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Message from the ESGAI Executive Committee

Dear colleagues, friends and ESGAI study group members,

As we approach ESCMID Global 2026 in Munich, we are delighted to share a few important
updates with you:

1 — ESGAI Annual Business Meeting during the ESCMID Global 2026
Sun, April 19, 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon CEST, room ICM 2 and online.

https://key4events.zoom.us/j/83421683050?pwd=1kJ6ymwVuEr14kDA48UGuyqByfOyBa.1

We warmly invite all interested ESCMID members to join us for updates, discussions, and future
plans.

Online attendance in Annual Study Group Business Meetings is open for all ESCMID members, i.e.
it is neither necessary to have registered for ESCMID Global 2026, nor is it necessary to be a
member of the respective study group. (Onsite attendance in Annual Study Group Business
Meetings requires to have registered for ESCMID Global 2026, but it is not necessary to be a
member of the respective study group.)

Onsite, refreshments and snacks will be provided by ESCMID and by ESGALI, respectively (water,
soft drinks, tea, coffee and Bavarian soft pretzels (Brezen), both vegetarian and vegan).

The Executive Committee members will be around already from 10:30 a.m. and also a little after
12:00 p.m., so you can come and see us also in case you wouldn't have time to attend the actual
business meeting.

2 — ESGALI Social Meeting open for all members of our Study Group
Sun, April 19, from 19:00 p.m. CEST onwards, Augustiner-Keller (Arnulfstr. 52)

We warmly invite all ESGAI Study Group members to join us after the ESCMID Global
programme to mix and mingle with other members of our Study Group at Augustiner Keller, a
Bavarian brewery restaurant and beer garden in central Munich (one drink and one dish will be
offered to each ESGAI member by our Study Group), located in Arnulfstralle 52 (Arnulf street no.
52), 550m from Munich Central Station, North exit Arnulfstr. (Please note that this is a big place
with various indoor and outdoor seating areas, and we have a reservation on ESGALI for tables in the
main room (Festsaal) where the waiters will be able to guide you in case you can't spot our group. If
the weather is nice, we may choose to sit outside in the beer garden with chestnut trees, where there
is plenty of seating 5,000). We'll be around for a while (open end) and the kitchen closes at 23:00.

3 — Join the ESGALI co-organised Scientific Programme at ESCMID Global 2026
We strongly encourage you to attend the sessions led or co-led by ESGALI:

e Prevention and treatment for specific intra-abdominal infections



e Barriers, drivers and maintenance: molecular mechanism behind AMR gene mobility
e Resistance redefined: how to analyse biofilms and anaerobes

Further details are below.

We look forward to seeing many of you in Munich!

Best regards,

Alida C. M. Veloo - current Chair and immediate future Treasurer
Trefor Morris - Secretary

Michael Buhl - current Treasurer and immediate future Chair
Mervenur Demir — Science Officer

Anita Novak — Education Officer

Roberta Maria Antonello — Ad-hoc young scientist/TAE member

News from the Study Group and Planned Activities

Ad-hoc ESGAI Executive Committee Position

We are pleased to welcome Dr Roberta Maria Antonello as a newly appointed ad-hoc member of
the ESGAI Executive Committee.

Dr Antonello is a specialist in Infectious Diseases and Tropical Medicine and is currently pursuing a
PhD in Clinical Sciences at the University of Florence, Italy.

We warmly congratulate her and look forward to her contributions to ESGAL.

ESCMID Global 2026 — ESGAI Travel Grants

We received a total of five applications, of which three met the eligibility criteria. We thank all
applicants for their interest and engagement. We are pleased to congratulate the three selected
participants, each of whom has been awarded an attendance grant for ESCMID Global 2026. The
grant recipients and their poster presentations are as follows:

1. Milutin Vukadinovié¢ - Colonisation of the intervertebral disc by anaerobic bacteria

2. Marko Zivkov - Molecular background of clindamycin and meropenem resistance among
Bacteroides spp. at University Hospital centre Osijek, Croatia

3. Silvina Otero - A decade of paediatric Finegoldia magna: resistance, coinfection, and
implications for empiric therapy

ESCMID Global 2026



1. 2-hour Educational Session

Hall B0-2 | Fri 17/04 | 08:30 - 10:30 CET
Prevention and treatment for specific intra-abdominal infections

Organised by Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Antimikrobielle Chemotherapie (OGACH),
ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic Infections (ESGAI)

Chairs:
Alida C.M. VELOO, Netherlands
Birgit WILLINGER, Austria

Presentations:
Prevention of postoperative infection in bowel surgery: mechanical and/or oral antibiotics: what and

when?

Selective decontamination: benefits and resistance development
Nick DANEMAN, Canada

Necrotising pancreatitis and antibiotics: prophylaxis or early therapy?
Hjalmar VAN SANTVOORT, Netherlands

Diverticulitis: exact diagnosis and indications for antibiotic therapy
Massimo SARTELLI, Italy

2. 2-hour Symposium

Hall B0-2 | | Sat 18/04 | 16:15 - 18:15 CET
Barriers, drivers and maintenance: molecular mechanism behind AMR gene mobility

Organized by ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic Infections (ESGAI), ESCMID Study
Group for Mobile Elements and Plasmids (ESGMAP)

Chairs:
Louise ROER, Denmark
Jozsef SOKI, Hungary

Presentations:

Classification and typing of plasmids carrying multi-drug resistance
Alessandra CARATTOLLI, Italy

Plasmid-host co-evolution that stabilises antibiotic resistance
Javier DE LA FUENTE, Spain

The evolution and transmission of multi-drug-resistant Escherichia coli and Klebsiella pneumoniae:
complexity of clones and plasmids
Alan MCNALLY, United Kingdom



Antibiotic resistance plasmids in a One Health context
Michael BROUWER, Netherlands

3. 1-hour Symposium

Hall ICM 13b | Mon 20/04 | 14:45 - 15:45 CET
Resistance redefined: how to analyse biofilms and anaerobes

Organised by ESCMID Study Group for Biofilms (ESGB), ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic
Infections (ESGAI)

Chairs:

Tom COENYE, Belgium
Efthymia GIANNITSIOTI, Greece

Presentations:

Resistance in slow growing anaerobic communities
Catalina Suzana STINGU, Germany

What in vitro susceptibility testing does (not) tell you about in vivo anti-biofilm activity in the
respiratory tract
Valerie WATERS, Canada

Educational activities

We are pleased to announce our first webinar in 2026, on the topic "The ins and outs of
metronidazole resistance''.

Speakers:

1. Prof. Jozsef Soki - Metronidazole resistance in non- Bacteroides spp.
2. Prof. Ulrik Justesen Stenz - Metronidazole resistance in Bacteroides spp.

Hosts: Dr. Trefor Morris and Dr. Mervenur Demir
Date and Time: Mon, May 11, 12:00 noon — 13:00 p.m. CEST

Registration is mandatory through the participant registration link:

https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/ WN_vK2Q3ZJL.Ttexx93TtuxfYg

Once you register, you will receive a confirmatory email with a direct link to join the webinar.
Please feel free to forward this email to any colleagues who may be interested in the topic.

Anaerobe 2026 — ESGAI Travel Grant



The ESGALI is pleased to offer registration support for up to three participants attending the
Anaerobe 2026, the 18th Biennial Congress of the Anaerobe Society of the Americas (ASA), will
take place from July 7 to 10, 2026, at the Columbia University Irving Medical Center in New York,
USA. These grants are intended for young scientists and/or participants from low- and middle-
income countries (LMICs), assessed according to ESCMID's criteria. Please contact us for more
information.

Call for Session Proposals — ESCMID Global 2027

ESGAI members are invited to submit ideas for session proposals on anaerobic infections and
clinical microbiology. Innovative and interdisciplinary topics addressing emerging challenges are
particularly welcome.

Your input will help shape the ESCMID Global 2027 scientific programme and highlight the role of
anaerobic microbiology. If you would like to contribute, please let us know during our Business
Meeting at ESCMID Global or send your idea(s) for (a) proposal(s) to a.c.m.veloo@umcg.nl and
ideally by Sun, April 19.

Call for papers
We invate all members to publish collaborative papers on anaerobic infections by mentioning the
study group in the authors' affiliation. The ESCMID rules require the participation of three study

group members as authors, from at least two countries.

As alternative, please add the study group affiliation whenever you have a relevant publication
falling in the scope of ESGAI



