
 
 
Elections of the ESGARS Executive Committee, term 2026-2028. 

Election Committee 

Antonio Oliver Palomo 

Surbhi Malhotra-Kumar 

 

Nominations 
Nominations were open from 6 January to 3 February 2026.  107/2541 members participated in the 
nomination phase. The following 208 members were nominated or nominated themselves. 
 

Nominee Name Nomination 
status 

No. of 
Supports 

Decision Election 
Committee 

Mr Prof. Jean-Marc Rolain accepted 11 accepted 
Mr Prof. Spyros Pournaras accepted 9 accepted 
Ms Dr Yeşim Beşli accepted 8 accepted 
Ms Dr Sarita Mohapatra accepted 6 accepted 
Mr Dr Béla Kocsis accepted 5 accepted 
Ms Dr Nadia Jaidane accepted 5 accepted 
Ms Dr Iva Butic accepted 4 accepted 
Mr Dr Ayorinde Oluwatobiloba Afolayan accepted 4 accepted 
Ms Prof. Özlem Kurt Azap accepted 3 accepted 
Mr Dr David van Duin accepted 3 accepted 
Mr Dr Thierry Naas accepted 3 accepted 
Ms Dr Vladimira Ticic accepted 3 accepted 
Mr Dr Abdurrahman Hassan Jibril accepted 3 accepted 
Mr Dr Laurent Poirel accepted 2 accepted 
Ms Prof. Rossitza Vatcheva-Dobrevska accepted 2 accepted 
Ms Dr Jaya Biswas accepted 2 accepted 
Mr Prof. Otar Chokoshvili accepted 2 accepted 
Mr Tochukwu Agboeze accepted 2 accepted 
Ms Ini Adebiyi accepted 2 accepted 
Mr Prof Valeriu Gheorghiță accepted 2 accepted 
Ms Prof. Annarita Mazzariol accepted 2 accepted 
Mr Dr Onur Karatuna accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Sofia Vourli accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Refath Farzana accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Vittoria Mattioni Marchetti accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Deirdre Collins accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Syed Abul Hassan Md Abdullah accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Neha Nityadarshini accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Nadia Noreen accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Ayodele Akinyele accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Federica Attaianese accepted 1 rejected 



 
 

Ms Prof Katy Jeannot accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Dominique L. Monnet accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Zeba Nasir accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Teresa Gonçalves Ribeiro accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Laura Dabos accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Prof. Natália Carrillo Gaeta accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Silvija Šoprek Strugar accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Tim Eckmanns accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Helmi Sulaiman accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Apostolos Liakopoulos accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Prof. Ruchika Gupta (Bagga) accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Leila Vali accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Elizabeth Kampamba accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Fatma Erdem accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Nasreen Farhana accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Ajay Kumar Prajapati accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Prof. Meri Ter-Stepanyan accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Rakkan Afsara accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Muditha Abeykoon accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Muhammad Asif Syed accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Xing-Bei Weng accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Prof. Rafael Canton no response 3  
Ms Chaima Abdellaoui no response 3  
Ms Teresa Abajo no response 3  
Mr Dr Oskar Ekelund no response 2  
Ms Dr Chantal Morel no response 2  
Ms Dr Alix Pantel no response 2  
Ms Dr Claudia Bartalucci no response 2  
Mr Dr Baha Abdalhamid no response 2  
Ms Dr Shereen Shaban Abdelkareem no response 2  
Ms Dr Samar Rashid Abdullahi no response 2  
Ms Dr Fatima Abdo no response 2  
Ms Dr Khadija Abdulraheem no response 2  
Ms Prof. Özgen Eser no response 2  
Mr Dr Moutsem Abdulrhman no response 2  
Ms Dr Carla Fontana no response 2  
Ms Maria Victoria Montoya Gil no response 2  
Mr Joseph Adegoke no response 2  
Mr Dr Alberto Antonelli no response 2  
Ms Prof. Yeliz Tanriverdi Cayci no response 2  
Ms Dr Ahneez Abdul Hameed no response 2  
Ms Dr Sophie Baron no response 2  
Ms Prof Zeynep Gulay no response 2  
Ms Dr Fatima M'Zali no response 1  



 
 

Mr Prof. Pierre-Edouard Fournier no response 1  
Mr Prof Joseph Meletiadis no response 1  
Mr Dr Matteo Augello no response 1  
Ms Dr Tiphaine Roussel-Gaillard no response 1  
Mr Prof. Tomislav Mestrovic no response 1  
Ms Dr Cansu Cimen no response 1  
Mr Dr Carlos Palos no response 1  
Mr Dr Cihan Papan no response 1  
Ms Prof. Carla Novais no response 1  
Mr Dr Tomislav Kostyanev no response 1  
Ms Dr Aleksandra Barac no response 1  
Ms Prof. Laurence Armand-Lefevre no response 1  
Ms Maja Anušić no response 1  
Mr Dr François Gravey no response 1  
Ms Dr Mariam Acharadze no response 1  
Mr Dr Michael Beeton no response 1  
Mr Prof. Ilias P. Iosifidis no response 1  
Mr Dr Cesare Bolla no response 1  
Ms Dr Christina Gabrielsen Ås no response 1  
Ms Dr Claudia Venturelli no response 1  
Ms Dr Irmak Ozkubat Korkmaz no response 1  
Ms Prof. Banu Sancak no response 1  
Mr Dr İlkay Akbulut no response 1  
Mr Gillan Mulenga no response 1  
Mr Anders Rhod Larsen no response 1  
Ms Dr Laura-Georgiana Țîrlescu no response 1  
Mr Dr Pierrick Boulic no response 1  
Mr Dr Martin Kaase no response 1  
Mr Dr Hafeez Adekola no response 1  
Mr Dr Daniel Aguilar-Zapata no response 1  
Ms Dr Elif Agüloğlu-Bali no response 1  
Mr Dr Baratoux Adrien no response 1  
Ms Vanessa Rodriguez no response 1  
Ms Ana Filipa Esteves no response 1  
Mr Dr Vincent Junxiong Pang no response 1  
Ms Mélanie Bouillon no response 1  
Mr Dr Matthijs S. Berends no response 1  
Ms Dr Eugenia Milozzi no response 1  
Ms Prof. Ivana Ćirković no response 1  
Ms Dr Sibel Altunisik Toplu no response 1  
Mr Dr Gabriel Yan no response 1  
Mr Dr Lorenzo Abednego Adre no response 1  
Ms Dr Bashirat Ayobola Olanipekun no response 1  
Ms Dr Farzana Zaman no response 1  



 
 

Ms Lucía Armán no response 1  
Ms Dr Madina Farajova no response 1  
Ms Prof. Natallia Klimovich no response 1  
Mr Dr Cédric Bretonnière no response 1  
Ms Prof Alessandra Carattoli no response 1  
Mr Dr Ayobami Adebayo no response 1  
Ms Dr Anushya A no response 1  
Ms Dr Dagny Hari Vengilat no response 1  
Mr Dr Rémi Le Guern no response 1  
Mr Dr Kayode Afolabi no response 1  
Ms Dr Baharak Afshar no response 1  
Ms Dr Izabela Chudzicka-Strugala no response 1  
Ms Dr Adesola Olalekan no response 1  
Mr Ankur Krishnan no response 1  
Ms Prof. J. Natalia Jimenez no response 1  
Ms Dr Lala Fanomezantsoa 
Rafetrarivony 

no response 1  

Mr Dr Idris Nasir Abdullahi no response 1  
Mr Dr Arthur Maka no response 1  
Mr Prof. Laurent Frederic no response 1  
Ms Stefany Ayala Montaño no response 1  
Mr Dr Armen Ovsepian no response 1  
Mr Dr Samuel Adebudo no response 1  
Ms Dr Francesca Saluzzo no response 1  
Ms Dr Ioanna Voulgaridi no response 1  
Mr Dr Stephen Ogbere no response 1  
Ms Dr Marie Desnos-Ollivier no response 1  
Ms Dr Brenda Westerhuis no response 1  
Ms Julia Serrano-Lobo no response 1  
Ms Dr Anette M. Hammerum no response 1  
Mr Prof. Gokhan Metan no response 1  
Mr Prof. Olivier Dauwalder no response 1  
Mr Prof. Muammer Goncuoglu no response 1  
Mr Prof. Alexandre Alanio no response 1  
Ms Prof. Beatrice Bercot no response 1  
Mr Oc Katwijk no response 1  
Ms Dr Ines Fenner no response 1  
Mr Rotimi Dada no response 1  
Ms Dr Daniela Talapan no response 1  
Ms Prof Sohret Aydemir no response 1  
Mr Dr Jean-Philippe Barnier no response 1  
Mr Dr Jerome Ory no response 1  
Mr Dr Steve Baker no response 1  
Mr Prof. Mustafa Altindis no response 1  



 
 

Ms Dr Salam Abbara no response 1  
Ms Dr McDermott Helene no response 1  
Ms Dr Kwan Ki Karrie Ko no response 1  
Mr Dr Isaac Alonso Garcia no response 1  
Mr Dr Olivier Lemenand no response 1  
Ms Dr Carla Mimoso Santos no response 1  
Ms Dr Raneem Aizouk no response 1  
Mr Dr Tahinamandranto Rasamoelina no response 1  
Ms Dr Lamia Kanzari no response 1  
Mr Martijn van Gerven no response 1  
Mr Dr Michael Buhl no response 1  
Mr Dr Eren Öztürk no response 1  
Ms Dr Ifeoluwapo Akanbi no response 1  
Mr Prof. Andreas Kronenberg no response 1  
Mr Dr Nadim Cassir no response 1  
Ms Prof. Surbhi Malhotra-Kumar no response 1  
Ms Dr Arjana Marku no response 1  
Mr Prof. Jesse Jacob no response 1  
Mr Prof. Stephan Göttig no response 1  
Mr Prof Jordi Vila Estape no response 1  
Ms Prof Zeynep Ceren Karahan rejected 3  
Ms Dr Céline Dupieux rejected 2  
Mr Prof. Patrice Nordmann rejected 2  
Mr Dr Henrik Hasman rejected 1  
Mr Dr Robert Leo Skov rejected 1  
Mr Prof. Guido Werner rejected 1  
Mr Prof. Alexander Mischnik rejected 1  
Mr Prof Christian Giske rejected 1  
Mr Dr Antonio Oliver rejected 1  
Ms Dr Louise Roer rejected 1  
Mr Dr Bogdan Iorga rejected 1  
Ms Dr Pervıṅ Özlem Balci rejected 1  
Ms Prof. Kyriaki Tryfinopoulou rejected 1  
Ms Prof Marie-Cécile Ploy rejected 1  
Ms Dr Gül Bahar Erdem rejected 1  
Ms Julie Rousselot rejected 1  
Ms Prof. Iruka Okeke rejected 1  
Ms Dr Serena Bettoni rejected 1  
Ms Dr Francesca Torelli rejected 1  
Mr Prof. Ulrik Stenz Justesen rejected 1  
Ms Dr Claire Amaris Hobson rejected 1  
Mr Dr Daniel Valia rejected 1  
Mr Dr Osman Sezer Cirit rejected 1  
Mr Prof. Michael M. Petrov rejected 1  



 
 

Ms Dr Suzanne van Asten rejected 1  
Mr Prof. Jesús Rodríguez-Baño rejected 1  

The election committee accepted 21 nominations and rejected 31 accepted nominations because 
they did not reach the minimum number of supporters (2). Among the accepted nominees, Spyros 
Pournaras, Ini Adebiyi, Yeşim Beşli and Iva Butic stood for re-election. 
 
Elections 
Elections were open from 17 February to 3 March 2026. Members had the possibility to cast 5 votes; 
435/2541 (17.12 %) members voted. The results of the elections are the following: 
 

Nominee Name 
Votes Country on ESGARS 

EC since 
Decision Election 
Committee 

Mr Prof. Spyros Pournaras 188 Greece 2023 elected 
Ms Ini Adebiyi 165 Nigeria 2024 elected 
Mr Prof. Jean-Marc Rolain 155 France   elected 
Mr Dr Laurent Poirel 153 Switzerland  elected 
Ms Dr Yeşim Beşli 150 Türkiye 2022 elected 
Ms Dr Iva Butic 145 Croatia 2024   
Mr Dr Thierry Naas 134 France     
Ms Dr Sarita Mohapatra 126 India     
Mr Dr David van Duin 110 USA     
Ms Dr Vladimira Ticic 98 Croatia     
Ms Prof. Rossitza Vatcheva-
Dobrevska 

91 Belgium      

Ms Dr Jaya Biswas 87 India     
Mr Prof Valeriu Gheorghiță 75 Romania     
Mr Prof. Otar Chokoshvili 74 Georgia     
Mr Dr Ayorinde Oluwatobiloba 
Afolayan 

71 Germany     

Ms Dr Nadia Jaidane 68 Tunisia     
Ms Prof. Özlem Kurt Azap 68 Türkiye     
Ms Prof. Annarita Mazzariol 64 Italy     
Mr Dr Béla Kocsis 62 Hungary     
Mr Tochukwu Agboeze 62 Nigeria     
Mr Dr Abdurrahman Hassan Jibril 40 Nigeria     

 
Results were communicated to the candidates on 03 March 2026. All elected members accepted to 
join the Executive Committee. ESGARS members were informed on 06 March 2026. The role of chair, 
secretary, treasurer, science officer and education officer will be assigned at the first meeting of the 
new executive committeei. 
 

 
i Article 4, Study Group Statutes: Positions within the Executive Committee are decided on by the Executive 
Committee members themselves, after internal deliberations. Each position can be held by the same person for 
a maximum of four years 


