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Giuseppe Cornaglia
Tenth ESCMID President 
2007–2009, 2010–2012 

Society milestones during presidency

Transfer of society’s legal base to Switzerland

Foerderverein

Observership programme

Parity Commission

First Guidelines Director

International collaboration

ESCMID strategy meetings

CAESAR project

International Day for Fighting Infection
Global reach  Guiseppe Cornaglia took office as ESCMID president for two years 
in April 2007 during the 17th ECCMID, held in conjuction with the 25th Interna-
tional Congress of Chemotherapy (ICC) organized by the International Society of 
Chemotherapy (ISC). He was one of the longest-serving members of the ESCMID 
Executive Committee, having joined the team in April 2001 during the 11th ECCMID  
in Istanbul and leaving in 2014 during the 22nd ECCMID in London. 
		  While he was in office, the society transformed itself into a global society 
instead of a local European organization. Relationships with other major interna-
tional and significant national, non-European societies and organizations in the 
field have flourished. In addition, ESCMID increased its representation on several 
committees, not only with members from central and Eastern Europe and the 
Mediterranean but also from other parts of the world. This extensive collaborative 
network has resulted in many jointly organized educational, professional and sci-
entific activities throughout the world.

Presidency  In April 2010 he became the interim 
president for one year when Javier Garau stepped 
down after the first year of his term as ESCMID presi-
dent. This became a two-year term when all execu-
tive committee members had their terms extended 
by a year. In 2011, during this second presidency, 
the society moved from its initial legal base in Mu-
nich, Germany to Basel, Switzerland.

Collaborations  Cornaglia paid special attention to 
international collaboration and professional affairs 
during his tenure, developing a strong bond with 
WHO Europe. ESCMID created the Central Asian and 
Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Re-
sistance (CAESAR) project through its study group 
on antimicrobial resistance surveillance (ESGARS) 
in collaboration with the Dutch National Institute for 
Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) and WHO-
Europe. This is one of the most successful projects 
tackling antimicrobial resistance surveillance in 
countries geographically located in the WHO-Europe 
region but not included in ECDC’s European Antimi-
crobial Resistance Surveillance Network (EARS-Net).

Historical lectures  Giuseppe Cornaglia’s passion for history, opera and litera-
ture is notable. He developed a series of historical lectures on infectious diseases 
and decided St George’s Day would be the International Day for Fighting Infection. 
The idea of St George slaying the dragon is appropriate for defeating the microbial 
threat. A total of seven meetings took place; the last held in 2015 during the 25th 
ECCMID in Copenhagen. 

Publications  His term as publications officer witnessed the 
transition of the society’s official journal, Clinical Microbiology and 
Infection, from its previous publisher (Wiley) to the current one 
(Elsevier). He successfully orchestrated this transition period, 
spending a phenomenal amount of energy and effort on the whole 
process. 

Life today  Giuseppe Cornaglia continues 
his work as the head of large clinical micro-
biology laboratory in Verona, Italy, and as a 
professor of microbiology at the University of 
Verona. 

St George

ESCMID-CMA Symposium 2008 in China. 
Representing ESCMID sitting from  
right to left: Giuseppe Cornaglia, Javier Garau, 
Ragnar Norrby, Murat Akova, Peter Schoch
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Javier Garau
11th ESCMID President 2009–2010

Society milestones during presidency

Trainee Association of ESCMID

Increased cooperation with IDSA, ASM

Life today  Garau is still active in infec-
tious diseases. Since 2011 he has been a 
senior advisor to his former infectious dis-
eases group at the public university hospi-
tal in Barcelona and also holds the post of 
chief of medicine at a private institution in 
his home town of Palma de Mallorca. He has 
described his childhood on Mallorca as idyl-
lic and he has always had a deep connection 
to the island and the Mediterranean. Now he 
can combine his twin passions of gaining 
insights into the epidemiology of both infec-
tions and antibiotic resistance with the won-
derful Mediterranean lifestyle. 

Javier Garau at 18th ECCMID 2008 in Barcelona

“ESCMID has become a mature society.  
I am confident that ESCMID’s modern 
dynamic executive committee will  
be able to respond to the challenges of 
the 21st century.” Javier Garau

EC term  Javier Garau’s association with ESCMID is as old as the current cen-
tury. He was on the ESCMID Scientific Advisory Committee from 2000 to 2004. 
When he joined the executive committee as Education Officer in 2005, ESCMID 
was a typical European scientific society that had started to become more global. 
This was reflected in an increasing number of U.S. physicians who attended the 
congress, higher numbers of participants and society members from Asian coun-
tries. His predecessors had successfully created a truly European scientific soci-
ety with the best representation of clinical microbiology and infectious diseases 
from all European Countries, a growing number of members and a very success-
ful annual meeting (ECCMID). His experience in the early 90s as President of the 
Spanish Society for Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases no doubt con-
tributed to his soon becoming Secretary General and President-elect of ESCMID 
in 2007.

Achievements  Following his medical training in 
Spain and the U.S. he spent a few years as an in-
fectious disease specialist at a hospital as well as 
teaching at the university, both in Barcelona. He 
eventually settled at the Hospital Universitari Mutua 
Terrassa where he spent 25 years, eventually be-
coming Head of the Internal Medicine Service. From 
very early on he saw the need to combine infectious 
diseases and clinical microbiology. As president of 
ESCMID he successfully managed the society dur-
ing the consolidation stage of its international rela-
tions with other similar organisations in Europe and 
beyond, especially by increasing cooperation with 
the American societies (IDSA, ASM). A major focus 
was to increase and improve the scientific content of 
the annual meeting and to create new study groups. 
Garau initiated several new activities, including the 
creation of a medical guidelines editor post, the for-
mation of several new study groups and he  over-
saw an increase in the number of ESCMID conferenc-
es and educational courses. Thanks to his efforts
ESCMID established closer relationships with the 
ICAAC organizers. 

ESCMID today  ESCMID today “has a considerable 
strength and capacity to influence at different levels 
including regulatory agencies and other governmen-
tal bodies, the pharmaceutical industry, academia 
and society as a whole,” Garau said, adding that “this 
is a great responsibility.”

Presidency  When Garau became president of the 
society in 2009 ESCMID had become the most impor-
tant organization covering infectious diseases and 
clinical microbiology (membership continued to rise 
during his tenure) and ECCMID was turning into the 
most important educational event of the year world-
wide. A year earlier, in 2008 the 18th ECCMID had 
taken place in Barcelona, attracting a record number 
of about 8,000 attendees and over 3,500 abstracts. 
The EUCAST, GRACE and TROCAR projects were on-
going and ESCMID was in the process of moving its 
domicile from Germany to Switzerland. Garau and 
his predecessor both placed great emphasis on the 
inclusiveness of ESCMID, particularly in education. 
Aware that many good and enthusiastic scientists 
and clinicians from less wealthy countries needed 
access to educational opportunities, he promoted 
the observership programme and attendance grants.
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Gunnar Kahlmeter
12th ESCMID President 2012–2014

Society milestones during presidency

International affairs subcommitee

WHO, ECDC observership programmes

Society work  Gunnar Kahlmeter comes from a 
family of physicians. His grandfather Gunnar Kahl-
meter was a famous rheumatologist during the first 
half of the 20th century and his father Olof Kahlme-
ter was the head of Infectious Diseases in Halmstad, 
Sweden for more than 20 years. 
		  By 2002 Kahlmeter had already become a fre-
quent participant in ESCMID EC meetings where he 
would report on the endeavours of EUCAST (see fac-
ing page). During Giuseppe Cornaglia’s presidency in 
2007, Kahlmeter was co-opted to join the executive 
committee to fill a vacant position between elec-
tions. Next he was elected by the membership and 
until his term as Past President expired in 2016, he 
laboured to contribute to the society’s successful 
development. 
		  Kahlmeter and Robert Read, another execu-
tive member in infectious diseases in the UK, were 
successful partners as professional affairs officers 
for several years, fielding several initiatives such as 
ESCMID Observerships, ESCMID/WHO Observerships 
and ESCMID/ECDC Observerships, through which col-
leagues from many countries are given the opportu-
nity to visit institutions in other countries, including 
WHO Europe in Copenhagen and ECDC in Stockholm. 
Together with other EC members, he mapped the 
development and shape of microbiology and infec-
tious diseases in Europe. Kahlmeter addressed the 
problem of trying to describe the many faces of clini-
cal microbiology in European settings and warned 
against the growing popularity of “cold labs”, com-
mercial laboratories lacking all clinical connection. 
For his own lab in Växjö, Sweden, he has managed 
to fend off popular political and administrative ex-
periments and maintain the belief that the patient 
comes first and that microbiology is much more than 
producing a test value. 
		  He has presided over the summer school and is 
regularly a member of the faculty. As Publications Of-
ficer during his last two years of service he shared 
his expertise and experience to run the society’s 
two journals, produce high-quality medical guide-
lines and helped raise the society’s profile through 
all forms of electronic and print communications. He 
brokered the transition from one successful editor to 
another. 

EUCAST  In 2001 Carl Erik Nord and Roger G. Finch asked Kahlmeter to take over 
the chairmanship of EUCAST (The European Committee on Antimicrobial Suscep-
tibility Testing). Kahlmeter together with Derek Brown, former longtime Scientific 
Secretary of EUCAST, realised that it was necessary to involve the strong national 
breakpoint committees of France, Germany, Norway, Sweden, Netherlands and 
the U.K. To cut a long story short, Kahlmeter is credited with making the commit-
tee the point of international reference it is today. Thanks to his vision and com-
mitment, and his ability to work and sleep in economy class on more than 400 in-
ternational flights over the years, he transformed the struggling committee to the 
internationally respected organisation it is today. Anyone interested in the full sto-
ry can consult “The Garrod Lecture: EUCAST – are we headed towards internation-
al agreement?” (J Antimicrob Chemother. 2015 Sep;70(9):2427-39). He stepped 
down in 2012 when he became ESCMID President. Kahlmeter served as chairman of  
EUCAST for more than 10 years and has become synonymous with the commit-
tee. EUCAST guidance is now accepted by European authorities and agencies, col-
leagues around Europe and is being adopted by an increasing number of coun-
tries outside Europe.
		  When he took over as the chair of EUCAST, he has created and since then main-
tained the two EUCAST websites – the general EUCAST website (www.eucast.org),  
on which all EUCAST recommendations are made freely available, now with 
more than 70,000 hits per month, and the EUCAST MIC and inhibition zone diam-
eter distributions website (www.mic.eucast.org/Eucast2/), the MIC distribution 
graphs of which are now frequently used by many scientists to reference the nor-
mal MICs of species/agent combinations. 
		  Currently his roles in EUCAST are those of Technical Data Coordinator, web-
master and Head of the EUCAST Development Laboratory. The EUCAST Develop-
ment Laboratory, one of the ESCMID Collaborative Centres, has for many years 
accepted ESCMID observers from all over the world who come to learn more about 
EUCAST and ESCMID.

Cooperation  Kahlmeter was responsible for developing the closer collaboration 
with WHO Europe and ECDC through the joint observership programmes between 
ESCMID and these institutions, allowing ESCMID members a glimpse into the 
workings within the agencies. During his presidency the collaboration between 
WHO Europe, RIVM (Bilthoven, Netherlands) and ESCMID, known as the CAESAR 
project, was agreed as a joint project, taking antimicrobial resistance surveillance 
to European countries not yet part of the EU. The EUCAST Development Laboratory 
has supported the CAESAR project with methodological assistance, material, QC 
and workshop lectures.

The congress  As ESCMID President he oversaw the 
organisation of two highly successful ECCMIDs, 2013 
in Berlin and 2014 in Barcelona; the latter for the sec-
ond time surpassing the 10,000-participant mark. 

Gunnar Kahlmeter at EUCAST laboratory in Växjö in 2017

Outside work  He spends his spare time 
with his family, friends and his dog, Jop-
lin. Anyone visiting his lab will meet Joplin 
(named after Janis Joplin) in the corridor. 
And he is fascinated by glass and carpets. He 
often brings visitors to one of the many glass 
exhibitions in the Swedish Kingdom of Crys-
tals (Glasriket) with objects from famous 
kilns such as Orrefors and Kosta, and when 
in the vicinity of Venice he will go foraging 
among the Murano glass shops and muse-
ums.
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Murat Akova
13th ESCMID President 2014–2016

Society milestones during presidency

Expansion of educational activities in developing countries

EUCIC

Fellow of ESCMID title

ESCMID’s strategic plan for 2014 – 2019

Tenure  Murat Akova will leave the executive committee at  
ECCMID 2018 in Madrid, having served 11 years. He is one of the 
longest-serving committee members of recent history. “I enjoyed 
every minute of it,” Akova says, “working with excellent people and 
in a very friendly environment.”

Foundation  “The passion and wisdom of my pre-
decessors transformed ESCMID from a small, local 
society to the global organization it is today,” Akova 
says. His forerunners had increased the interna-
tional contribution to all the activities in the society 
at every level. And much of the society’s income has 
been returned to young members and research-
ers as funding for observership visits, educational 
events and research activities.

Goals  When Akova took office as president in 
2014, his priorities included three objectives: net-
working, encouragement and synergy. He hoped to 
increase ESCMID’s collaboration with other organi-
zations and societies by attracting the best scien-
tists worldwide. The second objective was to inspire 
young colleagues for their research, training and ed-
ucation. Third he believed ESCMID should provide an 
interdisciplinary platform for all members, fostering 
good basic and clinical science, eventually providing 
the best service for the needs of the public.

Memories  Since 2008 Akova has attended every 
ESCMID Summer School. It gave him great pleasure 
to see young colleagues’ enthusiasm and excite-
ment. One of the saddest occasions for him was 
making the decision to relocate ECCMID from Is-
tanbul to Amsterdam because of local unrest in his 
home country, Turkey. He recalls, however, with few-
er than six months before ECCMID, and thanks to the 
society’s Dutch colleagues and devoted office staff, 
ECCMID 2016 in Amsterdam became one of the most 
successful events to date.

Looking to the future  Akova says one of the most challenging issues going for-
ward will be maintaining the society’s financial resources to support educational 
and research activities. However, he is confident ESCMID will become one of the 
strongest policy-maker institutions in Europe, an advisory board to political bod-
ies in the European Union for the good of public health.

Inspiration  Akova was inspired to specialize in 
infectious diseases during his residency when he 
felt such excitement and joy from the discipline. He 
met Erdal H. Akalin, one of the founding fathers of 
modern infectious diseases training in Turkey, who 
became his mentor.

New activities  During Akova’s years on the executive committee, he saw sev-
eral new advances and achievements. The Summer Schools became state-of-
the-art teaching and training facilities. Postgraduate courses provide up-to-date 
knowledge to attendees worldwide. ESCMID supported more local educational 
activities in different countries with a special emphasis on the developing world. 
Moreover the European Committee on Infection Control (EUCIC) was established 
and has become a leading organization for harmonizing infection control activi-
ties in Europe and beyond.

“Over the last decade, ESCMID has 
become the most influential  
society worldwide in both infectious 
diseases and clinical microbiology.  
It provides an interdisciplinary  
global platform of education,  
research and advocacy on many 
aspects of our practice.” Murat Akova

After ESCMID  Akova remains active in clini-
cal microbiology and infectious diseases as 
an attending faculty member at Hacettepe 
Üniversitesi Tıp Fakültesi (Hacettepe Uni-
versity Medical School) in Ankara. His main 
interests are antimicrobial resistance and 
infections in immunocompromised hosts, 
primarily in cancer patients.
		  With his twins now in college, Akova and 
his wife enjoy travelling. During his ESCMID 
days, intense travel was a prerequisite of 
executive committee membership. But from 
now on, he says, the travel will be more for 
enjoyment. He also enjoys reading, particu-
larly about Byzantine and Ottoman history.

Murat Akova at 9th ECCMID Summer School 2010 in Cappadocia
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Mario Poljak
14th ESCMID President 2016–2018

Society milestones during presidency

Membership surpasses 8,000 mark

Memorandums of understanding with IDSA,  
AMMI Canada, KSLM, SIDP

New study groups  
(Public Health Microbiology, Respiratory Viruses)

35-year history 

Continued Service  Mario Poljak has held several 
positions on the executive committee and will con-
clude his service from 2018 to 2020 as Publications 
Officer and Immediate Past President. His tenure 
began as Professional Affairs Officer, sharing a port-
folio with Evelina Tacconelli. Following his term as 
President-elect and Secretary General he served as 
ESCMID President from 2016 to 2018.

Career highlights  Poljak, along with Tacconelli, 
was one of the founding members of the Trainee 
Association of ESCMID (TAE) and a member of the 
first TAE advisory board. He was also a member of 
the first ESCMID Parity Commission, serving as  
ESCMID Advocate for Geographic Balance. Also with 
Tacconelli he led a complete rejuvenation of the ob-
servership/ESCMID collaborative centres (ECC) pro-
gramme and also oversaw a significant increase in 
the programme’s budget. Together with Kahlmeter 
and Tacconelli he launched the observership pro-
grammes at WHO Europe and the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control, and initiated the 
ECCMID Networking Corner.
		  He counts himself lucky to have chaired the 
youngest ESCMID executive committee, which con-
sisted of “dedicated, hard-working and visionary col-
leagues.” They worked together for countless hours 
face-to-face or via email, phone and social media, 
around the clock and from different time zones. Ad-
ditionally several other executive functions in the 
society were, and remain, in the hands of emerging 
talents. “Paired with guidance from more experi-
enced senior colleagues, there is a productive blend 
helping ESCMID develop the society further, cross 
bridges and tackle challenges.”

Strong foundation  He recalls how his predecessors, especially Gunnar Kahl-
meter and Murat Akova, supported by the executive committee and the execu-
tive office, reshaped, modernized and professionalized ESCMID in unprecedented 
ways at a time when the majority of large societies in the field stagnated or re-
gressed. “Who could have imagined that ICAAC would disappear after 50 years?” 
he says.

“A unique European approach to  
bring together clinical micro- 
biologists and infectious disease 
specialists in one society  
and a joint annual congress are  
the foundation of ESCMID’s  
and ECCMID’s success and  
continued prosperity.” Mario Poljak

Committee achievements   During his presidency, the executive committee, 
which makes all major decisions by consensus and unanimously, accomplished 
a long list of achievements. The committee oversaw the successful negotiation 
and signing of memorandums of understanding with several international and 
large national societies in infectious diseases and clinical microbiology. Those 
relationships include Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA), Association 
of Medical Microbiology and Infectious Disease Canada (AMMI Canada) and the 
Korean Society of Laboratory Medicine (KSLM).
		  ESCMID’s membership reached its greatest size, more than doubling to 
8,000-plus members from about 3,500 ten years ago. Likewise, two consecutive 
ECCMIDs boasted the largest number of attendees ever, 12,000-plus compared 
with 6,300 ten years ago as well as the largest number of abstracts submitted 
with more than 5,000. “ESCMID is on the right track,” Poljak says. The society has 
the largest number of members ever and is heading towards another very suc-
cessful ECCMID congress.
		  Under Poljak’s reign the executive committee approved several new study 
groups, such as the ESCMID study group for public health microbiology. Addition-
ally the committee launched the first ESCMID Summer School outside Europe, re-
shaped the Clinical Microbiology and Infection layout and webpage and grew the 
number of ESCMID-affiliated societies.

Looking to the future  Poljak sees ESCMID, 
in ten or 20 years, as the most influential 
global scientific society in the field of clini-
cal microbiology and infectious diseases. He 
believes the society will hold the largest and 
most influential annual meeting in the world, 
and predicts more than 300 ECCs and 300 
observership visits per year. He sees ESCMID 
“as the main future provider of continuous 
professional education in clinical microbiol-
ogy and infectious diseases.” 

Mario Poljak at 27th ECCMID 2017 in Vienna
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Jesús Rodriguez Baño
15th ESCMID President from 2018

“We’ve grown in size and infl uence. ESCMID 
is trusted. We are now a Europe-based but 
global society, and that is a big responsibility. 
We must adapt to the changing situation in 
infectious diseases and new challenges.” 

Jesús Rodríguez Baño

Open society Jesús Rodríguez Baño, of Seville, Spain, got a taste of ESCMID’s 
culture as a regular society member. He joined one study group and expected it 
to be a closed club. But he was very surprised to see, in the fi rst meeting, that he 
was welcome to give his opinion, make proposals and collaborate. It was easy to 
become part of this society, he recalls.
  When Rodríguez Baño joined ESCMID’s executive committee six years ago, 
he realized the society was more complex than he had suspected. It was also 
more open, dynamic and friendly.

Strong foundation Rodríguez Baño credits his pre-
decessors with driving ESCMID to become a society 
with global infl uence in the fi elds. He points to the 
creation of study groups, EUCAST, and ECCMID as the 
great achievements that have positioned ESCMID 
where it is now.

Goals Rodríguez Baño’s fi rst goal as President 
will be to preserve the great work of his predeces-
sors. From there, with the help of the entire team, 
he hopes to continue supporting members regard-
less of their gender, citizenship or age. He believes 
education and promoting research and guidelines 
can improve the control, diagnosis and treatment 
of infectious diseases. He hopes to homogenize the 
practice of dealing with infectious diseases, to sup-
port the journal even more strongly and promote the 
visibility of young members.

Outlook ESCMID must spread its positive values, Rodríguez Baño says, and col-
laborate with local and international societies to improve scientifi c knowledge in 
infectious diseases and microbiology. “We must provide tools to improve infec-
tion control, diagnosis and treatment of infections,” he says. “And we must take 
care of the professional development of our members.”

Commitment to infectious diseases Rodríguez 
Baño remembers clearly when he realized he wanted 
to work in infectious diseases. He was an internal 
medicine resident and, after a training period in the 
infectious diseases division, he clearly saw he want-
ed to dedicate his professional life to that specialty. 
“The complexity, variety and relevance of this spe-
cialty captured me,” he says.Life outside science “I love research and 

science... but I guess it does not count as a 
pastime.” Apart from his great passion for his 
work, Rodríguez Baño loves literature, paint-
ing, cinema, theatre and music, including 
classical, jazz and rock. He also enjoys read-
ing about history and travels for pleasure. 

Current executive committee voices

Alexander W. Friedrich
 "ESCMID has the ambition to establish, sustainably, 
the most vivid scientifi c network in this fi eld, 
crossing all borders to be the most important forum 
for young talented scientists worldwide.”

Alexander W. Friedrich fi rst participated in ECCMID in 2003 in 
Prague where he presented his data on molecular epidemiology 
of MRSA in hospitals and the community. There, he also attended 
the meeting of the ESCMID Study Group for Epidemiological Mark-
ers (ESGEM) and was so inspired by people like Wolfgang Witte, 
Panayotis Tassios and others that he decided to get more involved.
  He was instrumental in the launch of an ESGEM educational 
workshop in 2005 in Nice, which led to the development of sev-
eral postgraduate courses on epidemiological markers in multiple 
countries. Under his leadership as Chairman, ESGEM was elevated 
to one of the top-scoring study groups. Highlights of his tenure in-
clude well-cited publications concerning the use of molecular typ-
ing in clinical microbiology and public health, as well as support 
from ESGEM for two major International Meetings on Microbial Epi-
demiological Markers (IMMEM IX and X).
  His conviction that infection prevention is a major future fi eld 
for clinical microbiology and infectious diseases led him to sup-
port from the very beginning the European Committee on Infection 
Control initiative. In 2016 Friedrich was elected to the executive 
committee with a goal of building further bridges between clinical 
microbiology and infectious diseases. As treasurer, he improved 
ESCMID’s capacity to fi nance young talent for education, training 
and research activities. “I believe that this is a very important task 
for the future. In many countries, only limited funds are available 
for researchers and young investigators in infection prevention 
and control. ESCMID will therefore further develop and support this 
most important bridge between clinical microbiology and infec-
tious diseases.”

Annelies Zinkernagel
“What I fi nd fascinating about infectious diseases is 
that many infections are treatable and that you 
can make a difference for the individual as well as 
for society. I also appreciate that I can treat patients 
from the entire spectrum of society and that I’m 
confronted with people from many different 
countries, which gives me new insights every day.” 

Annelies Zinkernagel joined the executive committee in 2014 as 
Scientifi c Affairs Offi cer. During her term the society expanded the 
scientifi c affairs portfolio, increasing funding for research projects, 
awards and educational events organised by the society’s study 
groups. 
  For Zinkernagel team spirit is important – within the society 
and also in her workplace at the University Hospital in Zurich. “You 
can’t manage a patient on your own; you always work together and 
interact with other specialists across borders and disciplines. It’s 
a team sport.” At her clinic and in the society as an infectious dis-
ease specialist she works closely with clinical microbiologists and 
is keen to embrace new technologies such as whole-genome se-
quencing and rapid diagnostics, which are rejigging the specialty. 
Such new trends are not only refl ected in her daily work at the hos-
pital but also in ESCMID’s study groups, educational events and in 
the scientifi c programme of the congress.
  The new challenges for infectious disease specialists Zinker-
nagel sees particularly in the area of antimicrobial resistance, im-
plant associated infections and those in immunocompromised and 
elderly patients. Despite the fact that there is a lot of progress in 
the fi eld, new infections and resistance emerge in different parts 
of the world and, due to globalisation and travel, spread across the 
world faster than ever. 
  Zinkernagel is interested in pathogenesis, which is keeping 
her closely connected with clinical microbiology. Today where we 
do not have enough new drugs to tackle resistances Zinkernagel 
says we should take a step back and try to understand the patho-
genesis. “Much has been published. We should take our time not 
just to browse studies published over the past fi ve years. We 
should be humbler, go back a bit more and look at all the research 
that has been published before.” 
  When she is not working she enjoys mountaineering and 
camping with her family.
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Historic executive voices

Winfried V. Kern
“I do n ot believe that the success of ECCMID should 
be evaluated solely on the basis of the number 
of abstracts, of attendees, of euros. Instead, ask 
attendees whether they were satisfi ed, excited, had 
a relevant experience and insight for their 
professional activity and life. Ask if they would 
love to come again and bring colleagues and peers.
Then you will know if it was successful. Ask them 
what they think was suboptimal and ECCMID 
may progress and become even more successful.”

As a former ESCMID treasurer (2009–2012), Winfried V. Kern 
helped organize the transfer of the society from Germany to Swit-
zerland. These were diffi cult times; many things had to be reorgan-
ized. He then became deputy ECCMID Programme Director 2013/14 
(with Jordi Vila at that time) and took over as Programme Director 
in 2015. He said his vision for the congress was to provide cutting-
edge science in the fi eld of ID/CM and relevant news for clinicians 
caring for patients, as well as to create a forum and exchange plat-
form for young scientists, clinician-scientists and epidemiologists 
to interact with colleagues from around the world. He increased 
the number of international experts in the programme committee, 
tried to strengthen the clinical ID and international health focus, 
reorganized the way in which symposia were to be submitted for 
ECCMID and selected, and introduced a number of other innova-
tions at ECCMID (e-poster sessions, pipeline corner, open forum). 
   It impresses him each year to see how so many puzzling 
ideas, themes and talks are being modeled and shaped and even-
tually develop into a single whole programme – thanks to superb 
motivation and cooperation within the programme committee.
  His time with the organisation was fi lled with memories, such 
as the Excellence Award presented to Médecins Sans Frontières, 
the opening with Tina Dico and the waltz class in Vienna, which 
he called most entertaining and funny. He recalled the shock of 
having to move ECCMID 2016 from Istanbul to Amsterdam and his 
recent long talks with Henri Saenz in which he was unable to per-
suade Saenz to remain on the team in Basel. 
  Kern’s non-ECCMID professional activities include clinical 
work, undergraduate and postgraduate teaching, and laboratory 
and clinical research. He’s part of a ten-physician team working 
with dedicated study nurses, data managers, laboratory workers 
and students in clinical infectious diseases. They also run travel 
medicine clinics and a refugee health unit. This leaves little time 
for art museums, cinema, family excursions (Africa!), sailing (Bal-
tic Sea!) or reading a book.

Jarmila Jelínková
“ESCMID is an extremely important and successful 
organization for diagnostics, therapy and 
research in the infection fi eld... I highly appreciate 
receiving the honorary title of ESCMID Fellow 
at the 2017 ECCMID in Vienna.”

Jarmila Jelínková joined ESCMID in 1986 and attended her fi rst 
ECCMID a year later. Since then she has attended it regularly and 
found it a valuable improvement that ECCMID changed from being 
biennial to an annual meeting. She served on the executive com-
mittee from 2002 to 2005 while also serving as President of the 
Czech National Medical Society for Microbiology and Epidemiology 
from 1998 to 2007.
  Jelínková’s main interest as a medical microbiologist was
 the inclusion of Gram-positive cocci such as beta-haemolytic strep-
tococci into the programmes. She recalled her most memorable ac-
tivity was when she organized ECCMID 2004 in Prague as Congress 
President. 
  Jelínková is now involved with organizing scientifi c meetings, 
reviewing diploma theses, doing editorial work and acting as a com-
mittee member at universities in the Czech Republic and abroad.

Andreas Voss
“I had the pleasure to serve under some of the best 
ESCMID presidents known to the society. I will 
never forget when Marc Struelens tried to reduce the 
time of offi ce and was voted down, mainly because 
he was doing such a great job as president.”

Andreas Voss has served on the executive committee for eight 
years, three as ESCMID Treasurer and fi ve as ECCMID Programme 
Director. When he joined, he was surprised there was no real budget 
and the society was spending more money than it was generating.
  Voss established ECCMID as one of the top clinical microbiol-
ogy and infectious diseases meetings and increase participation 
from 4,000 to 10,000 participants. He re-established a budget and 
revitalized the Study Group for Nosocomial Infections (ESGNI) with 
Emilio Bouza. The work was almost entirely devoid of frustrations, 
he said. What he remembers most is the collegiality, friendship and 
great discussions among the executive committee members.
  ESCMID is now the leading society and ECCMID the leading 
meeting in the fi eld. They will remain so, he said, by investing in 
education and professional development, supporting local and na-
tional initiatives by mentoring members and regional initiatives.
  Voss remains active in infection control. In his free time he 
enjoys his family, cooking or playing golf.

Elisabeth Nagy 
“Over the past 35 years ESCMID greatly evolved to 
become the most important society in the
fi eld, covering all important research topics in 
clinical microbiology and infectious diseases.” 

When her father, a tuberculosis specialist, showed her the Myco-
bacterium tuberculosis cord formation in a smear by microscope, 
Elisabeth Nagy knew that she wanted to work in clinical microbiol-
ogy. That was in 1957 and she was 13 years old. With number 181 
Nagy was among the fi rst members of the society. Coming from 
Hungary, where clinical microbiology was still in its infancy around 
1984, she was keen to join the still very young society and learn 
from colleagues who shared her interest in anaerobes and their 
role in infections and in the microbiome. 
  Nagy was invited to join the executive committee in 2003 and 
left in 2012, almost 10 years later. She felt honoured and was very 
committed to ESCMID’s mission, fi rst as Professional Affairs Offi cer 
and later for several years as Treasurer. During Nagy’s years on the 
EC the society went through many changes. It moved to Switzer-
land, became more professional and initiated new activities such 
as the observership programme. Nagy’s institute in Hungary was 
one of the fi rst ESCMID collaborative centres. She strongly support-
ed other professional affairs initiatives, including the trainee asso-
ciation and the parity commission. Nagy regrets that even today 
opportunities for women are still far from equal to those of men. 
  Nagy also brought ESCMID closer to the Anaerobe Society of 
the Americas (ASA) and organized joint sessions during ECCMID 
and ASA congresses. In 1986 she also helped initiate one of 
ESCMID’s fi rst study groups, ESGARAB, which later became the 
study group for anaerobic infections (ESGAI). 
  Nagy is a professor emerita at her university, she is still Edi-
tor-in-Chief of Anaerobe, has some teaching activity and supports 
young scientists in their research and publication endeavours. 
She loves being with her nine grandchildren. Nagy enjoys reading 
books and she even has taken up playing the piano again, but her 
favourite activity is still to read about new achievements in clinical 
microbiology. 

Cornelia Lass-Flörl
“ESCMID is fast-growing and helpful when it comes 
to questions regarding microbiology and infec-
tious diseases. It is the cornerstone of ID/CM and 
builds the foundation for a career in ID/CM.”

Cornelia Lass-Flörl joined ESCMID in 1997, when David Denning and 
Olivier Lortholary set up the ESCMID fungal infection study group 
(EFISG). Giuseppe Cornaglia had the idea to broaden fungal infec-
tion knowledge outside Europe. Since then she has enjoyed work-
ing closely with the society and served as Treasurer on the execu-
tive committee for four years (2012–2016).
  Lass-Flörl worked to increase the funding of grants for 
ESCMID-related studies. Additionally, she represented fungal is-
sues both within the society and outside it, and she developed a 
relationship with the European Confederation of Medical Mycology 
(ECMM). Her tenure on the committee coincided with her work in 
the ESCMID fungal infection study group (EFISG), which initiated 
several major guidelines together with ECMM, including the ESCMID 
guideline for the diagnosis and management of Candida diseases. 
These she counts among her biggest achievements.
  She said the society’s size, complex legal requirements and 
standards of practice sometimes made it diffi cult to resolve prob-
lems easily. But Lass-Flörl said she was impressed by the friend-
ships and constructive meetings of the executive committee. She 
is on the scientifi c committee of the society’s journal Clinical Micro-
biology and Infection. In her free time she enjoys golf, reading and 
travel.


