ESGB Newsletter - April 2026

Dear ESGB Member,

We are pleased to share with you the key outcomes of the recent in-person ESGB Executive
Committee (EC) meeting held in Bratislava (March 12 and 13™), where we defined strategic
priorities for 2026—2027, reviewed ongoing activities, and advanced preparations for ESCMID
Global 2027.

Here is a summary of all the key discussion points and decisions.

ESGB Executive Committee 2025-2027 — Summary of Roles & Responsibilities

Role Name Main Responsibilities

Ensures compliance with statutes; leads meetings;
Claus Moser (DK) submits proposals and annual reports; oversees overall
functioning of the Study Group.

Manages communication; prepares newsletters; updates
website content; liaises with other Study Groups;
supports coordination of activities.

Maria Dolores Macia
Romero — Maril6 (ES)

Secretary

Promotes research; manages grant calls; coordinates
scientific proposals; supports scientific activities and
collaborations.

Scientific Luis Rodrigues Melo
Officer (PT)

Oversees finances; approves expenses; prepares financial

Treasurer Margreet C. Vos (NL . .
g (NL) reports; presents budget at the annual business meeting.

Coordinates courses, webinars, and educational
Helena Bujdakova (SL) activities; develops the Study Group’s core curriculum;
plans workshops.

Educational
Officer

Margherita Cacaci (IT) Leads social media and communication; supports
(pending ESCMID webinars; contributes to scientific and educational
confirmation) initiatives.

Ad hoc
Member

Margherita will officially join after ESCMID approval in Munich.
Succession planning for 2027 should begin soon, as Claus and Marilé will complete their terms.

During the meeting, it was emphasized the importance of strengthening the visibility and
active participation of all EC members. This is also a priority of ESCMID and help ensure
continuity of the EC. This includes ensuring a more prominent presence at the upcoming
Business Meeting in Munich (Monday, 20.04.2026, from 11:00 to 12:00 at Room ICM 2) as well
as at Eurobiofilms 2026 (Guimaraes, Portugal, June 17-20), fostering increased interaction with
other Study Groups, and beginning preparations for the leadership transitions expected in the
coming years.



The EC also reviewed the educational activities planned for 2026-2027. The upcoming webinar
schedule includes sessions led by Margherita and Helena in September, Greet in October, and
Marilé in November or December 2026. In addition to these webinars, several workshop
initiatives were discussed. Claus will organise an animal-model workshop at Eurobiofilms 2026,
with the intention of repeating it in 2027 as a two-day event. Helena proposed hosting a
technical workshop on Galleria in Bratislava in 2027, while Greet suggested establishing a
rhythm of repeating educational activities every one to two years to ensure continuity and
expertise.

Communication and outreach were also key topics. Margherita will take the lead on ESGB
communication efforts, including the creation of LinkedIn and Instagram accounts to enhance
visibility and engagement. The EC agreed that newsletters should remain concise and that
social media will be used to promote opportunities, research activities, and upcoming
webinars. Additionally, Lena will be contacted to set up a dedicated ESGB email address.

Regarding ESCMID Global 2027, no external session proposals have been received yet. The EC
agreed that each member will prepare and submit two to four session ideas in the coming
days. Collaborations with other Study Groups will be encouraged, and previously rejected
proposals may be resubmitted if updated. Specific thematic assignments were distributed: Luis
will focus on alternative agents; Marilé on PK/PD; Margherita on fungal and bloodstream
infections; Greet on ESGS topics; and Claus on implant and bloodstream infections.

The EC also discussed scientific support activities. One of the main challenges identified was
the absence of grant applications last year, highlighting the need for improved communication.
Increasing ESGB visibility at Eurobiofilms and encouraging collaborative publications were also
considered priorities. To support these goals, as mentioned before, LinkedIn will be used to
rapidly disseminate opportunities and deadlines, and members will be reminded to include
ESGB affiliation in publications involving more than three ESGB members from at least two
countries.

Margreet presented the grant submission process and stressed the importance of EC review to
ensure the quality of proposals. The EC agreed to establish an internal deadline for
submissions, and noted that new selection criteria may be needed if the number of proposals
remains low.

The financial report for 2025-2026 was also reviewed, showing contributions from ESCMID,
travel reimbursements, and Eurobiofilms income, resulting in a final balance of —19,790.76 €.
Despite this, the EC decided to continue holding one annual in-person meeting, along with an
additional transition meeting in late 2027. The next in-person EC meeting will take place in
Rome in early February 2027.

Finally, an update on Eurobiofilms 2026 was provided: 237 abstracts were submitted, of which
127 were selected for oral presentation. Notifications were sent on April 1, and the
programme is now nearly finalised.



We would like to remind you of the next group meeting in Munich:

Study Group Name: ESGB

Date and Time: Monday, April 20, 2026, 11:00-12:00

Room name: Room ICM 2

Maximum room capacity (for your information): 125

Save the date!

Best regards from the ESGB EC and see you soon in Minich!



Annex - Photographs of the Meeting in Bratislava
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