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Contact/Welcome 

 

 

24th ESCMID Summer School 

Course Venue and Accommodation 
Mercure Ibis Budapest Castle Hill 
Krisztina krt. 41-43, Budapest 
1013 Hungary 
 
 
Summer School Directors 
Botond Lakatos 
Bálint Gergely Szabó 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information contained in this programme may be subject to change. 
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Sunday, 28 June 2026 

Arrivals 
 
Venue and accommodations 
Mercure Ibis Budapest Castle Hill 
Krisztina krt. 41-43, Budapest 
1013 Hungary 
 
  



Final Programme 
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Monday, 29 June 2026 

Summer School opening and ESCMID opportunities 
Chair: Botond Lakatos (HU) 

09:00 – 09:15 ESCMID Summer School Presentation 
Botond Lakatos (HU), Bálint Gergely Szabó (HU) 

09:15 – 09:30 ESCMID Lecture 
Jon S. Friedland (UK) 

09:30 – 09:45 Trainee Association of ESCMID (TAE) 
Galadriel Pellejero (ES); Filip Bielec (PL) 

09:45 – 10:00 Participation in an ESCMID Study Group 
Fidelma Fitzpatrick (IE) 

10:00 – 10:30 Other ESCMID opportunities for young professionals  
Luigia Scudeller (IT) 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

 
The future of clinical microbiology and infectious diseases 
Chair: Jan Kluytmans (NL) 

11:00 – 11:30 Clinical microbiology: Advances and emerging trends 
Silvio Brugger (CH) 

11:30 – 12:00 Tuberculosis: Current challenges and new strategies 
Jon S. Friedland (UK) 

12:00 – 12:30 The future of infectious diseases: Trends and innovations 
José Ramón Paño-Pardo (ES) 

12:30 – 13:45 Lunch 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
Chair: Gülşen Özkaya Şahin (SE)  

13:45 – 14:15 Gram-negative resistance: Mechanisms and management 
Arjana Tambic (HR) 

14:15 – 14:45 Challenges in managing Gram-positive resistance 
Jan Kluytmans (NL) 

14:45 - 15:15 Fungal AMR: Current trends and clinical impact 
János Sinkó (HU) 

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee Break 
 

Group workshops  

15:45 – 16:45 

WS1 – How to 
manage a C. 

difficile outbreak 
Fidelma Fitzpatrick 

(IE) 

WS2 – MDR Gram-
negative bacteria 

from bench to 
bedside 

Ágnes Sonnevend 
(HU) 

WS3 – 
Antimicrobial 
susceptibility 

testing 
Robert L. Skov (DK) 

WS4 -  Which 
guidelines can we 

trust? 
Blin Nagavci (XK) 

18:00 – 20:30 Welcome Reception 
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Tuesday, 30 June 2026 

Emerging infections in diverse populations 
Chair: Bálint Gergely Szabó (HU) 

09:00 – 09:30 Emerging infections in returning travellers and other vulnerable populations 
Botond Lakatos (HU) 

09:30 – 10:00 Severe invasive infections caused by carbapenem-resistant Enterobacterales 
Iva Butic (HR) 

10:00 – 10:30 Clinical scenarios and differential diagnosis in immunocompromised populations 
Gergely Peskó (HU)  

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 

 
Student Presentations 

11:00 – 12:30 
GROUP 1 

Arjana Tambic 
(HR) 

GROUP 2 
Galadriel Pellejero 

(ES) 

GROUP 3 
Iva Butic (HR) 

GROUP 4 
Filip Bielec (PL) 

12:30 – 13:45 Lunch 

13:45 –14:45 
GROUP 1 

Iva Butic (HR) 
GROUP 2 

Filip Bielec (PL) 
GROUP 3 

Arjana Tambic (HR) 
GROUP 4 

Galadriel Pellejero 
(ES) 

14:45 – 15:00 Break 

 
Work-life balance in CM and ID careers 
Chair: Bálint Gergely Szabó (HU) 

15:00 – 15:45 Work–life balance through a scientific lens: Insights from a lifetime of research 
Tibor Pal (HU), Agnes Sonnevend (HU) 

15:45 – 16:30 Strategies for sustainable work–life integration 
Ferenc Balázs Farkas (HU) ; Bálint Timmer (HU) 

 Free time 
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Wednesday, 01 July 2026 

Hot Topics in Clinical Microbiology  
Chair: Jan Kluytmans (NL) 

09:00 – 09:30 One Health: The basics and beyond 
Gábor Kardos (HU) 

09:30 – 10:00 Rapid microbiological testing - is it worth it? 
Katalin Kristóf (HU) 

10:00 – 10:30 The human microbiome - experimental and clinical implications  
Dóra Szabó (HU) 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

 
Hot topics of clinical infectious diseases  
Chair: Jan Kluytmans (NL) 

11:00 – 11:30 New treatment approaches for multidrug-resistant pathogens 
Silvio Brugger (CH) 

11:30 – 12:00 Immunomodulators and infections 
Csaba Kassa (HU) 

12:00 – 12:30 IVDR and the future of diagnostics in Europe: what trainees need to know today 
Gülşen Özkaya Şahin (SE) 

12:30 – 13:45 Lunch 
 

Group workshops 

13:45 – 14:45 

WS1 – How to 
manage a C. 

difficile outbreak 
Fidelma Fitzpatrick 

(IE) 

WS2 – MDR Gram-
negative bacteria 

from bench to 
bedside 

Ágnes Sonnevend 
(HU) 

WS3 – 
Antimicrobial 
susceptibility 

testing 
Robert L. Skov (DK) 

WS4 -  Which 
guidelines can we 

trust? 
Blin Nagavci (XK) 

14:45 – 15:00 Break 

15:00 – 16:00 

WS4 -  Which 
guidelines can we 

trust? 
Blin Nagavci (XK) 

WS3 – 
Antimicrobial 
susceptibility 

testing 
Robert L. Skov (DK) 

WS2 – MDR Gram-
negative bacteria 

from bench to 
bedside 

Ágnes Sonnevend 
(HU) 

WS1 – How to 
manage a C. 

difficile outbreak 
Fidelma Fitzpatrick 

(IE) 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee Break 

16:30 – 17:30 

WS4 -  Which 
guidelines can we 

trust? 
Blin Nagavci (XK) 

WS3 – Antimicrobial 
susceptibility testing 

Robert L. Skov (DK) 

WS2 – MDR Gram-
negative bacteria 

from bench to 
bedside 

Ágnes Sonnevend 
(HU) 

WS1 – How to 
manage a C. difficile 

outbreak 
Fidelma Fitzpatrick 

(IE) 

17:45 Summer School – Official Picture 

18:30 – 21:00 Fireside programme – Scientific quiz  



Budapest, Hungary 

ESCMID Summer School 7 

Thursday, 02 July 2026 

Visit Hungarian hospitals and laboratories 

09:00 – 12:30 

National Centre for Public Health and Pharmacy – Reference and Biosafety Laboratories 
Participants will visit the National Centre for Public Health and Pharmacy, which plays a key 
role in monitoring and controlling infectious diseases in Hungary. The visit will include the 
national reference laboratories, and if possible, the high-security biosafety laboratory were 
experts study pathogens and support public health preparedness. 
 
Learn more about it at https://erinha.antsz.hu/ 
 
Semmelweis University – Institute of Medical Microbiology and Department of Laboratory 
Medicine 
At Semmelweis University, participants will explore two leading centres for medical research 
and education. The Institute of Medical Microbiology focuses on the study of microorganisms 
and infectious diseases, while the Department of Laboratory Medicine provides essential 
diagnostic services and training in clinical laboratory sciences. 
 
Learn more about it at https://semmelweis.hu/mikrobiologia/en/ 

13:00 – 13:45 Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://erinha.antsz.hu/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsemmelweis.hu%2Fmikrobiologia%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cgabriela.albornoz%40escmid.org%7C6e26c616451644a112dc08de1b788aa3%7Ce46f02dfbae84d16a80a9f2a588f9f42%7C0%7C0%7C638978403733923423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qj3mnPy3%2BQewhzawS5mmhSe%2BNdorQYpdlFu9BJg1HJo%3D&reserved=0
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Friday, 03 July 2026 

Aspects of antimicrobial stewardship (AMS) 
Chair: Luigia Scudeller (IT) 

09:00 – 09:30 The National Bacteriological Surveillance System (NBS) of Hungary 
Ákos Tóth (HU) 

09:30 – 10:00 What is the role of a national antibiotics’ susceptibility working group in EUCAST? 
Tibor Pál (HU) 

10:00 – 10:30 Is AMS feasible in the ICU setting? 
Bálint Gergely Szabó (HU) 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 
 
Student Presentations 

11:00 – 12:30 
GROUP 1 

Botond Lakatos 
(HU) 

GROUP 2 
Arjana Tambic 

(HR) 

GROUP 3 
Bálint Gergely 

Szabó (HU) 

GROUP 4 
Iva Butic (HR) 

 

12:30 – 13:45 Lunch 

 
Empower yourself to transform your environment  
Chair: Botond Lakatos (HU) 

13:45 – 14:15 The scientist as a leader: Building your skills to lead and inspire 
Luigia Scudeller (IT) 

14:15 – 14:45 Creating Impact: Leading teams and shaping scientific culture 
Robert L. Skov (DK) 

14:45 – 15:15 Be the change: Implement ideas that make a difference 
János Sinkó (HU) 

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee break 

15:45 – 16:45 
Closing plenary session: programme evaluation, future directions and final 
announcements 
Summer School 2026 directors and faculty 

16:45 – 18:30 Free time 

18:30 – 00:00 Farewell dinner 
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Saturday, 04 July 2026 
Departures 
 
 
  



Final Programme 

  ESCMID Summer School 

Sponsors & supporters 
 
 
 

 
The 24th ESCMID Summer School is supported by a grant from Pfizer Inc., ESCMID 
Fördergesellschaft gGmbH, Croatian Society of Clinical Microbiology of Croatian 
Medical Association, ESCMID Study Group for Implant-Associated Infections 
(ESGIAI) 
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Executive Office  
Aeschenvorstadt 55 
4051 Basel  
Switzerland 
www.escmid.org 
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