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Message from the Study group Executive Committee

Dear colleagues,

Driven by your enthusiasm and support, our study group is evolving rapidly. Although we have only
just begun, the group has already produced five proposals for ESCMID Global 2026. Please see the
ESCMID Global section below for a summary.

Meanwhile, we have also established contact with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC). We are currently exploring possibilities for cross-border surveillance
standardization, starting with:

e The European Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance Network (EARS-Net) dataset
o The protocol for the surveillance of healthcare-associated infections and prevention
indicators in European intensive care units (HAI-Net ICU)
Eugenia Rinaldi, an expert in technical and semantic interoperability with a strong background in the
EHDS, took the initiative to reach out to Diamantis Plachouras at the ECDC. Both are members of
ESGAID. The first meeting has already taken place, and a second one is scheduled. We will keep
you informed as the project develops further.

At present, the ESGAID Executive Committee is focusing on two key initiatives:

1. The further development of expert panels
2. A webinar series for our study group

See the Education section below for more details. Most importantly: the first two webinars are
already scheduled for June. The series will be launched by our group member Eric Dexter, Head of
Data Science at the ESCMID office, who has extensive knowledge in Al:

June 10 16:00-17:00) - Introduction to Al: Concepts, Terminology, Models and Applications

June 12 16:00-17:00 - Practical Al: Planning, Infrastructure, Costs, and Evaluation

Please register via ESCMID: ESGAID (webinars) or respectively Introduction to Al and Practical Al

Kind regards, Bram Lestrade, David Eyre, and Paula Molling



https://www.escmid.org/esgaid/#c3058
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ChkzfZR-TZqzXK3Z-47ctA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6bxjLiTtRBmGybvdbph-vw#/registration

Study Group for Artificial
Intelligence and Digitalisation
ESGAID

Requests

ESGAID-member requests

If you have a concrete research idea and are looking for collaborators for a self-sustained project,
we can support you by offering a platform to connect with others who share your interests, as well
as by providing expert feedback. Just let us know, and we’ll include your request in an upcoming
newsletter. We have already received a few proposals in the past- if you were among those who
submitted an idea, please confirm whether you are still interested and willing to share your proposal
publicly.

Rasha Abdelsalam Elshenawy would like to start an ESGAID project on:

Implementing Artificial Intelligence to Strengthen Antimicrobial Stewardship in Low- and Middle-Income
Countries

If interested please find her contact details in the attachment (and also inform us cc).
Project Summary:

“Implementing Artificial Intelligence to Strengthen Antimicrobial Stewardship in Low- and Middle-
Income Countries aims to design and pilot an Al-driven tool that supports antibiotic monitoring
through real-time audit feedback and integrated antimicrobial stewardship (AMS) education. The
project addresses key gaps highlighted in the WHO GLASS-AMU reports by advancing
standardised data collection and strengthening stewardship capacity in LMICs.

Aligned with ESGAID’s priorities on Al implementation, LMIC digitalisation, and applied Al in AMS, the
initiative will involve pilot deployments, ethical data governance, and targeted capacity-building webinars.
Outputs will feed into ESGAID’s resource database and inform the ESCMID Global 2026 agenda on digital
health and antimicrobial resistance.”

Request for distribution of questionnaire on MALDI-TOF MS reporting standards

On behalf of our SG members, Eline Meijer, Adrian Egli and Yukino Gutlin (external project):

“We are currently conducting an initiative - supported by the ESGMD (ESCMID Study Group for Molecular
Diagnostics and Genomics) - to define standardized reporting criteria for MALDI-TOF mass spectrometry
data in scientific publications. The goal is to establish clear and practical guidelines that are relevant and
applicable across various fields and sectors. Eline Meijer and Yukino Gitlin have developed a questionnaire
to gather input from the global community. We would be very grateful if you could forward the attached
invitation email, which includes a description of the initiative and a link to the survey, to your study group
members.” => see attachment.
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Follow up on earlier requests

1 Expert panels

We are still working on the formation of Expert Panels. At the moment we are developing guiding
principles. General themes are outlined below (however we will probably reorganize them in a few major
groups):

Large language models and Generative Al
Machine learning

LMIC digitalization

Ethics of digital data

Regulation of digital data

Methodology of Al research

Al implementation

Semantic data standardization

. Technical data exchange

10. Education and digital literacy

11. Applied Al for CMID (with subgroups*?)
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* AMR, Laboratory Diagnostics (pre/analytic/post), Diagnostics other/predictive Al, Antimicrobial
stewardship, IP and Surveillance, Proteomics, Genomics, Clinical decision support.

2 Request from ESCMID Guidelines Subcommittee: Al Consultation

We have had quite a few enthusiastic replies, contacts with the guideline committee are currently being
made. Results of the research cooperation will of course be shared eventually.

3. Development of a Webinar Series
See education box below
4. Database on who is doing what/projects/resource etc.

As mentioned before, we are working on a database on Al, standardization and interoperability.

It will serve as a resource for projects, experts, standards, applications and references. Many members have
already described their expertise in the application form. We can transfer that data to the database. Please
let us know if you do not wish to be included in the database. The database will be accessible to ESGAID
members only, and possibly to other ESCMID members as well. We will only include data that is already
publicly available or has been shared with us in advance. Volunteers who are interested in helping develop
content or provide feedback on the structure and layout are also welcome to react.
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Educational activities

In June we will start with the earlier announced webinar series

The first two will be presented by Eric Dexter, respectively the 10" and 12 of june 16:00 on

1.
2.

Introduction to Al: Concepts, Terminology, Models and Applications
Practical Al: Planning, Infrastructure, Costs, and Evaluation

Please register via ESCMID: ESGAID (webinars) or respectively Introduction to Al and Practical Al

In preparation:

3.

4.
5.
6.

Al Under the Microscope: philosophical insights on authority, responsibility, and identity (why Al
demands moral reflection)

From Principles to Practice: Navigating the EU Al Act, MDR & IVDR in CMID

Practical Al: How to Use Al in Your Daily Workflow

Al Case studies - Applications in Infectious Diseases and Clinical Microbiology

Future presentations in the series:

7.
8.
9.

Data Standardization and Interoperability: EHDS and FAIR Principles
Understanding Terminology Standards: SNOMED and LOINC
Technical Framework for Standardization: FHIR for ID and CM Specialists

10. Research-Driven Standardisation: Common Data Models and Federated Analysis

Of note: the webinar series is in development, titles and topics might change.



https://www.escmid.org/esgaid/#c3058
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ChkzfZR-TZqzXK3Z-47ctA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6bxjLiTtRBmGybvdbph-vw#/registration
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ESCMID Global 2026 updates

Members of our group have submitted the following proposals (under review) with ESGAID as a proposing
entity:

1. John Rossen. Feasibility and potential benefits of using machine learning (ML) algorithms to
distinguish between colonization and infection of multidrug-resistant Acinetobacter baumannii in
LMICs. 1-hour symposium.

2. Mark de Boer (and David Eyre). The What and How of using Artificial Intelligence in Antimicrobial
Stewardship. 2-hour Educational Session. Together with ESGAP.

3. Noémie Boillat-Blanco (and Giorgia Carra). Al to democratize scientific knowledge and optimize
antimicrobial stewardship in LMICs. 1-hour Symposium.

4. Adrian Egli. Mind the Al Gap: Can large language models (LLMs) transform clinical diagnostics from
start to finish? 2-hour Educational Session. Together with the Swiss Society of Microbiology.

5. Bram Lestrade. Sharing Made Simple: How Standardized Data Exchange Improves Infectious
Diseases Research and Care. 2-hour Educational Session. Together with ECRAID and EU Semantic
Work group HL7




