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Message from the ESGARS Executive Committee 

 

 

Dear ESGARS members, 

 

Welcome to the first ESGARS newsletter of 2025!  

We’re excited to share our plans for the year ahead and to keep you informed about all the 

activities we’re working on to strengthen our study group and support knowledge sharing. 

In this issue, you’ll find an overview of what’s coming up, along with a short recap of past 

sessions from this year. 

 

Stay tuned, 

ESGARS Executive Committee 
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Open business meeting of ESGARS Study Group 

 

ESCMID Global  

Vienna, 13 April 2025 

 

During the ESCMID Global 2025 congress, we had the pleasure of hosting an open meeting for 

all current members and those interested in joining the ESGARS study group. We’re excited to 

share that this year saw an increase in active membership — our study group now includes 1050 

active members, and the number continues to grow. 

We’re also proud to announce that this year ESGARS supported three young researchers by 

awarding attendance grants of €900 each, for ESCMID Global 2025 to those who gave oral or 

ePoster Flash Session presentations at the congress. The grant recipients and their presentations 

were: 

1. Alma Tostman (Netherlands) 
• 1-hour Oral Session: Five years of experience with the virtual international 

postgraduate diploma in infection prevention and control from the Infection 

Control Africa Network. 

• 1-hour Oral Session: The development process, impact and implementation of 

an educational VR-module in infection prevention and control for medical 

students and healthcare workers in the Netherlands. 

2. Mathias Chiarastelli Salomao (Brasil) 
• ePoster flash Session: Evaluating the impact of a rapid screening test for 

carbapenem-resistant organisms in Brazilian intensive care units. 

3. Ruchika Gupta (UK) 
• ePoster flash Session: Vancomycin dependent Enterococci: an evolutionary 

dead end or the ultimate evolution of a superbug. 

 

This year, we plan to organize four courses and one ESGARS conference. You can find more 

details below in this newsletter. 
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ESGARS Sessions held at ESCMID Global 2025 

 

During the congress, ESGARS hosted several sessions, including two 2-hour symposia, one 

educational session, and three 1-hour symposia. The full programme is shown below, and 

recordings are available on the ESCMID virtual congress platform if you would like to watch 

the replays. 

 

Title of 2-hour Symposium 

AMR Surveillance in low resource countries: insights into clinical and policy translation 

Chair: Kwame Ohene Buabeng and H. Rogier Van Doorn 

New indicators in national monitoring and evaluation of AMR 

supported by improved data utilization 

Direk Limmathurotsakul 

Thailand 

Interdisciplinary investigation of the drivers and burden of 

AMR in urinary tract infections 

Stephen Mshana 

United Republic Of Tanzania 

A clinically-oriented AMR surveillance network: case-based 

surveillance and implementation 

Paul Turner 

Cambodia 

National prescribing guidelines based on AMR surveillance 

data 

Vilada Chansamouth 

Lao People's Democratic Republic 

  

Molecular epidemiology, resistance mechanisms and management of Gram-negative bacteria 

Chair: Agnes Maria Sonnevend and Kyriaki Xanthopoulou 

Globally emerging resistance patterns of Enterobacterales 
Sasheela Ponnampalavanar 

Malaysia 

Non-fermenters still important globally: a review of spread 

and resistance 

Anupa Thampy 

India 

Tailoring treatment to resistant Gram-negative bacteria: newer 

therapeutic approaches 

Juan P. Horcajada 

Spain 

Innovative rapid diagnostic methodologies for Gram-negative 

pathogens 

Laurent Dortet 

France 
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Title of Educational Session 

AMR Surveillance: current challenges and new perspectives 

Chair: Tomislav Mestrovic and Anna Both 
The essentials of GRAM project: data sources, methodology and 

challenges in estimating AMR burden 
Authia Gray 

United States 

Networks for surveillance of AMR in animal pathogens Lucie Collineau 

France 
Transition to genomic-based methodology for surveillance and 

outbreak detection to effectively combat AMR 
Camilla Wiuff Coia 

Denmark 
Implementing and running hospital-wide genomic surveillance of 

pathogens 
Alexander Mellmann 

Germany 
 

 

Title of 1-hour Symposium 

Vaccines and antimicrobial resistance 

Chair: Iva Butic and Zitta Barrella Harboe 
The impact of current and future vaccines on AMR: from 

pneumococcal to COVID-19 
Mateusz Hasso-Agopsowicz 

Switzerland 

Can vaccines against AMR be translated into policy? William Hausdorff 

United States 
  

Global clones and evolving resistance mechanisms towards newer beta-lactams: where are we 

heading? 
Chair: Yeşim Beşli and Spyros Pournaras 

Carbapenemase-producing Enterobacterales: the not so good, the 

bad and the ugly. 
Arjana Tambic Andrasevic 

Croatia 
The P. aeruginosa frightening cocktail: high-risk clones, 

horizontally-acquired resistance and evolving mutational 

resistome 

Katy Jeannot 

France 

  

Predicting antibiotic susceptibility profiles from whole genome sequencing: state of the art 

Chair: Warner Rupitsch and Balaji Veeraraghavan 
Impact of the WHO's developed catalogue of mutations on rapid 

TB diagnosis and treatment 
Thomas Schön 

Sweden 
Antimicrobial resistance prediction using whole genome 

sequencing 
Patricia Simner 

United States 
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Session Proposal Entry for ESCMID Global 2026  

 

Since we are fresh off this year’s ESCMID Global 2025 congress in Vienna, we’d like to kick 

things off by inviting you to share your ideas for the next congress in 2026, which will take 

place in Munich, Germany. We look forward to receiving your suggestions and hope to 

showcase some of them at the upcoming event.  

The call for session proposals for ESCMID Global 2026 is open from 15 April 2025, 9:00 

CEST until 07 May 2025, 17:00. The detailed timeline is shown in Figure 1. Please send the 

proposals for the sessions by 28 April 2025! The Executive Committee of ESGARS will 

review and select the submitted proposals by 05 May 2025.  

 

 

Figure 1. Timeline for session proposal submission for the ESCMID Global 2026 

conference. 

• Proposal 
submission 

open

15 April - 07 
May

• Rating by 
EPC 

members

13 May - 27 May

• Proposal 
selection during 

EPC meeting

16 - 17 June

• Results of 
proposing 

entities

July
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ESGARS networks and other research collaborations 

 

The ESGARS Study Group is currently involved in four research collaborations: 

▪ ISARPAE – Improving Surveillance of Antibiotic-Resistant Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa in Europe 

Focused on improving surveillance efforts across the Europe. 

▪ Genomic epidemiology, resistome analysis and prediction of susceptibility profiles 

from whole genome sequences in Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolates from European 

hospitals 

This project aims to analyze the resistome and predict antimicrobial susceptibility 

profiles from whole genome sequences of P. aeruginosa isolates collected from 

European hospitals. It was awarded the ESCMID Study Groups 2024 Grant (jointly 

supported by ESGARS and ESGEM). 

▪ APPLE 2023 – Assessing Prevalence, Population Structure, and Resistance 

Mechanisms of Linezolid-Resistant Enterococci 

A multicenter study funded by the ESCMID Study Groups 2024 Grant with the 

support of ESGARS and ESGMD. 

▪ ReSuBacfrag – Resistance Surveillance of Bacteroides fragilis 

This project, supported by ESGAI and ESGARS, focuses on resistance trends in B. 

fragilis. 

 

Upcoming ESGARS events  

 

In the coming year, we have prepared four courses focused on key topics in microbiology and 

antimicrobial resistance. Below is a brief overview of each course, and more information can 

be found online. For some of these courses, attendance grants are still available, so be sure to 

check them out. 
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Figure 2. Courses organized by ESGARS in 2025. 

 

Additionally, we are organizing an ESGARS conference “Surveying and Combating AMR in 

the Highly Endemic East – South Europe and Mediterranean Basin” in May 2026. It will take 

place in Athens, Greece, with the exact date to be announced soon. The programme will be 

available shortly, and all members will be notified. 

 

Help Us Shape the 2025 ESGARS Webinars 

We want to hear your ideas for this year’s ESGARS webinars. The plan is to organize four 

webinars in 2025, focused on topics related to antimicrobial resistance — and we’d love them 

to reflect your interests. 

 

This is where we need your help. If you have a topic in mind or a suggestion for a speaker, 

please share your ideas with ESGARS EC. 
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ESGARS Executive Committee 
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