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Message from the Study Group Executive Committee

Dear ESGAI members,

We are happy to share with you the latest Newsletter of the ESGAI for this year. This year
has been encouraging, but we're all looking forward to making next year even better and
more successful, with new webinars, educational, and scientific activities.

As always, if you have any questions that you think ESGAI can help with, please get in
touch.

https://www.escmid.org/esgai/

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a wonderful 2026, with good health, peace and
lots of fruitful collaborations!

Alida C. M. Veloo, Chair
Trefor Morris, Secretary
Michael Buhl, Treasurer
Mervenur Demir, Science Officer

Anita Novak, Education Officer


https://www.escmid.org/esgai/

News from the Study Group and Planned Activities

Ad-hoc ESGAI Executive Committee Position

ESGAI is still looking for a young scientist/ TAE member to join the Executive Committee
as an ad-hoc representative.

This is a valuable opportunity for a young/TAE member to gain insight into ESCMID
governance, contribute to ESGAI activities, and develop leadership skills.

If you are interested, please get in touch with us.

Upcoming ESCMID Global 2026 and Funding Opportunities

ESGAI will support attendance of our members at ESCMID Global 2026 congress upon
acceptance of an abstract in the field of anaerobes and anaerobic infections. More
information will be announced in January 2026.

Ongoing Research Projects

1. ReSuBacfrag 2024
(Antimicrobial resistance surveillance of invasive Bacteroides fragilis in 2024)

https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-group-collaborations/

2. MaGenTa
(Mapping Horizontal Gene Transfer within in clinical specimen)

Please email Alida C. M. Veloo (Netherlands) a.c.m.veloo@umcg.nl for more details.

ESGAI questionnaire

In November we sent a questionnaire to all ESGAI members in order to gain insight in
what you all expect from us. 59 members answered. Thank you!

Below is a summary of the core activities that you expect from us:
- Organizing webinars (75%)
- Writing guidelines (68%)
- Organizing workshops (61%)
- Writing a manual on anaerobic bacteriology (61%)
- Joined projects (56%)
- Travel grants (47%)
- Send out newsletters (39%)


https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-group-collaborations/
mailto:a.c.m.veloo@umcg.nl

A brief summary of activities proposed by ESGAI members:
- Collaboration opportunities
- Discussion on the disk diffusion method for AST
- Joint (position) publications
- Mentorship or networking opportunities connecting members from different
countries to share clinical experience; hands-on or in-person training
- Antimicrobial stewardship training

Published papers with involvement of ESGAI
There has been a publication recently with contribution of several ESGAI members:

Veloo ACM, Visnyovszki A, Cordovana M, Ambretti S, Boiten K, Pranada AB, Jeverica S,
Sarvari KP, Nagy E, Soki J; ESCMID Study Group on Anaerobic Infections. Insight into the
recent situation of metronidazole resistance and nim gene positivity in Bacteroides fragilis
group isolates from Germany, Hungary, Italy and Slovenia. Anaerobe. 2025 Nov
13;96:103014. doi: 10.1016/j.anaerobe.2025.103014. Epub ahead of print. PMID:
41241081.

Call for papers

We invite all members to publish collaborative papers on anaerobic infections by
mentioning the study group in the authors' affiliation. The ESCMID rules require the
participation of three study group members as authors, from at least two countries.

In addition, we strongly encourage members to include ESGAI in their affiliations or
acknowledgements whenever the work is of ESGAI scope/mission to increase our
visibility and network.



