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Message from the Study Goup Executive Committee 

 

 

 

Dear ESGAI members, 

 

Welcome to our new members, we look forward to working with all new and „old“ ESGAI 
members in the future. We hope to provide you with valuable scientific opportunities and 
educational events. Moreover, we invite you to actively participate in all Study Group activities, 
propose projects, collaborations, webinars and workshops. 

ESGAI is a constantly growing ESCMID study group. However, feel free to invite your anaerobes-
enthusiastic colleagues to join ESGAI and share our mission and goals with them ☺. 

https://www.escmid.org/esgai/ 

 
 

 

With our very best wishes, 

 

Alida C. M. Veloo,  Chair 

Trefor Morris, Secretary 

Michael Buhl, Treasurer 

Mervenur Demir, Science Officer 

Anita Novak, Education Officer 

 

 

 

 

https://www.escmid.org/esgai/


 

News from the Study Group and Planned Activities 

 

Ad-hoc ESGAI Executive Committee Position 

ESGAI is looking for a young scientist/TAE member to join the Executive Committee as an ad-hoc 
representative. 
This is a valuable opportunity for a young/TAE member to gain insight into ESCMID governance, 
contribute to ESGAI activities, and develop leadership skills. 
If you are interested, please get in touch with us. 

 

Summer Webinar 

We are delighted to have delivered a very well attended 1st ESGAI webinar „Fundamentals of 
anerobic bacteriology” in July, 2025, with two excellent speakers: 

• Kathleen Boiten: Identification of anaerobes, demystifying the MALDI-TOF! 
• Trefor Morris: Susceptibility testing of Anaerobes, art, myth or magic? 

 
For all interested ESGAI members who were unable to participate in the webinar, the recording is 
available and linked to the ESGAI website; you just need your ESCMID login. 

 

Upcoming ESCMID Global 2026 

We are proud to inform you that three ESGAI proposals for the ESCMID Global 2026 have been 
accepted: 

1. Session title: Barriers, drivers and maintenance: molecular mechanism behind AMR gene 
mobility 

• Category: 3. Bacterial susceptibility & resistance 

• Session type: 2-h Symposium 

• Co-organisers: ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic Infections (ESGAI) and ESCMID 
Study group for Mobile Elements and Plasmids (ESGMAP) 

2. Session title: Prevention and treatment for specific intra-abdominal infections 

• Category: 2. Bacterial infection & disease 

• Session type: 2-h educational Session 

• Co-organisers: Österreichische Gesellschaft für Antimikrobielle Chemotherapie (ÖGACH) 
and ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic Infections (ESGAI)  

3. Session title: Resistance redefined: how to analyse biofilms and anaerobes 

• Category: 3. Bacterial susceptibility & resistance 

• Session type: 1-h Symposium 



• Co-organisers: ESCMID Study Group for Biofilms (ESGB) and ESCMID Study Group for 
Anaerobic Infections (ESGAI)  

 

Upcoming ESCMID 2026 Postgraduate course 

Our proposal for an online postgraduate course „Anaerobic bacteria: search and thy shall find“ 
has been accepted by the educational committee. This course is to be held in autumn 2026, with 
outstanding lecturers and interactive panels for the audience.  

Please, follow our Newsletters for future informations. 

 

Upcoming Webinar 

A new ESGAI webinar is planned to take place in late autumn/early winter. The topic and time will 
be announced later. 

 

Ongoing Research Projects 

 
1. ReSuBacfrag 2024 

(Antimicrobial resistance surveillance of invasive Bacteroides fragilis in 2024) 
 
https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-group-collaborations/ 
 
 

2. MaGenTa 
(Mapping Horizontal Gene Transfer within in clinical specimen) 
 
Please email to Alida C. M. Veloo (Netherlands) a.c.m.veloo@umcg.nl for more details. 
 
 
Call for papers 
 
We encourage all members to present research on anaerobes, as well as interesting clinical cases of 
anaerobic infections, as a poster or oral presentation at the ESCMID Global 2026, which will be 
held next spring in Munich, Germany. It is extremely important to raise awareness of anaerobic 
infections, from clinical presentation and diagnostics to treatment options and clinical outcome. 

Please submit your abstracts using the official ESCMID-link: 

https://www.escmid.org/congress-events/escmid-global/abstracts/submission/ 

Also, we invite all members to publish collaborative papers on anaerobic infections by mentioning 
the study group in the authors' affiliation. The ESCMID rules require the participation of three 
study group members as authors, from at least two countries. 

In addition, we strongly encourage members to include ESGAI in their affiliations or 
acknowledgements whenever the work is of ESGAI scope/mission to increase our visibility and 
network. 

https://www.escmid.org/science-research/study-group-collaborations/
mailto:a.c.m.veloo@umcg.nl
https://www.escmid.org/congress-events/escmid-global/abstracts/submission/


 
Funding Opportunities 
 

ESGAI will support attendance of our members to the ESCMID Global 2026 congress upon 
acceptance of the abstract in the field of anaerobes and anaerobic infection. More information 
will be announced in January 2026. 


