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Message from the ESGAI Executive Committee
Dear ESGAI members,

We are pleased to start 2026 with a short and focused update highlighting upcoming
opportunities, funding calls, and educational activities relevant to the anaerobic infections

community.

Throughout the year, a range of educational and scientific initiatives will be launched, and we

look forward to engaging with our members through these activities.

Your feedback and suggestions are always welcome, and we look forward to a productive and

collaborative 2026 with you all.

Best regards,

Alida C. M. Veloo — Chair

Trefor Morris — Secretary

Michael Buhl — Treasurer
Mervenur Demir — Science Officer

Anita Novak — Education Officer



News from the Study Group and Planned Activities

ESCMID Global 2026 — ESGAI Travel Grants

ESGALI will support attendance of its members at ESCMID Global 2026, upon acceptance of

an abstract in the field of anaerobes or anaerobic infections.
Application window: 15 January — 12 February 2026

All travel grant applications must be submitted via the ESCMID platform:

https://www.escmid.org/congress-events/escmid-global/abstracts/submission/grants-awards/

After the deadline, ESGAI will evaluate applications based on scientific relevance and

predefined Study Group criteria.

ESGAI Online Educational Course — Save the Date (22" and 23" October 2026)

We are pleased to announce that ESGALI is preparing an ESCMID online postgraduate
educational course on anaerobic bacteriology and anaerobic infections, scheduled for autumn

2026 (online). Preliminary information is already available via the ESCMID Courses website:

https://www.escmid-foundation.org/event-detail/anaerobic-bacteria-search-and-you-shall-find/

Further details on the course structure and registration will be shared in upcoming newsletters.

Leadership courses

ESCMID is investing in the development of its members and offers leadership courses. We

highly recommend them (own experience). For this year the following courses are available:

2026 ESCMID Leadership Courses Now Open

Lead with Impact: Fostering Collaboration & Navigating Complexity
Basel | 04-05 March 2026
A highly practical programme for mid-career professionals navigating complex teams,

competing priorities, and organisational change.

Empowering Women in Leadership
Basel | 06-07 May 2026


https://www.escmid.org/congress-events/escmid-global/abstracts/submission/grants-awards/
https://www.escmid-foundation.org/event-detail/anaerobic-bacteria-search-and-you-shall-find/

A focused programme supporting women to strengthen leadership confidence,

strategic influence, and career progression in healthcare settings.
Personal Leadership Training Programme

Carcavelos, Portugal | 12—13 May 2026

Carcavelos, Portugal | 17-18 September 2026

An immersive programme centred on self-awareness, values-based leadership, resilience, and

sustainable performance.

Places are intentionally limited to protect the quality of learning and discussion.

View programmes and register here: https://www.escmid.org/education/leadership-hub/

Anaerobe 2026

Anaerobe 2026, the 18th Biennial Congress of the Anaerobe Society of the Americas (ASA),
will take place from July 7 to 10, 2026, at the Columbia University Irving Medical Center in
New York, USA.

Important Dates
February 1, 2026 — Poster abstract submission deadline

June 1, 2026 — Early registration and hotel reservation deadline

Ongoing Research Projects

1. ReSuBacfrag 2024

(Antimicrobial resistance surveillance of invasive Bacteroides fragilis in 2024)

2. MaGenTa

(Mapping Horizontal Gene Transfer within in clinical specimen)

Please email Alida C. M. Veloo (Netherlands)for more details.

Call for ad-hoc ESGAI Executive Committee Position

ESGAL is still looking for a young scientist/TAE member to join the Executive Committee as

an ad-hoc representative.


https://www.escmid.org/education/leadership-hub/

This is a valuable opportunity for a young/TAE member to gain insight into ESCMID

governance, contribute to ESGALI activities, and develop leadership skills.
If you are interested, please get in touch with us.
Upcoming Webinars — Call for Proposals

ESGALI is preparing additional webinars and warmly welcomes suggestions for topics or

speakers from our community.

Call for papers

We invite all members to publish collaborative papers on anaerobic infections by mentioning
the study group in the authors' affiliation. The ESCMID rules require the participation of three

study group members as authors, from at least two countries.

In addition, we strongly encourage members to include ESGALI in their affiliations or
acknowledgements whenever the work is of ESGAI scope/mission to increase our visibility

and network.



