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Message from the Study group
Executive Committee

Dear colleagues,

Over the past year, ESGAID has continued to grow into a
vibrant and highly collaborative community. We are grateful
for the remarkable progress achieved and for the dedication,
creativity, and engagement of our members worldwide. The
development of our Expertise Groups and the strong
participation across initiatives highlight the momentum and
impact of our work.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to everyone who
participated in ESCMID Global 2026.

The strong attendance and dynamic discussions reflected the
energy and commitment of the ESGAID community. We were
especially encouraged by the enthusiastic engagement and
high-quality proposals submitted for ESCMID Global 2027.
The breadth of ideas and collaborative initiatives was truly
outstanding. While we are unfortunately limited to supporting
8 submissions, this does not reflect the quality of the many
excellent proposals received. We remain committed to
continuing to support and engage with all initiatives moving
forward.

Don’t forget to follow our ESGAID Group LinkedIn page
for updates and activities!

ESCMID

May 2026




Expertise Groups and
Community Engagement

ESGAID Expertise Groups remain at the core of our activities, driving innovation and collaboration
across Al and infectious diseases.

Standardization and interoperability — Roel Streefkerk and Eugenia Rinaldi

Digital Access, Equity and Capacity Building — Daniele Roberto Giacobbe and Eric Dexter
Generative Al & Large Language Models - Giorgia Carra

AI, machine learning and other digital tools for CMID — Bram Lestrade

We encourage all members to:
e Join an Expertise Group aligned with their interests
e Participate in ongoing research, education, and collaborative projects
e Contribute ideas to shape future ESGAID priorities

Final Call - International Survey

We kindly invite all members to participate one final time in the:
International Survey on Al in Clinical Microbiology Laboratories

Your input is essential to guide ESGAID priorities and the work of our
Expertise Groups.

Please complete the survey by 14 June 2026 following this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd72ITRLWOIGdBDajxp
A4kL9pAVEcNaz6xFu3rtiYwUPeLkYw/viewform

® A shareable QR code is available for dissemination within your
institutions and networks

Call for Grant Proposals

We encourage members to submit proposals aligned with ESGAID priorities and to apply for the:
ESCMID Study Group Research Grant (€30,000)
This grant provides an important opportunity to generate pilot data, demonstrate feasibility, and support future
larger-scale funding applications.
* Grant deadline: 22 July 2026
https://www.escmid.org/science-research/grants-awards/research-grants/
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Requirements for ESGAID endorsement (mandatory, ESGAID can support 1 application):
® Submission of proposal or letter of intent by 14 June 2026

e Send to: Dr. Matthijs Berends (Science Officer) — m.s.berends@umcg.nl
® ESGAID internal review: 17 June 2026

Eligibility criteria:

® At least two institutions from two different countries

® PI must be an ESCMID Full, Young Scientist, or LMIC member and a member of ESGAID
® Project duration: maximum two years

® Requires formal ESGAID Executive Committee support (signed letter)

Webinar Series — Call for Ideas

We continue to expand the ESGAID educational portfolio and welcome proposals for future webinar topics. If you have

suggestions or would like to contribute, please contact:

® Miriam Russell (Education Officer) - miriamrussell@beaumont.ie

ESGAID webinar series are now available for rewatch on our website: ESCMID: ESGAID

1.Introduction to AL: Concepts, Terminology, Models and Applications, Eric Dexter
2.Practical AL: Planning, Infrastructure, Costs, and Evaluation, Eric Dexter
3.AI-Enhanced Professional Workflows in Healthcare and Research (September, Eric Dexter and José Ramoén Pafio Pardo
4.The AI ACT, MDR, and IVDR for medical Al, Timo Minssen Prof of Law
5.From Terminology to Interoperability: Leveraging SNOMED and LOINC for the European Health Data Space in Clinical
Microbiology and Infectious Disease
6.Understanding Terminology Standards: SNOMED and LOINC, Feikje Hielkema
7.Standardization and Interoperability: EHDS and FAIR Principles, Klara Jirakova, Alexandra Hoffmann and Hynek Kruzik
8.Technical Frameworks for Standardization: FHIR for ID and CM Specialists, Eugenia Rinaldi
9.Research-Driven Standardisation: Common Data Models, focus on OMOP, Ankur Krishnan, Freija Descamps
10.AI and Diagnostics in clinical microbiology, Adrian Egli

11.Al and antimicrobial stewardship, David Eyre
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Thank You,

for your continued engagement, collaboration, and commitment to ESGAID.
We look forward to building on this momentum together and supporting the
many innovative initiatives emerging from our community.

With sincere appreciation,

ESGAID Executive Committee
David Eyre - Chair

Paula Mélling - Treasurer
Matthijs Berends - Science Officer
Miriam Russell - Education Officer

Lilian Abbo — Secretary

Study Group for Artificial
Intelligence and Digitalisation
ESGAID
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