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Curriculum Vitae 
First name Gulsen 
Surname Ozkaya Sahin 
Nationality Swedish, Turkish 
Country of employment Sweden 
Affiliation Clinical Microbiology, Region Skåne and 

Translational Medicine, Lund University, 
Sweden 

Position Associate professor and senior consultant 
Main fields of interests (please indicate a 
maximum of three topics) 

Viral infections, antiviral treatment and vaccines 
against viruses 

Career in brief (please specify only the principal 
steps) 

2024 ESCMID Executive Committee member 
and Scientific Affairs Officer 

2023 Associate professor in virology, Lund 
University, Lund, Sweden  

2019 Specialist, clinical microbiology, Region 
Skåne, Lund, Sweden 

2015 Specialist, internal medicine Hässleholm 
Hospital, Hässleholm, Sweden 

2013 Degree of doctor of medicine, Lund 
University, Lund, Sweden 

2012 Virology PhD, Lund University, Lund, 
Sweden 

2009 Microbiology PhD, Hacettepe University, 
Ankara, Turkey 

2006 Specialist, infectious diseases, 
Hacettepe University, Ankara, Turkey 

2002 Specialist, internal medicine 
Hacettepe University, Ankara, Turkey 

1997 Degree of doctor of medicine, Hacettepe 
University, Ankara, Turkey 

Experience as students’/young doctors’ mentor Supervisor of PhD students since 2019, 
residents in CM&ID since 2002 and medicine 
students since 2000. 

Personal Statement about myself I graduated from Hacettepe University, Turkey's 
top medical school, in 1997. Afterward, I 
pursued specialization at the same university, 
becoming a specialist in internal medicine in 



 

2002 and a specialist in infectious diseases in 
2006. During my time as an infectious diseases 
specialist, I developed a strong interest in 
HIV/AIDS, gaining extensive clinical experience 
in the field. However, as time went on, I felt the 
need to expand my expertise. I decided to 
transition into laboratory research, particularly 
in the field of HIV. 

To pursue this, I reached out to a world-
renowned HIV laboratory, and I was accepted as 
a guest researcher at the HIV lab at Lund 
University. This opportunity was supported by 
ESCMID Research Grant. Through my scientific 
work, I also established collaborations with the 
Karolinska Institute in Sweden and the HIV/AIDS 
center in Guinea-Bissau, which eventually led 
me to pursue a PhD in virology at Lund 
University. My passion for laboratory research 
grew so strong that I decided to further 
specialize in clinical microbiology, ultimately 
choosing to take on a third specialization. 

Currently, I work as a senior consultant in 
clinical microbiology, continuing my research on 
HIV/AIDS and also viral hepatitis. I have also 
played a crucial role in establishing my 
laboratory as the national reference laboratory 
for HIV-2. Despite my success in Sweden, I 
realized I needed to expand my horizons 
internationally. This led me to ESCMID, where I 
felt I could repay a portion of my gratitude. 
ESCMID has been an incredible support system, 
especially for those who prove their dedication 
and success in the field. 

My involvement with ESCMID started when I 
joined the education subcommittee, later 
becoming the president of the ESGVH 
(European Study Group on Viral Hepatitis). 
Currently, I am member of ESCMID Executive 
Committee and ESCMID Scientific Affairs 
Officer. Through these experiences, I've learned 
the importance of keeping your dreams broad 
and never losing your curiosity. 

In conclusion, my journey in medicine has been 
shaped by the unwavering desire to grow and 
contribute to both clinical and laboratory 
research. The experiences I’ve had have not only 
expanded my knowledge but have also 
reinforced my belief in the power of curiosity, 



 

collaboration, and perseverance. I am 
committed to continuing my research and 
making meaningful contributions to the field of 
HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis, and I encourage 
others to dream big and follow their passion in 
science. 

In one sentence, the reason why you are working 
as a physician/researcher 

The reason I became a doctor and a researcher 
is my curiosity and my passion for helping 
people around the world with health and illness. 

 


