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Dear ESGAP Members,

Welcome to the ESGAP Research & Educational Activities Newsletter.

This is a live document that will be updated regularly with information on:
e Research and projects led by ESGAP members

ESGAP collaborative projects

Educational activities and webinars

Publications

Funding opportunities

News relevant to antimicrobial stewardship

We encourage members to use this newsletter to identify opportunities for collaboration, participate
in ongoing projects, and disseminate their own initiatives across the ESGAP network.

The 2026-28 ESGAP Executive Committee

Prof Diane Ashiru-Oredope, United Kingdom, Chair
Dr Rita Murri, Italia, Secretary

Professor Diamantis Kofteridis, Greece, Treasurer
Dr Lucy Catteau, Belgium, Science Officer

Dr Osman Sezer Cirit, Turkey, Education Officer

Dr Filippo Medioli, TAE Representative
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How can ESGAP support your research activities?

ESGAP supports research projects at different levels depending on the desired degree of
involvement. The level of involvement determines how ESGAP may be acknowledged, whether the
activity may contribute to ESGAP reporting to ESCMID, and whether the project represents an
official ESGAP initiative. The table below summarises the available options.

Official ESGAP Projects

ESGAP Collaborative
Projects

Projects Promoted by
ESGAP

Purpose

Research conducted under
ESGAP scientific oversight

Scientific collaboration
involving ESGAP members

Dissemination of a project
through ESGAP
communication channels

Examples

ESGAP position papers,
consensus documents,

Multicentre surveys,
systematic reviews,

Survey dissemination, Delphi
recruitment, calls for

official surveys, guidelines collaborative research participation
projects
Dissemination through ESGAP v v v
newsletter, mailing list or social
media
Active participation of ESGAP Required Required Project lead is an active
members member of ESGAP

Minimum participation requirements

Defined by the project and
approved by the ESGAP

At least 3 ESGAP
members from at least 2

None - ideal for there to be
members of ESGAP on the

Executive Committee before
submission

Executive Committee countries project group
At least 3 ESGAP members
from at least 2 countries
Executive Committee review before Yes Yes No
launch
Executive Committee oversight Yes No No
throughout the project
Regular updates to the Executive Required Recommended No
Committee
Manuscript shared with the Yes Yes No

Acknowledgement of ESGAP in

As collaborating or leading

As collaborating Study

In acknowledgement section:

publications/presentations Study Group Group For dissemination support
Eligible for reporting as an ESGAP Yes Yes No
collaboration in the ESCMID annual
report
May include ESGAP in author Subject to Executive Subject to Executive No
affiliations Committee approval Committee approval
May use "from ESGAP" or "on Subject to Executive Subject to Executive No
behalf of ESGAP"in authorship Committee approval Committee approval
Represents an official ESGAP Yes No No
position
Scientific endorsement by ESGAP Yes No No
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Request ESGAP support for your research activities

If you would like your project to feature in this newsletter or would like ESGAP support for your

research activity, please contact ESGAP.Sg@gmail.com (cc lucy.catteau@sciensano.be and

diane.ashiru-oredope@ukhsa.gov.uk).

Please indicate which type of ESGAP involvement you are requesting:
L] Project promoted by ESGAP
[1 ESGAP collaborative project
[ Official ESGAP project

Provide the following information:
e Project title
e Aim and brief project description
e Timeline
e Lead investigator(s): [Name, Affiliation, email], confirmation of ESGAP membership as part
of ESCMID
Contribution sought: [Survey participation / Delphi panel participation/ Systematic review
screening/Manuscript development/Expert review / Co-authorship / Other]
Planned outputs (publication, presentation, educational activity, etc.)
Proposed acknowledgement of ESGAP
Newsletter advertisement text (maximum 300 words)
Image or logo (optional)
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Current Research Opportunities and Projects

Official ESGAP projects

Coming soon -

Role of nurses in AMS

ESGAP Collaborative projects

May 2026

Staphylococcus aureus (SA) infection and colonization

The aim of the study is to assess the usual clinical practice in the management and treatment of
Panton-Valentine leuokocidin producing Staphylococcus aureus infections in different settings and
countries.

The link to the survey is: https://bit.ly/pvl_survey_eng and the QR code:

The completion time is of about 5-7 minutes.
We are planning to end the data collection (questionnaires) at the end of October 2026.

Lead investigators of the study are:
- Giovanni Scaglione, giovanni.scaglione@unimi.it
Andrea Rabbione, andrea.rabbione@unimi.it
Emanuele Palomba, emanuele.palomba@unimi.it
Margherita Pieruzzi, margherita.pieruzzi@unimi.it
Giacomo Casalini, casalini.giacomo@asst-fbf-sacco.it

Francesco Mola, mola.francesco@asst-fbf-sacco.it
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ARISE systematic review project: Risk factors associated with disparities in
antibiotic-resistant bloodstream infections among socioeconomically

disadvantaged groups in High-Income Countries

We are inviting interested colleagues to support the next phase of our systematic review on
inequalities in antimicrobial-resistant bloodstream infections. Find out more via the PROSPERO
registration.

We have now reached the full-text screening stage, and each reviewer will be assigned around
1,000 papers to screen. This project aims to understand why resistant bloodstream infections affect
some groups more than others, and your contribution will help us build a clearer picture of the
social and economic factors shaping these inequalities.

Those who wish to be considered for ARISE and ESGAP study group authorship (group author)
will need to meet the minimum contribution requirements:

e Screen approximately 1,000 articles (from a total pool of ~7,000),

e Complete second-review screening for another reviewer (10% of excluded articles)

e Extract data and complete risk-of-bias assessments for a proportion of the included full-text
papers (final numbers depend on screening outcomes)
Contribute to drafting or editing the manuscript (you will not be required to lead the writing)

Anyone is welcome to participate at any level, and all contributors will be acknowledged. If you are
interested in joining the team, we would be very happy to hear from you.

Click here to express your interest before 15 June:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/9ELbxWuHea

Project Lead: Diane Ashiru-Oredope (diane.ashiru-oredope@ukhsa.gov.uk)
Project Manager: Shannon Guild

N I H R National Institute for
Health and Care Research
PROSPERO
International prospective register of systematic reviews

Risk factors associated with disparities in
antibiotic-resistant bloodstream infections among
socioeconomically disadvantaged groups in High-

Income Countries
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Projects Promoted by ESGAP

Defining Antibiotic Treatment Failure in Ambulatory Care: an
International Expert Modified e-Delphi Study

Aim: This study aims to achieve international expert consensus on defining antibiotic treatment failure (ATF)
in ambulatory care. The project builds on a comprehensive systematic review mapping ATF definitions and
criteria used in clinical studies between 1996-2025.

Participation involves *3—4 short online questionnaire rounds* starting in the *second half of June 2026* .

A standardised ATF definition could become a valuable antimicrobial stewardship metric, particularly in
ambulatory care settings where pathogen isolation and antimicrobial susceptibility testing are not routinely
performed. In such contexts, ATF may serve as a pragmatic, clinically meaningful, accessible, and relatively
affordable outcome measure reflecting antibiotic effectiveness. A clearer definition may also help identify
critical points for clinical reassessment and intervention when treatment is not progressing as expected.
Furthermore, greater standardisation of ATF definitions and criteria would substantially improve comparability
across clinical studies and stewardship evaluations.

For detailed information on the study and participation:
https://survey.kuleuven.cloud/651327?lang=en

Lead:
Fade Alkhlaileh, PhD Researcher. Department of Public Health and Primary Care, KU Leuven, Belgium

fade.alkhlaileh@kuleuven.be

Contribution sought: Expert participation in the Delphi panel and/or dissemination of the invitation among
relevant ESGAP members and networks.

How ESGAP will be acknowledged: ESGAP will be acknowledged in resulting publications and presentations
for supporting recruitment and dissemination of the study invitation.

What is Antibiotic
Treatment Failure in
Ambulatory Care? o

= ]
Seeking Experts. [ Why Participate?

_& é ©) | © 3-40nline SurveyRounds |  Shape International Consensus
© 20-30 Minutes Per Round 7

= Improve Ambulatory Care

Infectious ~ AMS GPs/ iz |
e % vy, || e & Conderial || 5 e
e

Scan the QR code
to learn more and join!

> Dr. Fade Alkhlaileh « fade.alkhlaileh@kuleuven.be
3 Prof. Dr. Jan Y. Verbakel « jan.verbekaleel@kuleuven.be
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Diagnosis and treatment of Chronic Bacterial Prostatitis (CBP)

Dear colleagues,

How do you diagnose and treat Chronic Bacterial Prostatitis (CBP)?
Practice varies widely, and we aim to map current approaches worldwide.

A joint effort of urologists and infectious disease specialists: we launched a short international
survey to better understand and improve clinical practice:
® Takes only 5-7 minutes: Practice survey on Chronic Bacterial Prostatitis (CBP) — Fill in form

Please also feel free to share with colleagues and share your ideas for further distribution.

The results will be shared in the form of a research paper, in which the study groups of ESCMID will be
acknowledged.

Many thanks for contributing!”

Merel Wilmsen

PhD-student Infectious Diseases

Leiden University Medical Center, the Netherlands
Contact: e.p.wilmsen@lumc.nl

Chronic Bacterial Prostatitis

How do you diagnose
and treat CBP?

PLEASE FILL IN THE SURVEY
@ 5 -7 min

Help improve research and clinical practice

We kindly ask you to complete this survey.
Results will be processed anonymously.
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Educational Activities

AMS Certificate Programme — Cohort 2026-28

ESCMID’s two-year Antimicrobial Stewardship Certificate Programme is now open for its 2026—2028 cohort.
Designed for early-career healthcare professionals — including infectious disease physicians, clinical
microbiologists, clinical pharmacists, and intensivists — the programme combines e-learning, mentorship,
and a hands-on AMS project in the participant’s own institution. The curriculum is closely aligned with the
AMS core competencies developed by ESGAP. A dedicated programme for Latin America also launched in
August 2025.

Apply and find out more: escmid.org/education/ams-certificate/cohort-2026-2028

ESCMID Academy — online learning

ESCMID’s free Academy courses include “An Introduction to Antimicrobial Resistance” — an accessible
starting point for members wishing to strengthen their AMR knowledge base. All content is available on
demand via the ESCMID eLibrary.

Browse courses: escmid.org/education/education-ondemand/academy

ESGAP-organised or co-organised events

1st Antimicrobial Stewardship in Tuberculosis Conference

We are pleased to share the announcement for the 1st Antimicrobial Stewardship in Tuberculosis
Conference, which will take place on 8-9 June 2026 in Chisindu, Moldova, with the option to join online.

As ESGAP is an official partner and this activity is part of the Enhancing Clinical Management and Outcomes
in Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis: a TBnet, ESGMYC, ESGITM and ESGAP study, participants are kindly
encouraged to include ESGAP in their affiliation when registering.

Please register for online participation at the conference in advance using the link below:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/hrVrZe7KRcujo4a60giiOg

After registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail containing information about joining the webinar.
Contact information: admin@tbnet.eu

1+ Antimicrobial

Stewardship

in Tuberculosis
ference

1 Antimicrobial

in
Conference
une -9, 2026
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Events by individual members

Organiser: [Name] | [Affiliation] | [Country] | Member since [Year]
Event: [Title] | [Date] | [Venue or link]

Events by other organisations / ESCMID partners

List of external courses or webinars with a note on their relevance to antimicrobial stewardship.

Event: [Title] | Organiser: [Organisation] | Date: [Date] | Link: [URL]

Publications

Recent ESGAP publications — highlights

Catteau L, Smith A, Baudron CR, Karlin D, Yoo SH, Fantoni M, Moroni M, Peiffer-Smadja N, Buetti N, Murri
R, Ashiru-Oredope D. End-of-life antibiotic stewardship: perspectives from the ESCMID Study Groups for
antimicrobial stewardship and infections in the elderly. Clin Microbiol Infect. 2026 Jun;32(6):872-874. doi:
10.1016/j.cmi.2026.01.034. Epub 2026 Feb 11. PMID: 41687873

Medioli F, Peiffer-Smadja N, Catteau L, Murri R, Schouten JA, Thursky K, de Boer MGJ,Ashiru-Oredope D;
ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Stewardship (ESGAP). Enhancing antimicrobial stewardship:
recommendations to support implementation of the 2024 UN General Assembly political declaration on
antimicrobial resistance. Clin Microbiol Infect.2025 Sep;31(9):1427-1429. doi: 10.1016/j.cmi.2025.02.024

Alves J, Schouten J, Thursky K, Paz RN, Rello J, Lye DC, Kostyanev T, Strahilevitz J, de With K, Barac A,
Gllten E, Ashiru-Oredope D, Caruana G, Peiffer-Smadja N, Murri R, Catteau L, Beovi¢ B; AMS
Competencies Study Group. Establishing core competencies for antimicrobial stewardship teams: a
consensus development using the modified Delphi technique-an European Society of Clinical Microbiology
and Infectious Diseases Study Group for Antimicrobial Stewardship position paper. Clin Microbiol Infect.
2025 Aug;31(8):1313-1320. doi: 10.1016/j.cmi.2025.04.035.

Rachel Berry, Lucy Catteau, Martine G. Caris, Markus G.J. de Boer, Yousra Kherabi, Eugenia Magrini,
Filippo Medioli, Rita Murri, Bee Y. Ng, Nathan Peiffer-Smadja, Diane Ashiru-Oredope, ESCMID Study Group
for Antimicrobial Stewardship (ESGAP). Measuring appropriateness of antibiotic prescribing in high-income
countries: a rapid systematic review of indicators. medRxiv 2025.10.08.25337205; doi:
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2025.10.08.25337205v1

ESCMID Guidelines for AMS in Emergency Departments (endorsed by EAHP). Schoffelen T, Papan C,
Carrara E et al. on behalf of ESGAP. Clin Microbiol Infect. 2024. doi:10.1016/j.cmi.2024.04.005

SGAP. Clin Microbiol Infect. 2025;31(9):1427-1429. doi:10.1016/j.cmi.2025.02.024
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Calls & Opportunities

Grants & funding
+ ESGAP Study Group Research Grant — ESCMID offers dedicated research funding for Study
Group projects. Submit your concept note to the ESGAP EC before applying externally. More info
+ Individual Research Grants — ESCMID individual research grants support collaborative projects
across clinical microbiology and infectious diseases. Apply
+ ESCMID Global Attendance Grant — Financial support available to attend ESCMID Global 2027 in
Stockholm. Apply

+ Observerships — Funded and unfunded observership programmes at leading European centres,
including special programmes at Mayo Clinic and ECDC. Explore

Awards
* Young Investigator Award — Recognises outstanding research by early-career scientists. Encourage
trainees and early-career members to apply. Info & apply

+ Excellence Award — Awarded to ESCMID members for exceptional contributions to the field.
Nominate a colleague

Education

+ AMS Certificate Programme 2026-2028 — Two-year programme for early-career professionals. Find
out more

+  AMS Observership — Attached to the AMS Certificate Programme; competitive clinical observership
placements at leading AMS centres. Info

+ Postgraduate Course Proposals — Contact the ESGAP EC before submitting your proposal to
ESCMID.

News from Members

To submit news for the main ESGAP newsletter, contact ESGAP.Sg@gmail.com (cc
rita.murri@unicatt.it and diane.ashiru-oredope@ukhsa.gov.uk).

If you would like your research project to feature in this newsletter or would like ESGAP support for

your research activity, please contact ESGAP.Sg@gamail.com (cc lucy.catteau@sciensano.be and

diane.ashiru-oredope@ukhsa.gov.uk)
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