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ESGAI Newsletter May 2026 

 

Message from the Study Group Executive Committee 
We are pleased to share our May 2026 newsletter, highlighting recent activities at ESCMID Global and upcoming 
ESGAI initiatives. Thank you for being part of our growing and active community.  
Please feel free to reach out to us at any time with ideas for research collaborations, webinars, or other initiatives. 
We look forward to staying connected. 
Best regards, 
Michael Buhl – Chair | Trefor Morris – Secretary | Alida C. M. Veloo - Treasurer | Mervenur Demir – Science Officer | 
Anita Novak – Education Officer | Roberta Maria Antonello – Ad-hoc young scientist/TAE member 
 
 

Upcoming Webinars 
1) The ins and outs of metronidazole resistance – Part I 
Date & time: Monday, 11 May 2026, 12:00 – 12:45 CEST  
Speaker: Prof. Jozsef Sóki - Metronidazole resistance in non-Bacteroides spp. 
Hosts: Dr. Trefor Morris and Dr. Mervenur Demir 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vK2Q3ZJLTtexx93TtuxfYg 
 
2) Anaerobes across the globe, in collaboration with the Croatian Society for Clinical Microbiology 
Date & time: Tuesday, 9 June 2026, 13:00 – 14:00 CEST 
Speakers: 
Milutin Vukadinović - Colonisation of the intervertebral disc by anaerobic bacteria 
Marko Živkov - Molecular background of clindamycin and meropenem resistance among Bacteroides spp. at 
University Hospital Centre Osijek, Croatia 
Silvina Otero - A decade of paediatric Finegoldia magna: resistance, coinfection, and implications for empiric 
therapy 
Hosts: Prof. Ivana Marekovic and Dr. Michael Buhl 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_O6v22D-jRDC8m7XDKzALjA  
 
As for all ESCMID Study Group Webinars, participation is open to everyone interested, but registration is 
required to receive a direct link to join the webinar. Please feel free to inform any colleagues who may be 
interested in the topics, encouraging them to become members of ESGAI so they can also participate in other 
activities of other study group in the future.  
 
 

Study Group Membership – Important Update 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vK2Q3ZJLTtexx93TtuxfYg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_O6v22D-jRDC8m7XDKzALjA
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We would like to highlight the recent ESCMID announcement regarding study group membership: The ESCMID 
EC has decided to limit study group membership to three ESCMID Study Groups per person. By May 26th, 
ESCMID members will have the possibility to make a choice for up to three study groups.  
We warmly encourage you to include ESGAI among your selected groups and continue being part of our active 
and growing community. Your engagement is key to sustaining our activities, including webinars, collaborative 
projects, and future initiatives. 
 
 

ESCMID Global 2026 updates 
During ESCMID Global, ESGAI co-organised three sessions: 
• Prevention and treatment for specific intra-abdominal infections 
• Barriers, drivers and maintenance: molecular mechanism behind AMR gene mobility 
• Resistance redefined: how to analyse biofilms and anaerobes 
We thank all speakers and participants for their valuable contributions and engaging discussions. 
 
ESGAI Business Meeting 
The business meeting of our study group took place on Sunday, April 19, at 11 a.m. CEST, room ICM, and online. We 
sincerely thank all of you who joined us onsite and online. 
Minutes of the Business Meeting: 

• Opening remarks from the Chair 
• Treasurer’s report, including available funds to support ESGAI grants for ESCMID Global 2027, an anaerobe 

quality control initiative, and small collaborative projects. Members are encouraged to propose new project 
ideas, and ESGAI can support selected collaborative initiatives if you have a project in mind. 

• Update on ongoing studies: ReSuBacfrag 2024 and MaGenTa 
• Upcoming project: survey on anaerobe diagnostics and antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) 
• Science Officer:  ESGAI-supported travel grants for ESCMID Global 2026 
• Education Officer: Overview of upcoming webinars and new ideas 
• Young Scientist Officer: Support opportunities for collaborations among members (incl. e.g. PhD candidates) 

to strengthen anaerobic research, Input from members wanted incl. ideas for webinars, courses etc.  
• Discussion of potential future collaborations and projects 
• Discussions on session proposals for ESCMID Global 2027 
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ESGAI Social Meeting  
It was a pleasure to come together at the ESGAI Social Meeting on April 19 at Augustiner-Keller. 
Many thanks to everyone who joined, we truly enjoyed the conversations and hope to see you again at upcoming 
ESGAI events! 
 

 
 
ESGAI Travel Grants 
We would like to congratulate our ESGAI grantees for presenting their posters at ESCMID Global: 
Milutin Vukadinović, Marko Živkov, and Silvina Otero. 
Congratulations to all! 
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Educational activities – Postgraduate Educational Course 
Anaerobic bacteria: search and you shall find, 22 - 23 October 2026, Online 
Organised by ESGAI, for more details (preliminary programme and registration):  
https://www.escmid-foundation.org/event-detail/anaerobic-bacteria-search-and-you-shall-find/ 
 

https://www.escmid-foundation.org/event-detail/anaerobic-bacteria-search-and-you-shall-find/

