
 
 
Elections of the ESGAID Executive Committee, term 2026-2028. 

Election Committee 

Anja Šterbenc  

Danijela Miljanovic 

 

Nominations 
Nominations were open from 5 January to 2 February 2026. 53/1195 members participated in the 
nomination phase. The following 53 members were nominated or nominated themselves. 
 

Nominee Name Nomination 
status 

No. of 
Supports 

Decision Election 
Committee 

Mr Dr Matthijs S. Berends accepted 8 accepted 
Mr Dr Bram Lestrade accepted 6 accepted 
Ms Dr Lilian Abbo accepted 5 accepted 
Ms Prof. Paula Mölling accepted 5 accepted 
Mr Dr Ahmet Gorkem Er accepted 3 accepted 
Mr Prof. David Eyre accepted 3 accepted 
Mr Dr Guillermo Rodriguez-Nava accepted 2 accepted 
Ms Miriam Russell accepted 2 accepted 
Mr Dr Varol Tunali accepted 2 accepted 
Ms Dr Silvana Gastaldi accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Tuba Sena Karacesme accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Sule Arabaci accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Bassel Molaeb accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Syed Abul Hassan Md Abdullah accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Neha Nityadarshini accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Nadia Noreen accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Prof. Marta Giovanetti accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Niloofar Hejazifar accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr David Rodriguez-Temporal accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Tansu Dündar accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Alberto Rizzo accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Omid Rezahosseini accepted 1 rejected 
Mr Dr Oliver Nolte accepted 1 rejected 
Ms Dr Fatma Erdem accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Sreethish Sasi accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Anna Maria Spera accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Prof. Rene Kaden accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Naima Ally Mbwana accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Olga Snitser accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Marco Antonio Delaye Martinez accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Ceyda Kula accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Gildas le Djimbaye Togde accepted 0 rejected 



 
 

Mr Dr Ruslan Rakhimov accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Ahmed Yaseen accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Rasha Abdelsalam Elshenawy accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Christopher Da Costa accepted 0 rejected 
Ms Dr Blerta Mehmeti Bilali accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Dr Sylvain Meylan accepted 0 rejected 
Mr Prof Daniele Roberto Giacobbe rejected 4 

 

Mr Prof Adrian Egli rejected 4 
 

Ms Dr Elif Agüloğlu-Bali rejected 2 
 

Ms Giorgia Carra rejected 2 
 

Ms Dr Michelle Bressan rejected 2 
 

Ms Dr Hege Vangstein Aamot rejected 1 
 

Ms Dr Sarah Ahmed rejected 1 
 

Mr Dr Cihan Semet rejected 1 
 

Ms Dr Sultan Gülbahçe Orhan rejected 1 
 

Ms Dr Annabell Itaeli rejected 1 
 

Mr Prof. Mark Blaskovich rejected 1 
 

Mr Prof Dr Li Yang Hsu rejected 1 
 

Mr Dr Eric Dexter rejected 1 
 

Mr Dr Roel Streefkerk rejected 1 
 

Ms Dr Anna Both rejected 1 
 

 

The election committee accepted 9 nominations and rejected 29 accepted nominations because they 
did not reach the minimum number of supporters (2). Among the accepted nominees, Bram 
Lestrade, Paula Mölling and David Eyre were part of the Inauguration Committee. 
 
Elections 
Elections were open from 16 February to 2 March 2026. Members had the possibility to cast 5 votes; 
189/1195 (15.82 %) members voted. The results of the elections are the following: 
 

Nominee Name Votes Country Decision Election 
Committee 

Mr Prof. David Eyre 149 UK Elected 
Ms Miriam Russell 132 Ireland Elected 
Ms Prof. Paula Mölling 129 Sweden Elected 
Mr Dr Matthijs S. Berends 111 Netherlands Elected 
Mr Dr Bram Lestrade 106 Netherlands 2nd candidate from 

the Netherlands 
Ms Dr Lilian Abbo 96 USA Elected 
Mr Dr Ahmet Gorkem Er 87 USA   
Mr Dr Varol Tunali 83 Türkiye   
Mr Dr Guillermo Rodriguez-Nava 52 USA   

 



 
 
Results were communicated to the candidates on 03 March 2026. All elected candidates have 
accepted their appointments. ESGAID members were informed on 11 March 2026. The role of chair, 
secretary, treasurer, science officer and education officer will be assigned at the first meeting of the 
new executive committeei. 
 

 
i Article 4, Study Group Statutes: Positions within the Executive Committee are decided on by the Executive 
Committee members themselves, after internal deliberations. Each position can be held by the same person for 
a maximum of four years 


