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Message from the ESGARS Executive Committee

Dear ESGARS members,

In this mid-year issue, we are thrilled to share the latest updates regarding recent activities since
the last newsletter. We will be highlighting the proposed ESCMID sessions for next year,
sharing insights from the well-received UTI course held in Dubrovnik, and providing
information on upcoming courses planned for the rest of the year.

We are so excited to continue building our ESGARS community with you! We want to hear
from you about your ideas for our next amazing webinars. We are looking forward to engaging
even more with our ESGARS community, and we would love your input on future webinar
topics and expert speakers.

Stay tuned,
ESGARS Executive Committee

Study Group for
Antimicrobial Resistance
Surveillance ESGARS

'} ESCMID
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Accepted Sessions Proposed by ESGARS for ESCMID Global 2026

The forthcoming ESCMID Global conference is scheduled to take place in Munich, Germany,
from April 17 to 21, 2026. This year, the selection committee received a high volume of
proposals, resulting in a particularly competitive selection process. The following list contains
the sessions that have been accepted for next year's conference.

We would like to express our gratitude to all those who participated in the submission process
and proposed sessions for the conference. While it was regrettably not possible to include all of
them, the effort and interest demonstrated are deeply appreciated.

Title of 2-hour Symposium

Antimicrobial resistance on the menu: global risks across the food chain

Category: 3. Bacterial susceptibility & resistance

Co-organisers: ESCMID Food- and Water-borne Infections Study Group (EFWISG), ESCMID Study Group for
Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (ESGARS)

Global risk mapping of XDR Typhoid: from genomic insights Gagandeep Kang

to possible threats IN

Global resistance trend of Campylobacter, predictive Bruno Silvester Lopes
modelling and novel intervention strategies UK
Exploring the Rise of AMR in Invasive NTS: Mechanisms, Juan J. Carrique-Mas
Mobility, and Global Trends VN

Silent Spreaders: Tracking Carbapenemase-Producing Valeria Bortolaia
Enterobacterales in the Food Chain DK
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Title of 2-hour Symposium

Screening for multidrug-resistant pathogens in various populations: are we doing good?

Category: 8. Healthcare-associated infections, infection prevention & control

Co-organisers: ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (ESGARS), ESCMID Study Group for
Infections in the Elderly (ESGIE)

_ _ ) ) Elda Righi

Rectal screening and perioperative prophylaxis UK
Implications of positive MDR bacterial screen for clinical Marco Falcone
practice: algorithm for treatment IT

) ) Yesim Besli
Screening for MDR bacteria and Candida auris: 1ab methods TR
Rectal screen for MDR bacteria in haematological and solid Michael J. Satlin
organ transplant patients US

2-hour Symposium

Global landscape of AMR surveillance in Gram-negative bacteria

Category: 3. Bacterial susceptibility & resistance

Co-organisers: ESCMID AMR Action Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance
(ESGARS), ESCMID Study Group for Public Health Microbiology (ESGPHM), European Centre for Disease Prevention
and Control (ECDC), International Society for Infectious Diseases (ISID)

Insights from the genomic surveillance of CRE in Europe: Lemonia Skoura

ongoing challenges GR

. . ) . . Paul G. Higgins
Current epidemiology of CRAb in Europe: diagnostic advances

DE
Revolutionising informal AMR data sources vs traditional Tin Tin Myaing
interfaces MM
Genomic insights into AMR surveillance: lessons from South Balaji Veeraraghavan
and South-East Asia IN
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Title of 1-hour Symposium

Therapeutic management of carbapenem-resistant Gram-negative infections: where are we

globally?

Category: 3. Bacterial susceptibility & resistance
Co-organisers: Clinical Infectious Diseases Society of India, ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance
Surveillance (ESGARS), ESCMID Study Group for Critically 11l Patients (ESGCIP), European Society of Intensive Care

Medicine
) ] . Anupa Thampy
Treating carbapenem-resistant Enterobacterales in HIC and LMIC N
Beyond Enterobacterales: advances in the management of Michele Bartoletti
carbapenem resistant non-fermenters IT
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ESCMID Postgraduate Course: UTI Revisited - Update on Diagnosis and Treatment of
UTI

ESCMID Course report
Dubrovnik, Croatia
12 - 13 May 2025

The ESCMID Postgraduate Course UTI revisited - update on diagnosis and treatment of UTI,
held in Dubrovnik on 12 - 13 of May 2025, brought together experts in urology, infectious
diseases, and clinical microbiology. The course focused on discussing the latest clinical and
laboratory guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of various forms of UTIs.

Through lectures and interactive workshops, participants had the opportunity to deepen their
knowledge and engage in discussion about the challenges they face in daily clinical practice.
This well received course provided a valuable platform for experience sharing and professional
networking, supporting the continued improvement of patient care and the rational use of
antibiotics in the fight against antimicrobial resistance.

Figure 1. UTI course participants and faculty in Dubrovnik
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Upcoming ESGARS events

In the second half of this year, we have prepared three courses focused on key topics in
microbiology and antimicrobial resistance. Below is a brief overview of each course, and more
information can be found online.

2nd Hands on Workshop on Pseudomonas - e : :
aeruginosa Resistance Phenotypes and Whole Basic Principles in Diagnostic Stewardship
Genome Sequence Resistome Analysis

Onsite
Onsite

14 - 17 September 2025

01 - 05 Spetember 2025 Zadar, Croatia

Palma de Mallorca, Spain

Implementation of

New Rapid Diagnostic and Antimicrobial
Susceptibility Testing Methods for Bloodstream
Infections

Onsite

15 - 17 October 2025
Istanbul, Tiirkiye

Figure 2. Courses organized by ESGARS in the second half of 2025.

ESGARS is proceeding with preparations for the upcoming conference

An ESGARS conference is being organized for May 2026, with the title "Surveying and
Combating AMR in the Highly Endemic East - South Europe and Mediterranean Basin." The
event is scheduled to take place in Athens, Greece, with the specific date to be disclosed in the
near future. The program will be available in the near future, and all members will be notified
accordingly.
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Join us in shaping the future of ESGARS webinars in 2025

We want to hear your ideas for this year’s ESGARS webinars. The plan is to organize four
webinars in 2025, focused on topics related to antimicrobial resistance and we’d love them to
reflect your interests.

This is where we need your help. If you have a topic in mind or a suggestion for a speaker,
please share your ideas with ESGARS EC.

ESGARS Executive Committee

Antonio Oliver
Science Officer

Spyros Pournaras
Chairperson

-

spyrpournaras@yahoo.gr antonio.oliver@ssib.es

Yesim Besli Iva Butic

Secretary Education Officer
\ ysm5li@hotmail.com q ibutic@bfm.hr

Ini Adebiyi

Treasurer

iniadebiyi@yahoo.com

Newsletter created by Josip Ujevic (jujevic@bfm.hr)
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