
 
 

 

Dear ESGAI members, 

 

Please find below the latest news from our study group, focusing on (1) ESCMID Global 
(dates and grant 2025, plus session proposals 2026), as well as updates (2) on the 
recent Executive Committee election and on (3) current study group research projects.  

We would like welcome all our almost exactly 100 new members (since our last 
newsletter in February), so many that it is impossible to welcome you all personally. We 
are very happy that so many of you joined. Let's do some exciting projects together. In 
order to get to know each other better, we invite all members (old and new) to join us for 
a get-together in Vienna (details below).  

 

1) ESCMID Global 2025 

(i) Save the following 3 dates  

a) session co-organised by our study group: Friday April 11, 8:30 a.m. CEST, Hall 5 

Challenges in identification and relevance of slow-growing pathogens (H. Cruz, K. 
Boiten, E. I. Könönen, D. Lebeaux)  

 

b) business meeting of our study group: for all members of ESGAI and also for all who 
are interested but not (yet) members of ESGAI (agenda: assessment of the outgoing EC, 
presentation of the new EC, projects, ESGAI studies, brainstorm session proposals)  

Saturday April 12, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. CEST, room Schubert 6 or online (online 
participation in business meetings of study groups is possible for all study group 
members even without a conference registration: 
https://key4events.zoom.us/j/89568184215?pwd=5t7TQiwvRo9CCLSOAFmAIO8jKEO3j
S.1 )  

 

c) get-together evening event for all members of our study group who are in Vienna: 
Sunday April 13 7 p.m., Schweizerhaus (address: Prater 116, 1020 Wien), 5-minute 
walk from the congress venue (if you would join us later, you might have to ask the 

https://key4events.zoom.us/j/89568184215?pwd=5t7TQiwvRo9CCLSOAFmAIO8jKEO3jS.1
https://key4events.zoom.us/j/89568184215?pwd=5t7TQiwvRo9CCLSOAFmAIO8jKEO3jS.1


 
waiters where we are seated, simply because it’s a big restaurant with huge beer 
garden, so you can come for a drink only or also for a full dinner)  

 

(ii) Before and after ESCMID Global 2025  

a) attendance grant by our study group: Thank you all who had applied this year. To 
support and promote science in the field of anaerobic bacteria in the long term, we are 
happy to announce that there will be a similar call for next year’s ESCMID Global 2026 – 
details will be announced in early 2026 (same prerequisite as this year: abstract 
anaerobic bacteria).  

 

b) session proposals ECCMID 2026: As all study groups have the chance to submit 
session proposals for ESCMID Global 2026, we welcome your ideas for what you want 
to have in the programme of next year’s conference (deadline May 7 2025)  

There will be time to exchange ideas during our business meeting, so join us during our 
study group business meeting at ECCMID (on-site in Vienna or online) or feel free to 
send any ideas or suggestions for titles of sessions to the Executive committee.  

 

(2) Executive Committee of our study group  

Thank you for your support of candidates and casting your votes in both of the phases of 
the election process earlier this year. Thanks to all candidates, to the election 
committee, plus to the old and new Executive Committee.  

 

(3) Ongoing studies of our study group – your opportunities for participation in scientific 
projects  

a) MaGenTa (Mapping Horizontal Gene Transfer, within a clinical specimen, between 
anaerobes and/or aerobes)  

Within the MaGenTa study possible horizontal gene transfer (HGT) between bacteria in a 
clinical sample is assessed. In order to do this whole genome sequencing is performed 
on isolates obtained from a clinical sample. After annotation the presence of similar 
molecular genetic elements (MGEs) will be assessed.  

For this study we are looking for aerobic and anaerobic isolates retrieved from the same 
clinical sample. Preferably at least two different anaerobic and aerobic species, 



 
showing acquired resistance to at least one antibiotic. If possible, we would like to know 
whether the patient received antibiotics prior to sampling.  

Anybody who can contribute to the study, either by contributing strains or know how, is 
welcome. For more information, please contact Linda Veloo: a.c.m.veloo@umcg.nl 

 

b) ReSuBacfrag 2024 (Antimicrobial resistance surveillance of invasive Bacteroides 
fragilis in 2024)  

Participation is still possible if you have Bacteroides fragilis from blood cultures stored – 
for details and contact please see https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-
group-collaborations/ 

 

In the name of the extended ESGAI Executive Committee,  

Linda Veloo and Michael Buhl  
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