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Dear ESGARS members, 

 

Welcome to our Q3 ESGARS Newsletter! 

In this issue, we are delighted to share highlights from a very productive quarter for our 

community. Three successful ESCMID Postgraduate Courses were delivered across Europe in 

Spain, Türkiye, and Croatia. Each advancing expertise in antimicrobial resistance surveillance 

and strengthening international collaboration. 

We are also excited to look ahead and introduce the next course planned for mid 2026 in Athens, 

Greece. Thank you for your continued engagement and commitment - together, we continue to 

strengthen AMR surveillance across regions. 

 

Stay tuned, 

ESGARS Executive Committee 
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ESCMID Postgraduate Course: 2nd Hands On Workshop on Pseudomonas aeruginosa 

Resistance Phenotypes and Whole Genome Sequence Resistome Analysis 

Palma de Mallorca, Spain 

1–5 September 2025 

 

The second edition of this highly specialized ESCMID workshop successfully brought together 

20 selected participants (from 54 applicants and 10 ESCMID grantees) for an intensive five-

day training led by 17 faculty experts. 

The programme combined lectures and hands-on laboratory work focusing on antibiotic 

resistance mechanisms in P. aeruginosa, phenotypic susceptibility testing, and whole-genome 

sequencing workflows: from DNA extraction, library preparation, and sequencing to data 

interpretation and resistome analysis. Participants also presented their own cases and engaged 

in interactive group discussions. 

Highlights included sessions on EUCAST AST interpretation, detection of novel β-lactam 

resistance, carbapenemase diagnostics, regulation of resistance expression and AMR 

epidemiology. WGS bioinformatics training provided participants with practical competence 

in analyzing sequencing data and linking genotypic markers with clinical resistance profiles. 

The course concluded with an integrated final analysis session, summarizing findings and 

discussing the implementation of these diagnostic strategies in clinical laboratories.  

This workshop once again demonstrated the high value of specialized hands-on training in 

supporting global efforts to improve antimicrobial resistance detection and surveillance. 
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Figure 1. Participants of the 2nd ESCMID Hands-on Workshop on P. aeruginosa AMR & 

WGS, Palma de Mallorca, Spain 2025  
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ESCMID Postgraduate Course: Basic principles in Diagnostic Stewardship 

Zadar, Croatia 

14 - 17 September 2025 

 

The University of Zadar hosted a European course on infectious disease diagnostics titled 

“Basic principles in Diagnostic Stewardship”, which took place from 14 - 17 September 2025 

in Zadar, Croatia. 

The course was organized by the European Society for Clinical Microbiology and Infectious 

Diseases (ESCMID) in collaboration with the AMR Study Group of the Croatian Society for 

Clinical Microbiology and the University of Zadar. ESCMID included this course in its Train 

the Trainer educational program, meaning it was intended for top experts and key opinion 

leaders who are expected to transfer the knowledge gained during the course to physicians in 

their home countries. 

The number of participants was limited to ensure a high level of interactivity; despite this, the 

course gathered participants from 26 countries across four continents. A total of 22 participants 

were supported, including 6 through the ESCMID Foundation grant, 6 through the ESCMID 

grant, and 10 through the European Clinical Research Alliance for Infectious Diseases 

(ECRAID) grant. 

The main theme of the course was the standardization and optimization of infectious disease 

diagnostics. Microorganisms are changing rapidly, with the most concerning trend being the 

development of antibiotic resistance in bacterial pathogens. These challenges must be met with 

rapid diagnostics that, in addition to technological solutions, require strong education in the 

complex interpretation of results and the promotion of a team-based approach to caring for 

patients with infectious diseases, as well as close collaboration between clinical 

microbiologists, infectious disease specialists, and other medical professionals. 
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Figure 2. Course Participants at the ESCMID “Train the Trainer” Diagnostics Course, Zadar 

2025  
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ESCMID Foundation Course: Implementation of New Rapid Diagnostic and 

Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing Methods for Bloodstream Infections 

Istanbul, Türkiye 

15 - 17 October 2025 

 

The ESCMID Foundation Course “Implementation of New Rapid Diagnostic and 

Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing Methods for Bloodstream Infections” was held onsite 

in Istanbul, Türkiye, from 15 - 17 October 2025 at the Rahmi M. Koç Academy of 

Interventional Medicine, Education, and Simulation (RMK AIMES).  

The course was hosted jointly by KUISCID (Koç University İşbank Center for Infectious 

Diseases) and the Turkish Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases 

(KLİMİK), in collaboration with ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance 

Surveillance (ESGARS) and ESCMID Study Group for Bloodstream Infections, Endocarditis, 

and Sepsis (ESGBIES). 

This international event gathered 20 expert faculty from eight countries and welcomed 44 

participants from 19 countries. Ten attendees were supported with ESCMID Attendance 

Grants based on scientific merit and career potential. 

Across three days, participants received hands-on laboratory training, case-based learning, and 

lectures focused on innovative rapid diagnostic tools and AST methods for bloodstream 

infections. Special attention was given to the EUCAST Rapid AST (RAST) method, with 

practical sessions in performing and interpreting results. The course also emphasized the role 

of rapid diagnostics in antimicrobial stewardship and improved patient outcomes. 

The event was accredited by the European Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 

Education (EACCME®) for up to 21 European CME credits (ECMEC®s). This course once 

again demonstrated ESCMID’s commitment to promoting education and strengthening 

multidisciplinary expertise in clinical microbiology and infectious diseases. 
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Figure 3. Course Participants at the ESCMID Rapid Diagnostics Training, Istanbul, Türkiye 

2025 
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Save the Date: ESGARS International Conference: 20 – 23 May 2026, Athens 

 

We are pleased to invite you to the upcoming ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial 

Resistance Surveillance (ESGARS) conference, to be held 20 - 23 May 2026 in Athens, 

Greece. Under the theme “Surveying and Combating AMR in East & South Europe and 

the Mediterranean Basin” this gathering will bring together clinical microbiologists, 

infectious-disease specialists, public-health professionals, and researchers from across the 

region to exchange data, discuss emerging AMR trends, and strengthen regional cooperation. 

 

We encourage you to submit an abstract for oral or poster presentation, a chance to showcase 

your work to an international audience. A full draft programme will be released soon; stay 

tuned for updates and more information can be found here: Conference information. 

 

 

 

Join us in shaping the future of ESGARS webinars in 2025 and 2026 

 

We are planning a series of ESGARS webinars in 2025 and 2026, and we would love them to 

reflect your interests and needs. Our focus will remain on key topics related to antimicrobial 

resistance, and your input will help us select relevant themes and expert speakers. 

 

If you have suggestions for topics or recommendations for speakers, please share them with 

the ESGARS Executive Committee. Your contribution will help us continue to deliver valuable 

and engaging educational content for our community. 

  

https://imaginecongress.gr/escmid-study-group-for-antimicrobial-resistance-surveillance/


ESGARS Newsletter  
Volume 1 | Issue 3 

 4th December 2025 
 

9 
 

 

ESGARS Executive Committee 
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