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1.

Annual Report 2025

Educational activities

Co-organised the course “UTI Revisited - Update on Diagnosis and Treatment of UTI” that
took place 12-13 May 2025 in Dubrovnik, Croatia, together with the Croatian Medical
Association and the Croatian Society for Clinical Microbiology

Co-organised the “2nd Hands On Workshop on Pseudomonas Aeruginosa Resistance

Phenotypes and Whole Genome Sequence Resistome Analysis” that took place 01-05

September 2025 in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, together with Hospital Universitario Son
Espases, Fundacién Instituto de Investigacion Sanitaria de las llles Balears (IdISBa) and
Universitat de les llles Balears (UIB)

Co-organised the course “Basic Principles in Diagnostic Stewardship” that took place 14-17

September 2025 in Zadar, Croatia, together with the Croatian Medical Association, the
Croatian Society for Clinical Microbiology and University of Zadar, Department of Health
Studies

iv. Co-organised the course “Implementation of New Rapid Diagnostic and Antimicrobial
Susceptibility Testing Methods for Bloodstream Infections” that took place 15-17 October
2025 in Istanbul, Tarkiye, together with ESGBIES, KUISCID and KLIMIK
2. Proposals for ESCMID Global 2026
Title of session: Status
We stand stronger together: Training for multidisciplinary and intersectorial Rejected

collaboration to face Antimicrobial resistance challenges

European Insights into CRAb: AMR surveillance, diagnostics and national control | Rejected
strategies

Antimicrobial Resistance on the Menu: Global Risks Across the Food Chain Accepted

Screening swabs for multidrug resistant pathogens in various populations: are Accepted
we doing good?

Detecting the Undetected: Enhancing AMR Surveillance at the Frontlines Rejected

Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance — from data collection to intervention Rejected

Empiric versus effective treatment of Carbapenem-resistantEnterobacteriaceae | Rejected
(CRE) infections in LMICs: available therapeuticoptions, local practices, and
patient outcomes

where are we globally?

Silent battles: how conflict fuels the rise of antimicrobial resistance Rejected
Global landscape of AMR surveillance in Gram-negative bacteria Accepted
Therapeutic management of carbapenem-resistant Gram-negative infections: Accepted



https://www.escmid.org/event-detail/uti-revisited-update-on-diagnosis-and-treatment-of-uti/
https://www.escmid.org/event-detail/2nd-hands-on-workshop-on-pseudomonas-aeruginosa-resistance-phenotypes-and-whole-genome-sequence-resistome-analysis/
https://www.escmid.org/event-detail/2nd-hands-on-workshop-on-pseudomonas-aeruginosa-resistance-phenotypes-and-whole-genome-sequence-resistome-analysis/
https://www.escmid-foundation.org/event-detail/basic-principles-in-diagnostic-stewardship/
https://www.escmid-foundation.org/event-detail/implementation-of-new-rapid-diagnostic-and-antimicrobial-susceptibility-testing-methods-for-bloodstream-infections/
https://www.escmid-foundation.org/event-detail/implementation-of-new-rapid-diagnostic-and-antimicrobial-susceptibility-testing-methods-for-bloodstream-infections/
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3. Newsletters

Newsletter Date distributed

ESGARS Newsletter Volume 1, Issue 1 30 April 2025

ESGARS Newsletter Volume 1, Issue 2 7 th of August 2025

ESGARS Newsletter Volume 1, Issue 3 To be published in December 2025

4. Ongoing research projects and collaborations

ESGARS is part of CAESAR, a joint initiative of the WHO Regional Office for Europe, the
European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) and the Dutch
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM). CAESAR is part of the
Global initiative GLASS, the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System. A network
of national antimicrobial resistance (AMR) surveillance systems and includes all countries
in the WHO European Region that are not part of the European Antimicrobial Resistance
Surveillance Network (EARS-Net), which is coordinated by the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control in the European Union. Currently, 21 countries participate in
CAESAR and have submitted national AMR surveillance data to the CAESAR database.
Together with EUCAST, ESGCIP and EUCIC, ESGARS has worked on a survey protocol for the
ECDC genomic-based survey of carbapenem-resistant Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAb) in
Europe. The ECDC considers CRAb a key priority pathogen, amenable to ‘strategy-
orientated surveillance’ as ‘sentinel surveillance or surveys’ of the ECDC European
Antimicrobial Resistance Genes Surveillance Network (EURGen-Net). This ECDC survey
protocol describes the technical requirements for implementing a genomic surveillance-
based survey of CRAb isolates from patients seeking hospital care. It is intended for first
use in 2024-2025.

ESGARS is collaborating with ISARPAE (Improving surveillance of antibiotic-resistant
Pseudomonas aeruginosa in Europe). Focused on improving antibiotic-resistant
Pseudomonas aeruginosa surveillance efforts across Europe, this network gathers 37
researchers from 17 European countries, including multiple national reference centres on
P. aeruginosa antibiotic resistance. The specific objectives are (1) creating a forum of
experts and researchers, (2) training clinical microbiologists, infectious diseases physicians
and researchers, (3) providing advice, support and mentorship, (4) developing the basis
for a coordinated action with relevant stakeholders at European level, including future EU
research grants applications.

“Genomic epidemiology, resistome analysis and prediction of susceptibility profiles from
whole genome sequences in Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolates from European hospitals”
is a multicenter study funded by the ESCMID Study Group Grant 2024 with the support of
ESGARS and ESGEM. This project aims to analyze the resistome and predict antimicrobial
susceptibility profiles from whole genome sequences of P. aeruginosa isolates collected
from European hospitals.
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V. APPLE 2023 — Assessing Prevalence, Population Structure, and Resistance Mechanisms of
Linezolid-Resistant Enterococci. A multicenter study funded by the ESCMID Study Group
Grant 2024 with the support of ESGARS and ESGMD.

Vi. ReSuBacfrag — Resistance Surveillance of Bacteroides fragilis. This project, supported by
ESGAI and ESGARS, focuses on resistance trends in B. fragilis.
vii. ESGARS is organising the conference “Surveying and Combating AMR in the Highly Endemic

East — South Europe and Mediterranean Basin” to be held in Athens, on 20-23 May 2026
together with the Hellenic Society of Clinical Microbiology. The aim is to focus on AMR in

the hot spot regions of East and South Europe and Mediterranean basin.

5. Other Activities

ESGARS informs their members and the public on social media. Come and follow us on LinkedIn
or X!

6. Administration

Number of members 1787

Number of attendees at annual business 75 onsite

meeting

Information about the composition of the Chair Spyros Pournaras

Executive Board, including any change Secretary Yesim Begsli
Treasurer Ini Adebiyi
Science Officer Antonio Oliver
Education officer Iva Butic

Term of the current Executive Committee

2024 - 2026



https://imaginecongress.gr/escmid-study-group-for-antimicrobial-resistance-surveillance/
https://imaginecongress.gr/escmid-study-group-for-antimicrobial-resistance-surveillance/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/esgars-escmid-study-group-for-antibiotic-resistance
https://www.x.com/esgars_escmid

