
ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic Infections - ESGAI Newsletter 
 

Summer 2025 
 
 
 
 
Message from the Executive Committee 
 
Dear ESGAI members, 
 
Welcome to our new members, we look forward to working with you all in the future. ESGAI 
currently has 587members from 95different countries, with 287 members (48 %) being from LMIC 
countries. We would like to hear if you have any suggestions or ideas for future study group 
activities, and especially welcome correspondence from our LMIC members to see if there is 
anything we can do to support you aligned with the mission of ESCMID Global. 
 
The newly elected ESGAI Executive Committee (2025-2027): 
 
Chair: Alida C. M. Veloo (Netherlands)  
 
Secretary: Trefor Morris (Great Britain)  
 
Treasurer: Michael Buhl (Germany)  
 
Science Officer: Mervenur Demir (Türkiye)  
 
Education Officer: Anita Novak (Croatia)  
 
 
https://www.escmid.org/esgai/  
 
We send our best wishes, 
 
Linda, Michael, Trefor, Mervenur and Anita 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.escmid.org/esgai/


News from the Study Group and Planned Activities 
 
ESCMID Global 2025 
 
The business meeting of our study group took place on Saturday, April 12, at 9:30 a.m. CEST, room 
Schubert 6, and online. We sincerely thank all of you who joined us onsite and online. 
 
A detailed report on the past activities of the study group, including ongoing projects and the 
financial report, was presented. Several activities are planned in the future, the fact that ESGAI is 
one of the study groups with an accumulated balance exceeding EUR 20,000 gives us the 
opportunity to support these. An important activity will be the organization and support a quality 
assurance panel for identification and antimicrobial susceptibility testing of anaerobic bacteria. 
Please contact us if you think of something that should certainly be included in the quality 
assurance panel. Additional information will be shared in due course.  
The most interesting part of the meeting was the exchange of ideas for ESCMID Global 2026, 
which resulted in submitting 8 session proposals, some in collaboration with other study groups. 
 
   

 
 
 
ESGAI Mentoring (Mentorship program) 
 
To improve performance and gain a better score and ranking, our study group is involved in a 
mentoring program. The ESCMID Scientific Affairs Subcommittee (SAS) aims to identify potential 
areas in which low-scoring study groups can enhance their performance and overall ranking. 
We all agreed we welcome any support. Therefore, a constructive and inspiring first online meeting 
was successfully held with ESCMID SAS member Colin MacKenzie. 
 
Upcoming Webinar 
 
July 29th, 2025 12:00 - 13:00 CET, ''Fundamentals of anaerobic bacteriology'' 
 

• Kathleen Boiten – Identification of anaerobes, demystifying the MALDI-TOF! 
• Trefor Morris – Susceptibility testing of Anaerobes, art, myth or magic?  



 
Registration link:  
 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nbl3ylfST0-rpNt5WMBoOw 
 
Once you register, you will receive confirmatory email with direct link to join the webinar. Please 
feel free to forward this email to any colleagues interested in the topic. 
 
In adition, if you have any suggestions or ideas for next study group webinars, please email the 
committee. 
 
Call for Papers 
 
We invite all members to publish collaborative papers on anaerobic infections by mentioning the 
study group in the authors' affiliation. The ESCMID rules require the participation of three study 
group members as authors, from at least two countries. 
 
As an alternative, please add the study group affiliation whenever you have a relevant publication 
falling within the scope of ESGAI. 
 
 
Ongoing Research Projects 
 

1. ReSuBacfrag 2024 
(Antimicrobial resistance surveillance of invasive Bacteroides fragilis in 2024) 
 
https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-group-collaborations/ 
 
 

2. MaGenTa 
 
Please email to Alida C. M. Veloo (Netherlands) a.c.m.veloo@umcg.nl for more details. 
 
 
Funding Opportunities 
 
ESGAI will support in-person attendance to the ESCMID Global 2026 congress upon acceptance of 
the abstract in the field of anaerobes and anaerobic infection. More information will be announced 
in January 2026. 
 
 
Important deadlines 
 

- Study group research grant  
Submission is open May till the 16th of July 
 

- Proposals for ESCMID Postgraduate Education Courses and Technical Workshops 
Submission is open till the 4th of August 
 
 

Any ideas and/or suggestions are welcome! ☺ 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nbl3ylfST0-rpNt5WMBoOw
https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-group-collaborations/
mailto:a.c.m.veloo@umcg.nl

