSA Guidelines on MDR GNB,
Focusing on BSI"

e Speaker: Maya Hites
e Chair: Brigitte Lamy

Registration:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/\WN_Qm35sWq2S2SGx3SUMyuhkA

March 11, 2026 - 13:00 CET

"Exploiting Clinical Heterogeneity to Personalize Treatment of S. aureus
Bacteraemia"

e Speaker: Clark Russell
e Chair: Belen Gutierrez

Registration:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0h_BDG46R7CWyM4noahlLgw

CUSTOM-UTI survey

® CUSTOM-UTI survey: help define when to stop antibiotics in systemic UTI!
The CUSTOM-UTI study team invites European clinicians treating hospitalised adults with
systemic urinary tract infections (sUTI), including bacteremic UTI and urosepsis, to join a short
(+/-15 min.) survey.

? In observational studies, the median antibiotic treatment duration for sUTI is 12 days, with
30% of cases exceeding 14 days. However, many, but not all, patients may be adequately
treated with shorter courses. Developing customised stop criteria could reduce overall
antibiotic use while maintaining effectiveness.

@© Goal: to develop consensus-based antibiotic stop criteria for sUTI. Stop criteria will be
tested for effectiveness and safety in a clinical trial.

~ Help improve antibiotic stewardship for sUTI patients! Click here to open the survey.


https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4PuazC7CT9iptRjKgGlZxg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qm35sWq2S2SGx3SUMyuhkA
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https://umcutrecht.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cM7up9n0PMggB70

On behalf of the CUSTOM-UTI phase 1 study team: Chantal Kats, Dr. Thijs ten Doesschate, Dr.
Paul van der Linden, Prof. Marc Bonten, Dr. Merel Lambregts, Prof. Suzanne Geerlings, Prof.
Jesus Rodriguez-Bafo, Dr. lva Buti¢, Dr. Angela Huttner, and Prof. Florian Wagenlehner.
Questions?: c.j.a.r.kats-4@umcutrecht.nl.

Research Updates
Active Research Projects

EPIC-BSI Study Our flagship European Prospective Cohort on BloodStream Infections
continues expansion with 34+ centers from 19 countries. Database construction
complete and ready for data collection.

Frailty and IE Study Examining impact of infective endocarditis on frailty and quality of
life in elderly patients (=70 years). Finished recruitment.

BESOS Study Barcelona Endocarditis Surgery Outcome Score development ongoing
with recruitment exceeding 800 cases across multiple countries.

COMM-BAC Study New prospective study on community-acquired bloodstream
infections - seeking additional participating centers for 2026 launch.

CIED Management in Valvular IE Study New study examining management of
implantable cardiac devices in patients with valvular infective endocarditis.

Guidelines and Position Papers
Active Contributions:

e Joint IDSA/ESCMID Practice Guideline on S. aureus bacteremia (18 PICO
questions - publication expected 2026)

e ESCMID iGAS (Invasive Group A Streptococcal Infections) guideline proposal
under review

e Joint Document on "The Clinical Value of [18F]FDG-PET/CT in Bacteraemia and
Other Blood Stream Infections" - ESGBIES nominees selected

e Quality-of-care indicators in bloodstream infection management (development
ongoing)

Awards Program - 2026 Cycle

ESGBIES Best Abstract Award (€500 first prize, €300 second prize)


mailto:c.j.a.r.kats-4@umcutrecht.nl

e For: ESCMID Young Scientist Members presenting at ESCMID Global 2026
e Application Period: March 1-15, 2026
e Apply to: lauraescola@gmail.com

Eligibility Note: Previous award recipients are eligible to apply again after a two-year
waiting period.

Research Participation Opportunities

EPIC-BSI Study - Seeking Additional Centers Join our flagship study in 2026. We
welcome centers of all sizes to participate in this important multinational research
initiative across three study arms (Registry, Diagnostic, Management).

Contact:

e Siegbert Rieg: sieghert.rieg@uniklinik-freiburg.de

e Philipp Mathé: philipp.mathe@uniklinik-freiburg.de

BESOS Study - Ongoing Recruitment Barcelona Endocarditis Surgery Outcome Score
development continues. Centers performing IE surgery welcome to participate.

Contact:

e nufernan@gmail.com

¢ marcotomasino21@gmail.com

Share Your 2025 Achievements

As we close out the year, we'd love to hear about your accomplishments:
e Publications or presentations
e Career advancements or new positions
e Awards or grants received

e Research milestones

Contact Information
ESGBIES Executive Committee (2025-2027):

e Brigitte Lamy (Chair): brigitte_lamy@yahoo.fr
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Siegbert Rieg (Science Officer): siegbert.rieg@uniklinik-freiburg.de

Michele Bartoletti (Education Officer): michele.bartoletti@hunimed.eu

Burcu Isler (Secretary): burcu.isler@ug.edu.au

Laura Escola-Vergé (Treasurer): lauraescola@gmail.com

Visit our website: ESCMID Study Groups

All webinar recordings available at: https://www.escmid.org/esgbies/
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