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Disclaimer & Dates

Disclaimer

The following ESCMID Global 2027 scientific programme is preliminary only and does not
represent the entirety of the ESCMID Global 2027 invited programme. Speakers and

chairpersons will be added to sessions as they are confirmed.

Integrated symposia from industry partners will also be published once confirmed in the

website section dedicated to sponsors.

The ESCMID Global 2027 scientific programme is expected to be finalised in March 2027.

Present your research and be part of ESCMID Global!

ESCMID Global 2027 has become one of the most comprehensive and influential congresses
in the field of infection and an exciting networking place bringing together > 17,000
colleagues from all over the world.

Share and discuss your research with colleagues from around the world.

Congress registration

Registration for ESCMID Global 2027 will open on 28 October 2026. Early registration rates apply
until 10 February 2027, followed by regular registration until 10 March 2027. For full details on

ticket pricing and registration, please visit our website at https://www.escmid.org/congress-

events/escmid-global/registration-travel/registration/
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Keynote Lectures

Keynote Lecture
Viral foes, immune answers

Shyam Kottilil (Baltimore, United States)
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Viral infections continue to challenge healthcare systems worldwide, from long-standing
global diseases such as HIV and viral hepatitis to newly emerging epidemic and pandemic
threats. This keynote will explore how advances in our understanding of host-virus interactions
and immune responses are shaping the future of prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. The
session will examine key developments in immune modulation, host-directed therapeutic
strategies, and translational approaches that bridge basic science and clinical practice. It will
also discuss lessons learned from recent outbreaks and pandemics, highlighting how
immunological insights can inform preparedness, response strategies, and equitable access
to innovative interventions. Participants will gain a forward-looking perspective on the role of
immune-based approaches in tackling current and future viral challenges, with implications for
clinical care, public health, and global health security.

Keynote Lecture
Microbiome-based medicine: from faecal transplantation to engineered therapeutics

Gianluca laniro (Rome, Italy)
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

This keynote lecture aims to provide a forward-looking overview of microbiome-based medicine
as one of the most promising emerging frontiers in infectious diseases and translational
medicine. The lecture will discuss how advances in microbiome science are transforming our
understanding of host-microbe interactions and reshaping therapeutic strategies beyond
conventional anti-infective approaches. Starting from the clinical success of faecal microbiota
transplantation, the lecture will explore the evolution toward next-generation microbiome
therapeutics, including rationally designed microbial consortia and engineered microbiome-
based interventions. Particular attention will be given to the potential implications of
microbiome-based medicine for antimicrobial resistance, colonisation resistance, infection
prevention, antimicrobial stewardship, and precision medicine. By integrating clinical,
microbiological, and translational perspectives, the lecture aims to highlight how microbiome
therapeutics may contribute to redefining the future management of infectious diseases in the
post-antibiotic era.
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Keynote Lecture
Failing better: diagnostic error in infectious diseases

Daniel Morgan (Baltimore, United States)
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Diagnostic error remains an underrecognised source of patient harm in infectious diseases,
where atypical presentations, imperfect tests and pervasive uncertainty frequently converge.
This keynote examines how and why clinicians reach incorrect or delayed diagnoses, from
cognitive biases and anchoring to the misinterpretation of microbiological results and
overreliance on non-specific markers. It considers the downstream consequences of such
errors, including inappropriate antimicrobial use, missed alternative diagnoses and avoidable
morbidity, thereby linking diagnostic accuracy to antimicrobial stewardship. Drawing on
principles from cognitive psychology, diagnostic reasoning and quality improvement, the lecture
explores practical strategies to recognise, measure and reduce diagnostic error across diverse
clinical settings, including resource-limited environments. Attendees will gain a structured
understanding of the epidemiology, mechanisms and mitigation of diagnostic error, and of how
a culture of reflective practice can strengthen both patient safety and rational antimicrobial
prescribing.

Keynote Lecture
AMR in LMICs: actions under real-world constraints

Direk Limmathurotsakul (Bangkok, Thailand)
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Antimicrobial resistance imposes its heaviest burden in low- and middle-income countries, yet
responses must be designed under real-world constraints of limited data, diagnostics and
resources. This keynote examines how locally generated data can be used to estimate the
burden of resistance and to guide action at both facility and national levels. It considers the
methodological debates surrounding national and global burden estimates, and the barriers and
facilitators shaping diagnostic and antimicrobial stewardship in resource-limited settings.
Emphasis is placed on practical tools that enable hospitals to analyse their own data and
generate meaningful resistance reports, and on strategies to strengthen stewardship where
idealised guidance often fails. Attendees will gain insight into how context-appropriate, data-
driven approaches can support clinicians, laboratories and policymakers in acting effectively
against resistance despite structural limitations.
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Keynote Lecture
Intracellular pathogens as drivers of severe and emerging infections

Carmen Buchrieser (Paris, France)
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Intracellular bacteria occupy a privileged and challenging niche within host cells, driving severe,
persistent and emerging infections. This keynote explores the biology of intracellular pathogens,
using organisms such as Legionella to illustrate how bacteria adapt to the intracellular
environment, subvert host defences and exploit cellular machinery to replicate. It examines the
evolutionary mechanisms underlying virulence and the molecular dialogue between pathogen
and host that shapes disease outcome. Bridging fundamental discovery with clinical relevance,
the lecture considers implications for emerging pathogens, outbreak preparedness and the
molecular basis of disease. Attendees will gain an integrated understanding of host-pathogen
interactions at the intracellular interface, and of how insights into bacterial adaptation and
evolution can inform the recognition, diagnosis and future management of infections caused by
these often underappreciated organisms.

Keynote Lecture
The future of vaccines: more of the same or an Al revolution?

Andrew J Pollard (Oxford, United Kingdom)
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Artificial intelligence is rapidly reshaping how vaccines are designed, developed and deployed.
This keynote provides an overview of recent developments in vaccine science and strategy
across Europe and globally, examining how computational and machine-learning approaches
are accelerating antigen discovery, immunogen design, clinical development and delivery. It
considers the shifting use of vaccines from whole populations towards targeted subgroups, and
the growing role of vaccination in combating antimicrobial resistance. Spanning basic to applied
science, the lecture reflects on both the opportunities and limitations of integrating artificial
intelligence into vaccine research and public health practice. Relevant to adult and paediatric
infection specialists alike, it addresses priority areas for the field and offers a forward-looking
perspective on how emerging technologies may influence the next generation of vaccines and
immunisation programmes.
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Keynote Lecture
Frontiers in cellular mechanisms and therapeutic interventions

Lisa Ng (Singapore, Singapore)
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Advances in viral immunology are increasingly connecting mechanistic insight at the cellular
level to new therapeutic possibilities. This keynote explores frontiers in the cellular
mechanisms underlying infection and immunopathology, drawing on experience with emerging
and re-emerging viral threats including arboviruses and coronaviruses. It examines how host
immune cells respond at sites of infection, how immunopathogenesis drives disease severity,
and how understanding these processes canreveal targets forintervention. Particular attention
is given to the translation of fundamental discovery into therapeutic strategies, including
neutralising antibodies and approaches that modulate the host response. By linking cellular
immunopathogenesis to clinical application, the lecture charts a path from mechanistic
understanding to intervention. Attendees will gain perspective on how basic immunological
research informs the development of therapies against infectious diseases of global
importance.
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2-hour Symposia

2-hour Symposium
From local insights to global intelligence: transforming public health through coordinated data sharing and
implementation research

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Beyond borders: how data fragmentation cost lives and what we're doing about it
Josefina Campos (Caba, Germany)

One Health, one dataset: breaking down disciplinary barriers in pathogen surveillance
Eva Moller Nielsen (Copenhagen, Denmark)

Ethical and legal issues in data sharing
TBA

Building the evidence base to embed genomics into policy and practice
Patiyan Andersson (Melbourne, Australia)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Epidemiological Markers (ESGEM), ESCMID Study Group for
Public Health Microbiology (ESGPHM), Dutch Society for Medical Microbiology (NVMM)

2-hour Symposium
When culture fails: advanced diagnostics for infection diagnosis and surveillance

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Culture-negative implant infections: from sonication to metagenomics
Lorenzo Drago (Milan, Italy)

How Al may enhance diagnostic accuracy and efficiency in culture-negative prosthetic joint infections
Andrej Trampuz (Brisbane, Australia)

Two genomes, one diagnosis: when metagenomic pathogen detection meets host response profiling
Charles Chiu (San Francisco, United States)

Probe-capture approaches for epidemiological investigations: answering questions in the absence of
culture
Helena Seth-Smith (Zurich, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Genomic and Molecular Diagnostics (ESGMD), ESCMID Study
Group for Implant-associated Infections (ESGIAI), ESCMID Study Group for Legionella Infections (ESGLI)
7
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2-hour Symposium
The new immunocompromised host: CAR-T, bispecific antibodies and beyond

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Fever and infections after CAR-T therapy
Adaia Albasanz-Puig (Barcelona, Spain)

Infectious complications of bispecific antibodies
Gemma Reynolds (Austin, Australia)

Infectious complications associated with immunomodulators (including JAK2 inhibitors)
Genovefa Papanicolaou (New York, United States)

Prophylactic strategies after cellular therapies
Fabianne Carlesse (Sao Paulo, Brazil)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Infections in Compromised Hosts (ESGICH), Society of
Infectious Diseases Pharmacists (SIDP)

2-hour Symposium
Transforming infectious disease care with large language models

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Agentics in infectious diseases: understanding how LLMs work and navigating key challenges
Benjamin McFadden (Perth, Australia)

LLMs in infectious diseases: what's the evidence
Daniele Roberto Giacobbe (Genoa, Italy)

Driving infectious disease innovation in LMICs with LLMs: opportunities and challenges
TBA

Humans at the centre: shaping LLMs around the needs of patients and the ID team
Noémie Boillat-Blanco (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group on Artificial Intelligence and Digitalisation (ESGAID)
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2-hour Symposium
Resurgence of invasive Group A streptococcal infections: from genomics to pathogenesis to management

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

European epidemiology and genomic surveillance of invasive GAS
Nina van Sorge (Amsterdam, Netherlands)

Hyperinvasive pandemic clones of Streptococcus pyogenes
Mark Walker (Brisbane, Australia)

Diagnostic and genomic challenges in invasive GAS infections
Pierre Smeesters (Brussels, Belgium)

Management of severe GAS infections
Annelies Zinkernagel (Zurich, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: Italian Society for Microbiology

2-hour Symposium
When does AMR data change practice? From surveillance to the bedside

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

From signal to action: when has (or has not) AMR surveillance changed practice?
Colin Stewart Brown (London, United Kingdom)

What would make me change my practice? A community perspective
TBA

Which use cases drive action? Pro phenotypic surveillance data
Christian Giske (Stockholm, Sweden)

Which use cases drive action? Pro genotypic surveillance data
Suzan D. Pas (Nijmegen, Netherlands)

Co-organised with: ESCMID AMR Action Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance

Surveillance (ESGARS), EUCAST Steering Committee, International Society of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy
(ISAC)
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2-hour Symposium
Neuro-infections in the era of immunotherapeutics

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Varicella zoster virus vasculopathy and CNS reactivation
Raphaél Bernard-Valnet (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy and IRIS
Tamar Akhvlediani (Tbilisi, Georgia)

CNS tuberculosis in patients treated with biological agents
Bettina Pfausler (Innsbruck, Austria)

Fungal CNS infections: Cryptococcus, Aspergillus, and beyond
Olivier Lortholary (Paris, France)

Co-organised with: European Academy of Neurology (EAN)

2-hour Symposium
The role of phages and plasmids in AMR dynamics

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The role of phage-plasmids in antibiotic resistance: where they are and what they are doing
Eduardo Rocha (Patris, France)

Impact of phage satellites and parasites: implications on bacterial evolution and resistance
TBA

Genome plasticity driven by mobile genetic elements: implications for pathogen evolution
Anna Sheppard (Adelaide, Australia)

Precision killing of plasmid-bearing pathogens: a new strategy against resistant infections
Didier Mazel (Paris, France)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Scientific Affairs Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Mobile Elements
and Plasmids (ESGMAP), ESCMID Study Group for Non-traditional Antibacterial Therapy (ESGNTA)
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2-hour Symposium
Locked between stigma, migration and late diagnosis: how to overcome barriers in HIV and viral hepatitis

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Why advances in the HIV epidemic in Europe are stalling
Ayse Deniz Gokengin (Izmir, Tiirkiye)

Shared decision-making in HIV and viral hepatitis care: partnership, preferences, and better outcomes
Erika Duffell (Stockholm, Sweden)

Stigma in healthcare settings for HIV and viral hepatitis: from recognition to system-level change
Laura Nyblade (Washington, United States)

People-first language in care and publication: reducing stigma through words, policies, and editorial
practice
Julia Del Amo (Madrid, Spain)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Viral Hepatitis (ESGVH), European AIDS Clinical Society
(EACS), Slovenian Society for Infectious Diseases, Young Investigators Network from European AIDS
Clinical Society (YING); Society for Research and Innovation in Infectious Diseases Romania (SRIID);
Infection Science Forum Romania

2-hour Symposium
Same travellers, different realities: a cross-continent view on traveller and visiting friends and relatives
(VFR) health risks

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

What we see in South-East Asia
Wasin Matsee (Bangkok, Thailand)

What we see in South America
Alfonso J. Rodriguez-Morales (Pereira, Colombia)

What we see in sub-Saharan Africa
Paul Yonga (Nairobi, Kenya)

What we see in northern Africa
Walaa Shabana (Mansoura, Egypt)

Co-organised with: Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Tropenmedizin Reisemedizin und Globale Gesundheite.V.,
American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH); Pan African Travel Medicine Federation
(PATMF)
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2-hour Symposium
AMR in paediatrics: burden, diagnosis, and optimised treatment

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Global burden of AMR in neonatal and paediatric sepsis
Phoebe Williams (Sydney, Australia)

Diagnostic challenges in neonatal and paediatric sepsis
Mildred Iro (Southampton, United Kingdom)

Optimising antimicrobial treatment regimens in neonates and children
Karel Allegaert (Leuven, Belgium)

Overcoming the evidence gap: challenges in paediatric antimicrobial trials
Julia Anna Bielicki (London, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: ESCMID AMR Action Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Maternal and Child
Health (ESGMATCH)

2-hour Symposium
Carbapenemases across compartments: implications for hospital IPC

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Reading the genomic signal: cross-compartment carbapenemase sharing in hospitals
Jane Hawkey (Melbourne, Australia)

Metagenomic surveillance of the hospital aquatic environment: sampling strategies and signals
Heike Schmitt (Delft, Netherlands)

Translating cross-compartment surveillance into IPC: high-prevalence, low-prevalence, and LMIC settings
Sanjeev Singh (Kochi, India)

From signal to action: implementing cross-compartment surveillance for clinical IPC
Gabriel Birgand (Nantes, France)

Co-organised with: Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control (ACIPC)
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2-hour Symposium
Adolescents and young adults: the missing link in vaccine preventable infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Meningococcus, pertussis and beyond: bacterial threats shaped by adolescent behaviour and carriage
Manish Sadarangani (Vancouver, Canada)

From HPV to measles: viral prevention across adolescence and young adulthood
TBA

European adolescent vaccination programmes: what differs, what works, what can be harmonised?
Domenico Martinelli (Foggia, Italy)

Speaking vaccines to Gen Z: no moralising, no fear
TBA

Co-organised with: French Pediatric Infectious Disease Group (GPIP)

2-hour Symposium
Foreign body-related fungal infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Fungal endocarditis: when the heart meets the uninvited
Maricela Valerio Minero (Madrid, Spain)

When fungi cross the blood-brain barrier
Alexandra Serris (Paris, France)

Bone and joint mycoses: the silent destroyers
Truong-Thanh Pham (Geneva, Switzerland)

Vascular device-related fungal infections: biofilms under pressure
Daniel Aguilar-Zapata (Mexico City, Mexico)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Fungal Infection Study Group (EFISG), Lithuanian Society for Infectious
Diseases (LID), Asociacion Mexicana de Micologia Médica A.C.; Congresso Nacional de Doencgas Infeciosas
e Microbiologia Clinica
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2-hour Symposium
From PK/PD data to practice: new (ESCMID) dosing guidelines

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Rethinking antibiotic dosing in renal impairment: lessons from PK/PD and guidelines
Isabel Spriet (Leuven, Belgium)

Is beta-lactam TDM ready for routine care? Evidence, gaps, and guidance
Erin Barreto (Rochester, United States)

Mind the evidence gap: biases and blind spots in PK/PD-informed guidelines
Jason Pogue (Ann Arbor, United States)

What’s next: the understudied populations and the next generation of dosing guidelines
Maya Hites (Brussels, Belgium)

Co-organised with: ESCMID PK/PD of Anti-Infectives Study Group (EPASG)

2-hour Symposium
Drivers of acute liver injury: viral hepatitis by non-hepatitis viruses

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The hidden threat of non-CMV herpesviruses in transplantation
Oana Sandulescu (Bucharest, Romania)

The role of Enterovirus in severe hepatitis
Heli Harvala (Turku, Finland)

Beyond the usual suspects: HSV
Mario Umberto Mondelli (Milan, Italy)

Human pathogenic flaviviruses and emerging viral hepatitis
Antonios Katsounas (Bochum, Germany)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Viral Hepatitis (ESGVH), European Society for Clinical Virology
(ESCV), Study Group of Viral Hepatitis of the Spanish Society of Infectious Diseases and Clinical
Microbiology, Viral Hepatitis Society of Tiirkiye, Society for Research and Innovation in Infectious Diseases
Romania (SRIID), Romanian Society for Infectious Diseases and HIV/AIDS
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2-hour Symposium
Microbiota as determinants of Staphylococcus aureus colonisation and infection risk

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Rethinking Staphylococcus aureus presence in the nasal microbiota
Ewan Harrison (Cambridge, United Kingdom)

Gut-specific metabolic adaptation of Staphylococcus aureus: implications for transmission and infection
Bo Shopsin (New York, United States)

Decolonisation and microbiota-preserving strategies: future directions in infection prevention
Bernhard Krismer (Ttibingen, Germany)

Phages as architects of Staphylococcus aureus virulence: mechanisms and evolutionary impact
Hanne Ingmer (Frederiksberg, Denmark)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Host and Microbiota Interaction (ESGHAMI), ESCMID Study
Group for Staphylococci and Staphylococcal Diseases (ESGS)

2-hour Symposium
Optimisation of HAP/VAP therapy

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Added values and potential pitfalls of rapid diagnostic tests
Hendrik Bracht (Bielefeld, Germany)

Available drugs for DTR GNB: advantages and limits in lung infections
Sumanth Gandra (Saint Louis, United States)

Role of nebulised antibiotics
Christian Lanckohr (Miinster, Germany)

Duration of antibiotic therapy in HAP/VAP
Hannah Wozniak (Geneva, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Critically IlL Patients (ESGCIP), Infection Section of the
European Society of Intensive Care Medicine (ESICM)
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2-hour Symposium
Therapeutic approaches for emerging and orphan viral diseases

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Broad-spectrum antivirals in the era of emerging viruses
TBA

Repurposing existing drugs for emerging viral infections: lessons learned and future directions
Adrian Streinu-Cercel (Bucharest, Romania)

Immunopathology of emerging viral diseases: when the cure may be the host response
Mehul Suthar (Atlanta, United States)

Innovative therapeutic approaches for the control of viral infections
TBA

2-hour Symposium
Sepsis 2027: from population insights to rapid diagnostics and Al-enabled care

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Beyond the ICU: the true burden of sepsis from a population-based perspective
Djillali Annane (Garches, France)

Rapid microbiological diagnostics in sepsis
Brigitte Lamy (Bobigny, France)

Al-powered sepsis detection and care
Sylvain Meylan (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Year in review in sepsis
Maya Hites (Brussels, Belgium)

Co-organised with: International Sepsis Forum (ISF), ESCMID Study Group for Bloodstream Infections
Endocarditis and Sepsis (ESGBIES)
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2-hour Symposium
Time to think in terms of “clean” and “dirty” in the hospital

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Cleaning the uncleanable? Innovative strategies to control wet biofilms in healthcare water systems
Manuel Simoes (Porto, Portugal)

Mechanical friction loosening dry biofilm: does it increase the risk of transmission?
TBA

No money, no cleaners, no water: implementing a cleaning programme in low-resource hospitals
Giorgia Gon (London, United Kingdom)

Just a lot of hot air? Steam cleaning in hospitals
Duygu Percin (Kayseri, Tirkiye)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Biofilms (ESGB), ESCMID Study Group for Nosocomial
Infections (ESGNI)

2-hour Symposium
Clinical metagenomics end-to-end: from laboratory implementation to clinical and public health insights

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Bringing metagenomics into the routine laboratory: workflows, contamination control and validation that
hold up
Adela Alcolea Medina (London, United Kingdom)

How to read a metagenomic report: quality metrics, thresholds, and interpretative pitfalls
Jennifer Dien Bard (Los Angeles, United States)

From detection to significance: infection, colonisation, background signal - decision-making under
uncertainty
TBA

Does it change care and what comes next? Clinical evidence, public-health surveillance and a forward look
Etienne Ruppe (Paris, France)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Genomic and Molecular Diagnostics (ESGMD), National
Health Service (NHS) Metagenomics Network, UEMS Section of Infectious Diseases, UEMS Section of
Medical Microbiology
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2-hour Symposium
Diagnostic stewardship in bloodstream infections: balancing rapid diagnostics, clinical impact, and
unnecessary testing

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Blood culture contamination and false positives: can we finally do better?
TBA

Rapid bloodstream diagnostics: do faster results always mean better care?
Siran Keske (Istanbul, Ttirkiye)

Direct-from-blood molecular testing and metagenomics: how do we interpret positive results?
Gilbert Greub (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Diagnostic stewardship in bloodstream infection: can we reduce unnecessary testing without missing
sepsis?
Sara Tedeschi (Bologna, Italy)

Co-organised with: Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Antimikrobielle Chemotherapie (0GACH),
Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Hygiene Mikrobiologie und Praventivmedizin (OGHMP)

2-hour Symposium
Beyond infection: what could be the next vaccine-preventable diseases?

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Preventing dementia with herpes zoster vaccination? Emerging evidence from natural experiments
Pascal Geldsetzert (Stanford, United States)

Does vaccination against influenza and other respiratory viruses protect from cardiovascular event?
Ole Frobert (Orebro, Sweden)

Cancer vaccines: turning the immune system into precision therapy
Annkristin Heine (Graz, Austria)

Towards a European action plan on vaccines for NCDs
Maria Pilar Aguar Fernandez (Brussels, Belgium)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Vaccines Subcommittee, European Commission DG Research, ESCMID Study
Group for Infections in the Elderly (ESGIE), ESCMID Study Group for Respiratory Viruses (ESGREV),
ESCMID Vaccine Study Group (EVASG)
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2-hour Symposium
Clinical, ecological and economic outcomes of antimicrobial stewardship programmes: do they really
work?

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Clinical outcomes of AMS: what we measure, what we miss
TBA

The science of stopping: de-implementation as a discipline
Bojana Beovic (Ljubljana, Slovenia)

Health technology assessment of antimicrobial stewardship: are current methods fit for purpose?
Laurence Stanley James Roope (Oxford, United Kingdom)

From programme to policy: system-level and economic outcomes of national AMS strategies
Mike Sharland (London, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial stewardship (ESGAP)

2-hour Symposium
Heavy rains, frequent flooding, and epidemiology of water-borne infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Non-cholera vibrios: the microbial barometer of climate change in Northern Europe
Ettore Amato (Oslo, Norway)

Urban flooding and leptospirosis in Southeast Asia: a silent surge
Sudarat Chadsuthi (Phitsanulok, Thailand)

Mapping enteric disease risk in the era of climate volatility
TBA

Building climate-resilient health systems: a perspective from the Caribbean
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID Food- and Water-borne Infections Study Group (EFWISG), ESCMID Study
Group for Public Health Microbiology (ESGPHM), ESCMID Sustainability Commission
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2-hour Symposium
From forest to city: One Health drivers of emerging and re-emerging infections in Latin America

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

From yellow fever to Oropouche: spillover dynamics, climate change, and emerging arboviral threats
Alfonso J. Rodriguez-Morales (Pereira, Colombia)

Leptospirosis at the human-animal-environment interface: drivers of re-emergence and epidemic potential
Claudia Munoz-Zanzi (Minneapolis, United States)

The silent burden: fascioliasis in the Andes
Miguel Cabada (Galveston, United States)

The burden of Histoplasma capsulatum: a regional South American analysis
Pedro Legua (Lima, Peru)

Co-organised with: Pan-American Association Infectious Diseases (API), Sociedad Espaiola de
Enfermedades Infecciosas y Microbiologia Clinica

2-hour Symposium
Combating bacterial pathogens with pandemic potential

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Klebsiella pneumoniae: importance of genomics informed surveillance to guide countermeasure
development
Nicholas Feasey (Blantyre, Malawi)

Shigellosis: drug resistance epidemiology and novel countermeasures
Danielle Ingle (Melbourne, Australia)

Vibrio cholerae: outbreak response, vaccines, diagnostics, and preparedness
Nicholas Thomson (Cambridge, United Kingdom)

Invasive non-typhoidal Salmonella: CHIMs, immunobridging, and alternative pathways for vaccine
evaluation
TBA

20
ESCMID Global



2-hour Symposium
Clostridioides difficile infection in older adults: ageing, dysbiosis and the quest for better outcomes

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

CDIl in European elderly populations and LTCFs: epidemiological trends, burden of disease and surveillance
gaps
Kerrie Davies (Leeds, United Kingdom)

Clostridioides difficile infection in frail older adults: evidence, uncertainties, and clinical practice
Marcela Krutova (Prague, Czech Republic)

Immunosenescence, inflammaging and gut dysbiosis: why the ageing host is uniquely susceptible to CDI
Guido Granata (Rome, Italy)

The patient perspective on CDI in older adults: lived experience and quality of life
Mairead Skally (Dublin, Ireland)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Clostridioides difficile (ESGCD), ESCMID Study Group for
Infections in the Elderly (ESGIE)

2-hour Symposium
Enterococcus faecalis persistence and TAVI endocarditis updates

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Enterococcal endocarditis: clinical challenges and therapeutic limitations
Nuria Fernandez Hidalgo (Barcelona, Spain)

Enterococcus persistence: tolerance, biofilm and host adaptation
Madison Stellfox (Pittsburgh, United States)

Diagnosis and imaging of TAVI IE
Maria Nazarena Pizzi (Barcelona, Spain)

Antimicrobial and surgical management considerations in TAVI endocarditis
Anna Conen (Aarau, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Biofilms (ESGB), ESCMID Study Group for Bloodstream
Infections Endocarditis and Sepsis (ESGBIES), ESCMID Study Group for Implant-associated Infections
(ESGIAI), International Society for Cardiovascular Infectious Diseases (ISCVID)
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2-hour Symposium
Beyond antibiotics in pulmonary infections: phages, biologics, and microbiome-based therapies

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

From dysbiosis to disease: the airway microbiome as a therapeutic target
James Chalmers (Perth, United Kingdom)

Beyond antibiotics: monoclonal antibodies for pulmonary infections
Helen Boucher (Boston, United States)

Phage therapy for lung infections: leveraging evolution-thinking in compassionate use and clinical trials
Paul Turner (New Haven, United States)

Host-directed and biologic therapies for pulmonary fungal infections
Frank van de Veerdonk (Heesch, Netherlands)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Non-traditional Antibacterial Therapy (ESGNTA)

2-hour Symposium
Scientific innovation and global impact in tuberculosis

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

From vaccine trials to policy recommendation: outcomes of the WHO TB accelerator
Saskia De Boon (Geneva, Switzerland)

Tuberculosis co-infection with parasites
Maria Cristina Loader (London, United Kingdom)

Sex differences as risk factors for unsuccessful tuberculosis treatment outcomes in Eastern Europe
Ole Skouvig Pedersen (Aarhus, Denmark)

TB surveillance and evolution of MTB drug resistance
Stefan Niemann (Borstel, Germany)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Mycobacterial Infections (ESGMYC), ESCMID Vaccines
Subcommittee, European Medicines Agency (EMA), Norwegian Society for Medical Microbiology (NFMM)
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2-hour Symposium
Bacterial secretion systems: molecular machines driving pathogenesis and resistance

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

From needles to networks: T3SS assembly and anti-virulence strategies
Neta Sal-Man (Be'er Sheva, Israel)

Molecular matchmaking: T4SS substrate recruitment and delivery
Ronnie Per-Arne Berntsson (Umea&, Sweden)

The type VI secretion system and associated effector proteins
Marek Basler (Basel, Switzerland)

Mycobacterial type VIl secretion systems
TBA

2-hour Symposium
When two tribes go to war: merging of resistance and virulence

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

New insights into resistance and virulence in uropathogenic Escherichia coli
Mark Schembri (Brisbane, Australia)

Emergence and dissemination of the cryptic hypervirulent and multiresistant clade of Acinetobacter
baumannii

Zhemin Zhou (Suzhou, China)

The resistance, virulence and fitness balance in Pseudomonas aeruginosa
Silvia Gémez-Zorrilla (Barcelona, Spain)

What is the role of different mobile genetic elements in Klebsiella pneumoniae virulence trafficking?
Refath Farzana (Oxford, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (ESGARS)
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1-hour Symposia

1-hour Symposium
Fungal disease surveillance and capacity building

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Translational medical mycology: connecting discovery with clinical practice in China
Yijian Chen (Shanghai, China)

Fungal national action plan and capacity development in India
Lata Kapoor (Delhi, India)

Co-organised with: Chinese Medical Association (CMA)

1-hour Symposium
Haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis...or "just" sepsis?

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Recognising infection-associated HLH across different patient populations
Despina Moshous (Paris, France)

Treating infection-triggered HLH: from conventional therapy to targeted immunomodulation
Olaf Neth (Seville, Spain)

Co-organised with: European Society of Paediatric Infectious Diseases (ESPID)
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1-hour Symposium
Insights into the pathogenesis of viral infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Host-dependent and -independent interactions between viruses and bacteria
Charalampos Antachopoulos (Thessaloniki, Greece)

Evolution, reassortment and host adaptation in zoonotic viruses
Jan Felix Drexler (Berlin, Germany)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Emerging Infections Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Respiratory
Viruses (ESGREV)

1-hour Symposium
Make them last! Delaying resistance to new antimicrobials

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Designing antimicrobials against a moving target: persistence, tolerance and emerging resistance
TBA

New antibiotics meet the developing world: strategies to mitigate emergence of resistance
Maria Virginia Villegas (Cali, Colombia)

Co-organised with: American Society of Microbiology (ASM)

1-hour Symposium

Molecular diagnostics in paediatric infectious diseases: promise, pitfalls, and practical realities
Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Pre-analytical challenges in paediatric infectious disease diagnostics: is sampling the weakest link?
Patrick M. Meyer Sauteur (Zurich, Switzerland)

Interpretation of molecular diagnostics test results: do we need paediatric-specific diagnostic algorithms?
Fernanda Rodrigues (Coimbra, Portugal)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Genomic and Molecular Diagnostics (ESGMD)
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1-hour Symposium
From pathogenic mechanisms to novel therapeutic strategies in staphylococcal osteomyelitis

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Staphylococci and periprosthetic joint infections: underlying pathomechanisms
Bettina Léffler (Jena, Germany)

Mechanisms of immune evasion in S. aureus chronic osteomyelitis and potential for novel bone-targeted
therapies
TBA

Co-organised with: Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Hygiene und Mikrobiologie

1-hour Symposium
Untreatable malaria: coming soon to a clinic near you?

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Tales from the clinic: how antimalarial drug resistance is changing practice
Peter Chiodini (London, United Kingdom)

Treatment alternatives for drug resistant malaria infections
Joaniter Imnmaculate Nankabirwa (Kampala, Uganda)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Infections in Travellers and Migrants (ESGITM), Federation of
European Societies of Tropical Medicine and International Health (FESTMIH), Swedish Society for Tropical
and Travel Medicine

1-hour Symposium
WHO's strategies on AMR surveillance and microbiology laboratory strengthening

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

WHO GLASS recommendations to design national AMR surveillance systems that are fit for purpose
Olga Tosas Auguet (Founex, Switzerland)

WHO’s approach for advancing clinical microbiology globally
Chad Centner (Geneva, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: World Health Organization (WHO)
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1-hour Symposium
Pro/con: challenging the concept of antibiotic de-escalation and oral switch

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Yes: go narrow and dry if you can
Esther Calbo (Terrassa, Spain)

No: stick with the winning horse
Thomas Tangdén (Uppsala, Sweden)

Co-organised with: CMI Communications Board of Editors
1-hour Symposium

Beta-lactamase variants at the bedside

Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Beta-lactamases in Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Acinetobacter baumannii: why they matter clinically
Juan Pablo Horcajada Gallego (Barcelona, Spain)

ESBL, AmpC, and carbapenemase variants in Enterobacterales
Marco Falcone (Pisa, Italy)

Co-organised with: Hellenic Society of Clinical Microbiology

1-hour Symposium

Is prevention better than cure? A debate on the healthcare response to the climate crisis
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Climate mitigation and healthcare sustainability is the priority
Sonia Roshcnik (Geneva, Switzerland)

Climate adaptation and healthcare resilience is the priority
Gabriella Abruzzo (Brussels, Belgium)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Sustainability Commission
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1-hour Symposium
Sequence first, think later? Strategic approaches to sequencing for surveillance

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Viral evolution & real-time genomics
Emma Hodcroft (Basel, Switzerland)

Outbreak analysis and multi-drug resistance
Lulla Opatowski (Paris, France)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Scientific Affairs Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Genomic and
Molecular Diagnostics (ESGMD)

1-hour Symposium
Novel combinations with beta-lactamase inhibitors: common resistance mechanisms and clinical
indications

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Mechanisms of resistance to newly developed B-lactam/B-lactamase inhibitor (BL/BLI) combinations: the
actual landscape
Jorge Arca-Suarez (A Corufia, Spain)

Which BL/BLI combinations for which infections and against which pathogens?
Pranita Tamma (Philadelphia, United States)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (ESGARS)
1-hour Symposium

Is Al ready for prime time? A pro-con debate for the discerning infectious disease physician
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Al is the present, not the future
Matthijs Berends (Groningen, Netherlands)

Not so fast: a clinician's case for evidence before enthusiasm in Al for CMID
Nicolas Cortes-Penfield (Omaha, United States)
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1-hour Symposium
The dark side of wound care: fungal infections in surgery and burns

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Fungal infections in burns: a growing but often underrecognised threat?
Sarah Delliere (Paris, France)

Fungal infections in surgical settings: integrating perspectives from surgery
Sebastian Schaaf (Koblenz, Germany)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Fungal Infection Study Group (EFISG), Congresso Nacional de Doencas
Infeciosas e Microbiologia Clinica

1-hour Symposium

Beyond eGFR and PK/PD in antimicrobial therapy: the host has entered the chat
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Beyond PK/PD: towards precision antimicrobial therapy through a systems pharmacology lens
Jian Li (Melbourne, Australia)

Phenotype-guided sepsis management: translating biology into personalised dosing
Matthijs Kox (Nijmegen, Netherlands)

Co-organised with: ESCMID PK/PD of Anti-Infectives Study Group (EPASG)

1-hour Symposium

Science under attack: the global impact of changes in US scientific and public health support
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Changes in federal policy: the US perspective
Emily Erbelding (Baltimore, MD, United States)

A focus on international research collaborations: forging collaborative structures and alliances
Glenda Gray (Witwatersrand, South Africa)

Co-organised with: Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA)

29
ESCMID Global



1-hour Symposium
It takes a team: the essential role of nurses and pharmacists in precision dosing

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Frontline perspectives from a nurse
Jenny Kostov Kanebjork (Uppsala, Sweden)

Frontline perspectives from a pharmacist
Pieter de Cock (Ghent, Belgium)

Co-organised with: ESCMID PK/PD of Anti-Infectives Study Group (EPASG), ESCMID Study Group for
Antimicrobial stewardship (ESGAP)

1-hour Symposium
Update on prosthetic joint infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

New diagnostic approaches to periprosthetic joint infections
Robin Patel (Rochester, United States)

Prevention and treatment of prosthetic joint infection
Richard Kihl (Basel, Switzerland)

1-hour Symposium
Bridging global inequities in viral hepatitis: from LMIC challenges to success stories

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The hidden epidemic: HDV prevalence and the diagnostic challenge in Africa and the Middle East
Mark Sonderup (Cape Town, South Africa)

Reversing the lens: what high-income countries must learn from Egypt's HCV elimination
Ahmed Cordie (Cairo, Egypt)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Viral Hepatitis (ESGVH), Study Group of Viral Hepatitis of the
Spanish Society of Infectious Diseases and Clinical Microbiology, United Foundation of
Hepatogastroeneterology and Infectious Diseases Egypt (UCHID); Society for Research and Innovation in
Infectious Diseases Romania (SRIID)
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1-hour Symposium
Plastisphere is everywhere

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Ecology of the plastisphere
Linda Amaral-Zettler (Texel, Netherlands)

Microplastics as vectors of antimicrobial resistance in the aquatic environment
Joacim Rocklév (Umea, Sweden)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Veterinary Microbiology (ESGVM), ESCMID Sustainability
Commission, ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (ESGARS), ESCMID Study
Group for Anaerobic Infections (ESGAI), Dutch Committee on Antimicrobial Policy

1-hour Symposium
Bacterial memory

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

On the concept of microbial memory
Colin Hill (Cork, Ireland)

Dissecting mechanisms of phenotypic bacterial memory using Microcolony-Seq
TBA

1-hour Symposium

Pandemiology: learning from the past to protect the future
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Pandemic fingerprints for future pandemic planning
Lone Simonsen (Roskilde, Denmark)

What historical epidemics reveal about pandemic risk
Kyle Harper (Oklahoma, United States)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Public Health Microbiology (ESGPHM), EPIET Alumni Network
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1-hour Symposium
When infections collide: global syndemics and neglected challenges in HIV care

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Syndemics in HIV: a global perspective
Elena Vovc (Copenhagen, Denmark)

Neglected infections in advanced HIV: fungal, parasitic and mycobacterial infections
Rita Oladele (Lagos, Nigeria)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Sexually Transmitted Infections Study Group (ESTISG)

1-hour Symposium
The evolving challenge of tick-borne diseases: emerging pathogens and new vaccines

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Beyond Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever and tick-borne encephalitis: the expanding spectrum of tick-
borne infections
Gerhard Dobler (Munich, Germany)

Moving targets: ticks, emerging risks, and new prevention strategies
Paul G. Auwaerter (Baltimore, United States)

Co-organised with: Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA), ESCMID Study Group for Lyme
Borreliosis (ESGBOR), Danish Infectious Disease Society, Swedish Society of Clinical Microbiology (FKM)

1-hour Symposium
Nutrition and travel counselling for haemato-oncological and transplant patients

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Travel counselling for transplant recipients
Francesca Norman (Madrid, Spain)

What should be removed from the menu for haemato-oncological patients?
John R. Wingard (Gainesville, United States)
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1-hour Symposium
Perinatal CNS infections: will my baby's brain be OK?

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Neurodevelopmental outcomes in congenital CMV infection: lessons learned from European studies and
networks
Vassiliki Papaevangelou (Athens, Greece)

Neonatal meningitis: are we missing cases and how should we follow them?
Sithembiso Velaphi (Johannesburg, South Africa)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Infectious Diseases of the Brain (ESGIB), European Society of
Paediatric Infectious Diseases (ESPID), ESCMID Study Group for Forensic and Postmortem Microbiology
(ESGFOR), ESCMID Study Group for Maternal and Child Health (ESGMATCH)

1-hour Symposium
Advances in urinary diagnostics: going beyond standard urine culture

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Enhanced urine culture: why, how, and for whom?
Linda Brubaker (San Diego, California, United States)

Molecular diagnostics for UTI: ready for the clinic?
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Urinary Tract Infections (ESGUTI)

1-hour Symposium
MDR Gram-negative outbreaks in 2027: what every hospital must change today!

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The 2027 ESCMID recommendations for MDR-GNB outbreak prevention
Evelina Tacconelli (Verona, Italy)

Why outbreaks still fail: lessons from genomics, environmental reservoirs, and delayed diagnostics
Andreas Voss (Groningen, Netherlands)

Co-organised with: EUCIC Steering Committee
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1-hour Symposium
Heteroresistance: from detection to clinical impact

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Methodological advances in heteroresistance detection in Staphylococcus aureus
TBA

Heteroresistance in Gram-negative infections: does it matter at the bedside?
Dan Andersson (Uppsala, Sweden)

Co-organised with: ESCMID AMR Action Subcommittee

1-hour Symposium
Innovations in medical mycology trials

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Updated endpoints for responses to therapy and outcomes in clinical trials of invasive candidiasis
Jose Vazquez (Augusta, United States)

Designing a clinical trial to assess antifungal treatment duration for invasive aspergillosis
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID Fungal Infection Study Group (EFISG), Hellenic Society of Medical Mycology,
Lithuanian Society for Infectious Diseases (LID), Asia fungal Working Group (ISHAM)

1-hour Symposium
Parasites in the brain: clinical and diagnostic approaches and challenges

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The multifaceted clinical presentation of patients with parasitic CNS infections
Hugo Garcia (Lima, Peru)

Microbiological approach to patients with parasitic CNS infections: how do you make the diagnosis?
Jean-Pierre Gangneux (Rennes, France)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Clinical Parasitology (ESGCP), ESCMID Study Group for
Infectious Diseases of the Brain (ESGIB), ESCMID Sexually Transmitted Infections Study Group (ESTISG)
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1-hour Symposium
The neglected threat of Shigella infections: from a changing epidemiology to new transmission routes and
the rise of AMR

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The burden of Shigella infections: epidemiology, diversity and implications for control
Inacio Mandomando (Manhiga, Mozambique)

The XDR Shigella threat: from outbreak detection to clinical and public health response
Kate Baker (Cambridge, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Food- and Water-borne Infections Study Group (EFWISG)

1-hour Symposium
Susceptible today, resistant tomorrow: hidden mechanisms of antibiotic treatment failure

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Vancomycin-variable enterococci: silent resistance and diagnostic ambiguity
Ana Raquel Freitas (Porto, Portugal)

Antibiotic tolerance: a hidden driver of persistent and refractory infections
Joanne Hobbs (St Andrews, United Kingdom)

1-hour Symposium
Monoclonal or polyclonal antibodies for viral infections: challenges and promises

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Monoclonal or hyperimmune antibodies for RSV in immunocompromised patients: too much hype?
TBA

Polyclonal intravenous immunoglobulins for cellular therapy recipients: what do guidelines tell us?
Eleftheria Kampouri (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Scientific Affairs Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Respiratory Viruses
(ESGREV), International Immunocompromised Host Society (ICHS)
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1-hour Symposium
Progress in TB diagnosis

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

TB diagnosis in hard-to-reach populations
Francesco Di Gennaro (Bari, Italy)

Current status in evaluating and endorsing TB diagnostics
Mikashmi Kohli (Geneva, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: Danish Infectious Disease Society, ESCMID Study Group for Infections in Travellers and
Migrants (ESGITM), ESCMID Study Group for Mycobacterial Infections (ESGMYC)

1-hour Symposium
Live vaccines in the immunocompromised host: from transplantation to anti-interferon antibodies

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Measles vaccination after solid organ transplantation: why, when and for whom?
Laure F. Pittet (Geneva, Switzerland)

Impact of anti-interferon antibodies on vaccine-associated diseases: chikungunya, yellow fever, and
beyond

Co-organised with: ESCMID Vaccine Study Group (EVASG)
1-hour Symposium

Diagnostic excellence: less is more?

Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Evidence-based diagnostic excellence: linking test performance to clinical outcomes
TBA

Advanced diagnostic technologies: interpretation, utility, and stewardship implications
Ghada Zoubiane (London, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: American Society of Microbiology (ASM)
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1-hour Symposium
Urinary antigen vs molecular testing for Legionella: time to change the standard?

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Molecular testing: advantages and risks
Sophie Jarraud (Lyon, France)

Urinary antigen testing: diagnostics the old way
Anastasia Flountzi (Athens, Greece)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Legionella Infections (ESGLI)

1-hour Symposium
From policy to practice: new EU IPC guidance and tools

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Key implications of the EU IPC guidance
Nico Tom Mutters (Bonn, Germany)

Launching ECDC hyFive: a digital tool for hand hygiene monitoring
Aikaterini Mougkou (Stockholm, Sweden)

Co-organised with: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

1-hour Symposium
Food for thought: emerging foodborne threat detection and response modalities

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Machine learning and big data for food safety: from automated detection systems to emerging risk
identification
TBA

Next-generation anti-biofilm strategies: bacteriophages and endolysins
Muammer Géncloglu (Ankara, Tiirkiye)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Food- and Water-borne Infections Study Group (EFWISG), Microbiology

Society UK, ESCMID Study Group for Biofilms (ESGB)
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1-hour Symposium
Arboviral diseases in Europe: implications for substances of Human Origin safety

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Arbovirus transmission via substances of human origin: what the evidence shows
Andrea Angheben (Negrar di Valpolicella, Italy)

ECDC arbovirus-SoHO risk assessment and mitigation
Ruth Offergeld (Berlin, Germany)

Co-organised with: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

1-hour Symposium
Antibiotics and beyond: treating the infection, and the host, in life-threatening pneumonia

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Are antibiotics enough for CAP? Re-thinking treatment in severe community-acquired pneumonia
TBA

Beyond antibiotics: personalised pneumonia therapy
Sylvain Lother (Winnipeg, Canada)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Critically Ill Patients (ESGCIP), ESCMID Study Group for
Respiratory Viruses (ESGREV), American Thoracic Society

1-hour Symposium

Paediatric fungal infections: from immunodeficiency to oncology
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Unmasking immunodeficiency: fungal infections in apparently healthy children
TBA

Invasive fungal infections in paediatric leukaemia: are outcomes comparable across the Atlantic?
Maria Santolaya (Santiago, Chile)

Co-organised with: German-Speaking Mycological Society
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1-hour Symposium
Reconciling individual and population risks in antibiotic decision-making

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The bedside imperative: patient harm, benefit, and the limits of stewardship
Michael Klompas (Boston, United States)

Beyond the bedside: understanding how antibiotic use shapes population resistance
Koen Pouwels (Oxford, United Kingdom)

1-hour Symposium
Small RNAs, big threats: emerging roles of SRNAs in pathogens

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

sRNAs in clinically relevant biofilms
Kendra P. Rumbaugh (Lubbock, United States)

sRNA-mediated regulation in health and infectious disease
Orna Amster-Choder (Jerusalem, Israel)

1-hour Symposium
Toxoplasma on the move: from host cells to drug targets

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Toxoplasma colonisation and dissemination exploiting host cells
Antonio Barragan (Stockholm, Sweden)

Using Toxoplasma cell biology for novel drug discovery
TBA
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1-hour Symposium
Is air the missing link in infection control?

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The perils of hospital air
Lidia Morawska (Brisbane, Australia)

Is CO, monitoring a reliable indicator of ‘safe’ air?
Donald Milton (Washington, United States)

1-hour Symposium
Year in paediatric ID

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Epidemiology, diagnostics and treatments
Alasdair Munro (Southampton, United Kingdom)

Infection prevention and vaccines
TBA

1-hour Symposium
Year in public health

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Luisa Barzon (Padua, Italy)

Hanna M. Nohynek (Helsinki, Finland)
1-hour Symposium

Year in clinical microbiology
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Joseph Papaparaskevas (Athens, Greece)
Helena Zemlickova (Prague, Czech Republic)
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1-hour Symposium
Year in infectious diseases

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Steven Tong (Melbourne, Australia)
Michele Bartoletti (Milan, Italy)

1-hour Symposium

Year in infection control
Chairs:

TBA

TBA

Constantinos Tsioutis (Nicosia, Cyprus)
Walter Zingg (Zurich, Switzerland)
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Meet-the-Experts

Meet-the-Expert
How gut microbiome dynamics can improve precision medicine and affect vaccine efficacy

TBA
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic Infections (ESGAI), ESCMID Study Group for Host
and Microbiota Interaction (ESGHAMI)

Meet-the-Expert

The sloth fever surge: navigating the new landscape of imported arboviruses
Daniel Camprubi-Ferrer (Barcelona, Spain)

TBA

Meet-the-Expert

Leishmaniasis: an interactive dialogue with global experts

Nadira Karunaweera (Colombo, Sri Lanka)

TBA

Meet-the-Expert

Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream infection: some questions answered?

Catherine Liu (Seattle, United States)
Todd Lee (Montreal, Canada)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Bloodstream Infections Endocarditis and Sepsis (ESGBIES),

ESCMID Study Group for Staphylococci and Staphylococcal Diseases (ESGS), Society of Infectious
Diseases Pharmacists (SIDP)

Meet-the-Expert
Update on antiretroviral therapy for treatment and prevention of HIV: what's in the pipeline

Justyna Kowalska (Warsaw, Poland)
Chloe Orkin (London, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: Euroguidelines in Central and Eastern Europe Network Group
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Meet-the-Expert
Antifungal resistance and the global AMR policy

Paul Eduard Verweij (Nijmegen, Netherlands)
Nancy Chow (Atlanta, United States)

Co-organised with: Austrian Society for Medical Mycology, Nederlandse Vereniging voor Medische
Mycologie
Meet-the-Expert

Too much, too long, or unpreventably out of range? Antibiotic toxicity in ICU explained

Claire Roger (Nimes, France)
Antonios Katsounas (Bochum, Germany)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Critically Ill Patients (ESGCIP)
Meet-the-Expert
New and neglected fungal pathogens: recoghnition, diagnosis and management challenges

James Venturini (Campo Grande, Brazil)
Dallas Smith (Atlanta, United States)

Co-organised with: Sociedad Espaiiola de Enfermedades Infecciosas y Microbiologia Clinica, International
Society of Human and Animal Mycology

Meet-the-Expert

New antibiotics and stewardship in children: bridging the gap from adult evidence to paediatric practice
llias P. losifidis (Thessaloniki, Greece)

Brar Piening (Berlin, Germany)

Meet-the-Expert

Clean hands, safe care: investing in WASH for frontline prevention of AMR

Peace Okwaro (Kampala, Uganda)
Collins Himbala (Lusaka, Zambia)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Sustainability Commission, International Federation of Infection Control (IFIC)
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Meet-the-Expert
Anaerobic antimicrobial susceptibility testing in practice: methods and mechanisms

Marlene Amara (Paris, France)
Ulrik Stenz Justesen (Odense, Denmark)

Co-organised with: ESCMID AMR Action Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Anaerobic Infections
(ESGAI), EUCAST Steering Committee, Trainee Association of ESCMID (TAE) Steering Committee

Meet-the-Expert
Rapid diagnostic testing in paediatric infectious diseases: antigen tests to PCR and Al-supported diagnostic
stewardship

Robert Cohen (Créteil, France)
Malte Kohns Vasconcelos (Basel, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: French Pediatric Infectious Disease Group (GPIP), International Pediatric Association,
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Padiatrische Infektiologie (DGPI)

Meet-the-Expert
Challenges in antiviral therapy: from PK/PD to resistance

Anne-Grete Mértson (Leiden, Netherlands)
TBA

Meet-the-Expert
Establishing interpretive standards for AMR genotyping in clinical practice

Finlay Maguire (Nova Scotia, Canada)
Norelle Sherry (Melbourne, Australia)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (ESGARS), ESCMID
Study Group for Epidemiological Markers (ESGEM), ESCMID Study Group for Genomic and Molecular
Diagnostics (ESGMD)

Meet-the-Expert
Decision-making in the 21st century: how Al comes of age in clinical care

Sanjat Kanjilal (Amsterdam, Netherlands)
Carolina Garcia Vidal (Barcelona, Spain)
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Meet-the-Expert
Point prevalence surveys of healthcare-associated infections and antimicrobial use: from data to policy
changes

Katrien Latour (Brussels, Belgium)
Carl Suetens (Stockholm, Sweden)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Nosocomial Infections (ESGNI), European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC)
Meet-the-Expert

Vaccine uptake: practical solutions that work

Emilie Karafillakis (London, United Kingdom)
Michael Edelstein (Safed, Israel)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Vaccines Subcommittee
Meet-the-Expert
From water to lung: drowning-associated pneumonia

Ghislaine Descours (Lyon, France)
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Legionella Infections (ESGLI)
Meet-the-Expert
Protecting the immunocompromised child: vaccination and emerging infection prevention strategies

Maria Kourti (Thessaloniki, Greece)
Marieke Emonts (Newcastle, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Infections in Compromised Hosts (ESGICH)
Meet-the-Expert
Donor human milk and its banking

Aleksandra Wesotowska (Warsaw, Poland)
Angeliki Kontou (Patras, Greece)
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Meet-the-Expert
Anti-biofilm activity of phages: from in vitro to real infections

Joana Azeredo (Braga, Portugal)
Tristan Ferry (Lyon, France)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Biofilms (ESGB)

Meet-the-Expert
Polio eradication at a crossroads: polio and non-polio enterovirus resurgence and impact of travel and
migration

TBA
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Infections in Travellers and Migrants (ESGITM), ESCMID Study
Group for Public Health Microbiology (ESGPHM), European Society for Clinical Virology (ESCV)

Meet-the-Expert
Urinary tract infections throughout the life course

Penelope Bryant (Melbourne, Australia)
Caroline Charlier (Paris, France)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Maternal and Child Health (ESGMATCH), ESCMID Study Group
for Urinary Tract Infections (ESGUTI)

Meet-the-Expert
How to improve vaccine uptake in ethnic minority and migrant populations

Sally Hargreaves (London, United Kingdom)
Laura Nellums (Albuquerque, United States)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Infections in Travellers and Migrants (ESGITM), ESCMID Study
Group for Public Health Microbiology (ESGPHM), ESCMID Vaccine Study Group (EVASG)

Meet-the-Expert
Clinical practice guidelines: from the collaborative process of development to innovative strategies for
dissemination

Bianca Albers (Zurich, Switzerland)
Blin Nagavci (Gjakova, Kosovo)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Guidelines Subcommittee
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Meet-the-Expert
Diagnosing respiratory infections in the ICU: signal, noise, and uncertainty

Jean-Francois Timsit (Paris, France)
Giulia Menchinelli (Rome, Italy)

Meet-the-Expert
How best to build, run and finance an OPAT programme: a practical implementation guidance

Ronald Andrew Seaton (Glasgow, United Kingdom)
TBA

Meet-the-Expert
EUCAST: what's new in antimicrobial susceptibility testing

Erika Matuschek (Vaxjo, Sweden)
Paul Christoffer Lindemann (Bergen, Norway)

Co-organised with: EUCAST Steering Committee
Meet-the-Expert
What’s hot in sexually transmitted infections? New prevention, new therapeutics, new challenges

Ismail Maatouk (Beirut, Lebanon)
Magnus Unemo (Orebro, Sweden)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Sexually Transmitted Infections Study Group (ESTISG), ESCMID Study Group
for Mycoplasma and Chlamydia Infections (ESGMAC)

Meet-the-Expert
CNS infection as a driver of long-term neuropathology

Alberto Ascherio (Boston, United States)
TBA

Co-organised with: Italian Society for Microbiology
Meet-the-Expert
How to use new diagnostics in transplant infectious diseases

Katrien Lagrou (Leuven, Belgium)
Karoline Leuzinger (Basel, Switzerland)
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Meet-the-Expert
Managing implant- and catheter-associated infections when device removal is not feasible

Niccolo Buetti (Geneva, Switzerland)
Carlo Tascini (Udine, Italy)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Critically Ill Patients (ESGCIP); ESCMID Study Group for
Nosocomial Infections (ESGNI)

Meet-the-Expert
Beyond the obvious: decoding acute infections in the ICU

Xavier Wittebole (Brussels, Belgium)
Pedro Povoa (Lisbon, Portugal)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Critically Ill Patients (ESGCIP)

Meet-the-Expert
Meet the editors: publishing in top-tier clinical and basic science journals

Preeti Malani (Ann Arbor, United States)
Lia Parkin (New York, United States)

Meet-the-Expert
Beyond the pathogen: how host metabolism shapes infection outcomes

Emma Cecilia Wall (London, United Kingdom)
Neven Papic (Zagreb, Croatia)

Meet-the-Expert
Is waterless care in hospitals such a good idea?

Stephan Juergen Harbarth (Geneva, Switzerland)
Michael Weinbren (London, United Kingdom)

Meet-the-Expert
The diagnostic frontier: metagenomics and the hunt for the undifferentiated tropical fever

TBA
TBA
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Meet-the-Expert
How to perform high-quality microbiome studies in low-biomass body sites

Adi Weintraub (Be'er Sheva, Israel)
Alan Walker (Aberdeen, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Host and Microbiota Interaction (ESGHAMI)
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Educational Sessions

Educational Session
Airway microbiology in cystic fibrosis in the modulator era

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Airway microbiology in the CFTR modulator era: decline of pathogens or new ecology?
Pavel Drevinek (Prague, Czech Republic)

Staphylococcus aureus post-ETI: from colonisation to infection
Anna-Maria Dittrich (Hannover, Germany)

Pseudomonas aeruginosa in CF: persistence, resistance, and adaptation post-ETI
Helle Krogh Johansen (Copenhagen, Denmark)

Treating the CF lung: smarter antimicrobial decisions in the modern era
TBA

Co-organised with: Danish Society for Clinical Microbiology

Educational Session
Tackling and tracking resistant Candida infections in ICUs

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Management of Candida auris infections in the ICUs
Hakan Erdem (Ankara, Tlrkiye)

Candida auris in neonates and children: is it a problem?
Liat Ashkenazi-Hoffnung (Petach Tikva, Israel)

Invasive candidiasis in patients who use drugs
Marie Desnos-Ollivier (Paris, France)

Co-infections of COVID-19 and Candida: a viscous gut-lung axis
TBA

Co-organised with: International Society of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy (ISAC), ESCMID Fungal Infection
Study Group (EFISG), German-Speaking Mycological Society, Medical Microbiology and Infectious
Diseases Society of Pakistan, Paul-Ehrlich-Gesellschaft fiir Chemotherapie e.V. (PEG), Romanian Society
for Medical Mycology and Mycotoxicology (SRMMM), International Society of Human and Animal Mycology,
European Confederation of Medical Mycology (ECMM), British Society for Medical Mycology
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Educational Session
Hot issues in neutropaenia

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Empirical antimicrobial therapy in the era of multi-drug resistance
Dionysios Neofytos (Geneva, Switzerland)

Less could be more? Antimicrobial stewardship in haematology and HSCT
Alan Abdulla (Rotterdam, Netherlands)

Rapid diagnostics and diagnostic stewardship
Malgorzata Mikulska (Genoa, Italy)

Breakthrough fungal infections
Fanny Lanternier (Paris, France)

Educational Session
Challenging cases in neutropaenic patients and transplant infectious diseases

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

An infectious disease conundrum in an adult SOT patient
Rocio Alvarez Marin (Seville, Spain)

Resistant and refractory viral infection in an adult patient with HSCT
Roy Chemaly (Houston, United States)

Fever in a neutropaenic child with an MDR pathogen
TBA

Strongyloides and Leishmania inimmunocompromised hosts: old parasites, new problems
Wanessa Clemente (Belo Horizonte, Brazil)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Scientific Affairs Subcommittee, International Immunocompromised Host
Society (ICHS)
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Educational Session
Beyond viral infection: chronic inflammation, non-communicable diseases, and ageing

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Measuring biological ageing in people with HIV: epigenetics, proteomics, and clinical interpretation
Philip E. Tarr (Basel, Switzerland)

HIV and non-communicable diseases: managing the chronic inflammatory state
Jens D. Lundgren (Copenhagen, Denmark)

Are post-acute infection syndromes one disease or many? Lessons from coronaviruses and beyond
Rachael Evans (Leicester, United Kingdom)

What remains after cure? Long-term systemic consequences of hepatitis C
Marina Klein (Montreal, Canada)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Lyme Borreliosis (ESGBOR), ESCMID Study Group for
Respiratory Viruses (ESGREV)

Educational Session
Emerging zoonotic and vector-borne viral infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Mpox in the Democratic Republic of Congo: expanding outbreaks and global implications
TBA

The changing epidemiology of CCHF: climate-driven tick expansion and implications for Europe
TBA

Understanding Ebola haemorrhagic fever epidemics: from virology to treatment and prevention
Andrew Kambugu (Kampala, Uganda)

Emerging viruses from South America: threats and mitigation opportunities
Carlos Brites (Salvador, Brazil)

Co-organised with: Infectious Diseases and Clinical Microbiology Specialty Society of Turkey (EKMUD),
ESCMID Sexually Transmitted Infections Study Group (ESTISG), ESCMID Vaccine Study Group (EVASG),
Turkish Society for Clinical Microbiologists (KLIMUD), Brazilian Society of Infectious Diseases (SBI)
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Educational Session
Unresolved challenges in sepsis pathogenesis and management: towards precision management

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Limitations of the existing sepsis definitions
Michael Bauer (Jena, Germany)

High-risk patients: defining subpopulations at risk for poor outcomes
Adam Linder (Lund, Sweden)

Does the choice of antibiotics make a difference?
Garyfallia Poulakou (Athens, Greece)

Channeling host response: challenges to implementation of immune modulation to improve outcomes
Antoine Roquilly (Nantes, France)

Co-organised with: European Sepsis Alliance (ESA), Hellenic Society for Chemotherapy, France Society of
Intensive Care (FSIC), ESCMID Study Group for Bloodstream Infections Endocarditis and Sepsis (ESGBIES),
ESCMID Study Group for Mycobacterial Infections (ESGMYC)

Educational Session
Hantaviruses across the globe: from clinical recognition to disease X preparedness

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Old and new world hantaviruses: ecology, evolution, transmission, and human infection
TBA

Coordinated multi-country response to the 2026 hantavirus outbreak
TBA

Preparedness and laboratory diagnosis of hantavirus infection
Chantal B.E.M. Reusken (Bilthoven, Netherlands)

From hantavirus to disease X: travel medicine, zoonotic spillover, and preparedness for emerging infections
Klara Sondén (Stockholm, Sweden)

Co-organised with: Danish Infectious Disease Society, Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir
Infektionskrankheiten und Tropenmedizin (OEGIT), European Respiratory Society (ERS)
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Educational Session
Operational readiness for AMR solutions in challenging healthcare settings

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

AMR as a stress test for hospitals: why implementation gaps matter
Johan Van Eldere (Leuven, Belgium)

Rapid diagnostics in the real world: when do they actually change decisions?
Tina Lovleen Joshi (Limerick, Ireland)

Beyond access: implementing novel antimicrobials safely and effectively
Hatim Sati (Geneva, Switzerland)

Hospitals under pressure: operational lessons from resource-constrained settings
Deepak Kumar (Jodhpur, India)

Educational Session
Sustainable IPC and stewardship: a pragmatic toolkit for carbon, care, and co-benefits

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Counting the carbon: measuring the environmental footprint of IPC and where the evidence still falls short
TBA

Single-use versus reusable in IPC: lifecycle evidence, infection risk, and pragmatic procurement choices
Juliette Severin (Rotterdam, Netherlands)

Stewardship as climate action: how AMS reduces antibiotic use, packaging, and carbon — the quadruple
win
Claire Hobson (Paris, France)

Sustainable microbiology laboratories: waste reduction, diagnostic stewardship and quality of care
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial stewardship (ESGAP), ESCMID Study Group for
Nosocomial Infections (ESGNI), ESCMID Sustainability Commission, EUCIC Steering Committee,
Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN)
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Educational Session
Ahead of the outbreak: epidemic intelligence tackling infectious diseases

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Before the outbreak reaches your setting: the role of epidemic intelligence
Alba Méndez Brito (Berlin, Germany)

Intelligence at your reach: a deep dive into EpiAlert and other global public health surveillance products
Martin Peter Grobusch (Amsterdam, Netherlands)

When it can't wait: epidemic intelligence in mass gatherings
Jon Bilbatua (Stockholm, Sweden)

Travel medicine in the age of real-time epidemic intelligence
Cornelia Staehelin (Bern, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: EPIET alumni network (EAN), ESCMID Emerging Infections Subcommittee

Educational Session
From genomes and mobilomes to patient care and infection control

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

How to interpret plasmids and mobile genetic elements in bacterial genomes
Monika Dolejska (Plzen, Czech Republic)

How genomics changes outbreak investigation and infection prevention
John W. A. Rossen (Groningen, Netherlands)

The hospital’s fifth column: MDR bacteria as reservoirs for carbapenemase plasmids
Henrik Hasman (Copenhagen, Denmark)

Platform-agnostic bioinformatics pipeline for actions in healthcare settings
Jill Hagey (Atlanta, United States)

Co-organised with: US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Educational Session
Al in everyday infection care: from hype to hospital

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Antibiotics and algorithms: can Al support antimicrobial decision-making?
Daniele Roberto Giacobbe (Genoa, Italy)

Al for sepsis and critical care: lessons from real-world implementation
Shruti Gohil (Irvine, United States)

Al on the ward, in the lab and at the desk: everyday uses for infection teams
Giorgia Carra (Lausanne, Switzerland)

When good algorithms go bad: bias, model drift, and algorithm vigilance for the IPC team
Silvana Gastaldi (Mazzano, Italy)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group on Artificial Intelligence and Digitalisation (ESGAID), Clinical
Infectious Diseases Society of India

Educational Session
Reverse zoonoses: transmission of human-associated pathogens to animals

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Human TB: a threat to wild elephants
Rajesh Man Rajbhandari (Kathmandu, Nepal)

Global transmission of influenza viruses from humans to swine
TBA

Extended-spectrum B-lactamase/AmpC- and carbapenemase-producing Enterobacterales in humans: a
threat for their animals?
Scott Weese (Guelph, Canada)

The fall and rise of group B Streptococcus in dairy cattle: reintroduction due to host jumps?
Chiara Crestani (Paris, France)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Veterinary Microbiology (ESGVM), European College of
Veterinary Microbiology (ECVM)
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Educational Session
Less is less: dosing challenges at the lower end of the body size spectrum

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Elderly and frail patients: antimicrobial treatment beyond chronological age
TBA

Patients with cachexia: antimicrobial treatment during catabolic disease
Emine Ecem Kilinc (Ankara, Tlrkiye)

Malnourished patients: antimicrobial treatment challenges in low-resource settings
TBA

The GLP-1 patient: treatment considerations in rapid therapeutic weight loss
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID PK/PD of Anti-Infectives Study Group (EPASG)

Educational Session
Protection from infection at the maternal-infant interface

Chairs:

TBA
TBA

Decoding placental antibody transfer and its impact on infant immunity
Eleni Vergadi (Heraklion, Greece)

Maternal vaccination: implementation and real-world impact
Flor Munoz (Houston, United States)

Maternal infections affecting the foetus and newborn: prevention and management
Vassiliki Papaevangelou (Athens, Greece)

Protecting the newborn after birth: prevention of infections in early life
Angela Dramowski (Cape Town, South Africa)

Co-organised with: European Society of Paediatric Infectious Diseases (ESPID)
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Educational Session
When the guidelines run out: real-world IPC dilemmas in ethics, resources, and communication

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Who gets the last single room? Structured triage when isolation needs exceed capacity
Elena Carrara (Verona, Italy)

The patient difficult to discharge: cross-sectoral IPC, disclosure, and responsibility for MDR carriers
Margreet C. Vos (Rotterdam, Netherlands)

From evidence to everyday care: the relational and compassionate work of IPC
Julie Storr (Glasgow, United Kingdom)

The outbreak you didn't know you had: WGS, transparency, and what to tell patients
Alexander Sundermann (Pittsburgh, United States)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Nosocomial Infections (ESGNI), EUCIC Steering Committee,
UEMS Infection Control MJC

Educational Session
Fork to brain: food-borne neurological infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Changing epidemiology and increasing burden of Listeria monocytogenes in Europe: from reservoirs to
neurological disease
Juan Quereda Torres (Valencia, Spain)

Campylobacter and Guillain-Barré syndrome: update on epidemiology, mechanisms, and management
Diederik van De Beek (Amsterdam, Netherlands)

When food poisoning reaches the brain: the case of Bacillus cereus toxin cereulide
Monika Ehling-Schulz (Vienna, Austria)

Clostridium botulinum: diagnosis, control and management challenges
Katja Selby (Helsinki, Finland)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Food- and Water-borne Infections Study Group (EFWISG), ESCMID Scientific
Affairs Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Infectious Diseases of the Brain (ESGIB), Société de
Pathologie Infectieuse de Langue Frangaise, ESCMID Study Group for Clostridioides difficile (ESGCD)
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Educational Session
Beyond the bench: automation and Al transforming the diagnostic microbiology laboratory

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Automation and artificial intelligence in microbiology laboratories: from promise to practical
implementation
Maurizio Sanguinetti (Rome, Italy)

Detecting outbreaks using Al and whole genome sequencing
Friederike Maechler (Berlin, Germany)

From spectra to genomes: Al-driven AMR prediction across MALDI-TOF and sequencing
Adrian Egli (Zurich, Switzerland)

Automation beyond high-income countries: strategic planning in public health laboratories
Nazir Ismail (Parktown, South Africa)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group on Artificial Intelligence and Digitalisation (ESGAID), ESCMID
Professional Affairs Subcommittee, ESCMID Study Group for Mobile Elements and Plasmids (ESGMAP),
ESCMID Study Group for Epidemiological Markers (ESGEM)

Educational Session
Thinking like an ID specialist: clinical reasoning in complex infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Pattern recognition vs analytical reasoning in infectious diseases
Nick Daneman (Ontario, Canada)

Managing diagnostic uncertainty in complex infections
Muhammed Niyas Vettakkara Kandy (Thiruvananthapuram, India)

Coghnitive biases in infectious diseases: recognition and mitigation
Emily McDonald (Montreal, Canada)

Case analysis: expert reasoning meets real-time Al support
Sureshkumar Dorairajan (Chennai, India)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Professional Affairs Subcommittee
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Educational Session
Practical guidance for implementing genomics in a clinical microbiology laboratory

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Getting started: use cases and funding
Patricia Simner (Rochester, United States)

Implementing sequencing in the wet lab
TBA

Where do we start with bioinformatics?
Torsten Seemann (Melbourne, Australia)

Reporting and communicating genomics results to clinicians and beyond
Judith Breuer (London, United Kingdom)

Educational Session
Beyond evidence: implementing antibiotic allergy into antimicrobial stewardship practice

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Lessons from the International Network of Antibiotic Allergy Nations (iNAAN)
Elise Mitri (Victoria, Australia)

Antibiotic allergy for AMS: implementing risk-stratified testing for varied phenotypes, populations, and
settings
Jason Trubiano (Victoria, Australia)

Antibiotic-associated severe drug reactions: pathways to safer prescribing
Jonny Peter (Cape Town, South Africa)

From evidence to practice: lessons from the ESCMID antibiotic allergy guidelines
Mark G. J. De Boer (Leiden, Netherlands)
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Educational Session
Fungal genomics, resistome mapping and precision mycology

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Introduction to fungal genomes and genomics
TBA

Implementation and reporting from genomic fungal AMR data
Andrew Gador-Whyte (Windsor, Australia)

Al-assisted interpretation of fungal diagnostics: hype or clinical reality?
Norman van Rhijn (Oxford, United Kingdom)

Clinical metagenomics for fungal infections
Baptiste Hamelin (Basel, Switzerland)

Educational Session
Care or cure? Antibiotic decisions in older adults with complex care needs

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Infection or non-specific decline? Diagnostic challenges in older adults
Claire Roubaud-Baudron (Bordeaux, France)

Intracellular bacterial infections in older adults: from elusive diagnosis to treatment burden
Jan Jelrik Oosterheert (Utrecht, Netherlands)

Shared decisions, not default decisions: optimising antibiotic use in older patients
Daniel Karlin (Los Angeles, United States)

Culture and policy: how end-of-life antibiotic decisions differ across settings
Shin Hye Yoo (Seoul, South Korea)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Ethics Advisory Committee (EEAC), ESCMID Study Group for Antimicrobial
stewardship (ESGAP), ESCMID Study Group for Infections in the Elderly (ESGIE)
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Educational Session
Non-tuberculous mycobacteria: challenges and opportunities from bench to bedside

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

The diagnostic gap: how can we speed NTM diagnosis
Onya Opota (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Bridging bench to bedside for NTM: the rifamycin case study
Thomas Dick (Nutley, United States)

The treatment gap: why we still lack effective therapies
Kozo Morimoto (Tokyo, Japan)

NTM in the elderly: navigating complexity
Natalie Lorent (Leuven, Belgium)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Genomic and Molecular Diagnostics (ESGMD), ESCMID Study
Group for Mycobacterial Infections (ESGMYC), NTMnet, ESCMID Study Group for Infections in the Elderly
(ESGIE)

Educational Session
A masterclass introduction to life-threatening parasitic infections

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Rings and red cells: overcoming diagnostic hurdles in life-threatening blood parasitosis
Sapha Barkati (Montreal, Canada)

Caught too late: addressing the diagnostic challenges of free-living amoebae
Aravind Reghukumar (Kerala, India)

Deciphering the stages: clinical and diagnostic pitfalls in Trypanosoma infections
Emmanuel Bottieau (Antwerp, Belgium)

The silent auto-multiplier: overcoming diagnostic hurdles in fatal strongyloidiasis
Martin Montes (Lima, Peru)

Co-organised with: British Infection Association (BIA), ESCMID Study Group for Clinical Parasitology
(ESGCP)
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Educational Session
EUCAST user workshop

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

EUCAST update
Séren Gatermann (Bochum, Germany)

Carbapenem testing and reporting
Anouk Edwina Muller (The Hague, Netherlands)

How are disk diffusion breakpoints developed?
TBA

Rapid AST from blood cultures: how does it work?
Oskar Ekelund (V&xjo, Sweden)

Co-organised with: EUCAST Steering Committee

Educational Session
Rethinking viral hepatitis: overlooked transmission routes and global hotspots

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Hepatitis D in the Caucasus: what can the world learn from a high-burden region?
Gulnara Aghayeva (Baku, Azerbaijan)

The hepatitis E landscape in Pakistan: lessons for the world
Lubna Kamani (Karachi, Pakistan)

The epidemiology of hepatitis A in Europe: MSM and injection drug use
Massimo Puoti (Milan, Italy)

Can blood still transmit hepatitis B and C in Europe?
William Irving (Nottingham, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: Euroasian Gastroenterological Association (EGA); Pakistan Gastroenterology and Liver
Disease Society (PGLDS)
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Educational Session
Redesigning clinical trials in infectious diseases: from unmet needs to practice-changing evidence in the
era of AMR

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Advances in infectious diseases clinical trials to better inform clinical decision-making
Scott Evans (Bethesda, United States)

Adaptive platform trials and syndromic cohorts: a new paradigm for infectious diseases research
Lennie Derde (Utrecht, Netherlands)

Generating actionable evidence across regions: linking burden, trials, and policy in AMR
Jennifer Cohn (Philadelphia, United States)

From evidence generation to implementation: designing trials that change practice
Mo Yin (Singapore, Singapore)

Co-organised with: CMI Board of Editors, European Clinical Research Alliance on Infectious Diseases
(ECRAID), Antibacterial Resistance Leadership Group (ARLG), Advancing Clinical Evidence in Infectious
Diseases (ADVANCE-ID), ESCMID Guidelines Subcommittee

Educational Session
Myth busters in diagnostic microbiology

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

‘A negative culture means no infection’: when no growth still means disease
Bhanu Sinha (Groningen, Netherlands)

Molecular is faster, but is it better?
Paula Mélling (Orebro, Sweden)

Errors and pitfalls in serology: is IgM a good indicator for acute infection?
Klaus-Peter Hunfeld (Diisseldorf, Germany)

The biomarker is positive, so it’s invasive fungal disease: reading galactomannan and B-D-glucan honestly
Cornelia Lass-Florl (Innsbruck, Austria)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Genomic and Molecular Diagnostics (ESGMD), Swiss Society
for Microbiology (SSM), Clinical Microbiologists of Finland, Dutch Society for Medical Microbiology
(NVMM), ESCMID Professional Affairs Subcommittee, Nordic Society of Clinical Microbiology and
Infectious Diseases (NSCMID)
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Educational Session

Case-based approach to clinical syndromes in the tropics and among travellers

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Dermatological syndromes in the tropics
Francisco Bravo (Lima, Peru)

Shifting syndromes, shifting suspicion: recognising parasitic disease across the acute—chronic continuum

Jaime R. Torres (Caracas, Venezuela)

Fever in returned travellers
Karin Leder (Melbourne, Australia)

Eosinophilia in mobile populations: a clinical triage approach

Laura Nabarro (London, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Study Group for Clinical Parasitology (ESGCP), ESCMID Study Group for
Forensic and Postmortem Microbiology (ESGFOR), ESCMID Study Group for Maternal and Child Health

(ESGMATCH)

Educational Session
It's all about biofilm: surfaces, sinks, skin, and synthetics

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

What is hard surface biofilm, and do we need to remove it?
Jean-Yves Maillard (Cardiff, United Kingdom)

Dangerous pipes! The rise of wet surface biofilm
Michael Weinbren (London, United Kingdom)

Wounds that never heal
TBA

Biofilm coats catheters... and everything else
Marta Hernandez-Meneses (Barcelona, Spain)
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Educational Session
Infectious diseases research in the 21st century: a critical assessment of integrity, quality and
accountability

Chairs:
TBA
TBA

Are there research integrity issues specific to ID?
Andre Kalil (Omaha, United States)

FAIR principles for data sharing: do they make sense for ID?
Dafna Yahav (Ramat-Gan, Israel)

Prediction is not causation: modern statistical approaches for infectious diseases research
Martin Wolkewitz (Freiburg, Germany)

Should we still do time-series analyses in infection prevention and control studies?
Sonia Boender (Amsterdam, Netherlands)
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Open Forums

Open Forum
Publishing in the new age: opportunities and threats

Chair:
TBA

Writing, reviewing, publishing: Al's expanding role in science
Isabell Wagenhéuser (Wiirzburg, Germany)

Al reviewers are here, but are not ready....
TBA

Peer-review ethics in the Al era
Angela Huttner (Geneva, Switzerland)

Co-organised with: CMI Board of Editors, CMI Communications Board of Editors, ESCMID Ethics Advisory
Committee (EEAC)

Open Forum
ID pharmacists’ corner

Chair:
TBA

The role of the clinical pharmacist in managing difficult-to-treat infections: a case of IMP-producing
Pseudomonas aeruginosa
Emily Heil (Baltimore, United States)

The role of the clinical pharmacist in managing difficult-to-treat cytomegalovirus infections
Tom G. Jacobs (Hilversum, Netherlands)

Building capacity for pharmacists managing difficult-to-treat infections
Jose Pablo Diaz Madriz (San José, Costa Rica)

Co-organised with: British Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy (BSAC), ESCMID Study Group for
Antimicrobial stewardship (ESGAP), European Society of Clinical Pharmacy (ESCP), CMI Communications
Board of Editors; Society of Infectious Diseases Pharmacists
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Open Forum
Ethical dilemmas in infectious diseases: from bedside to publication

Chair:
TBA

Who deserves the last active antibiotic? Ethical dilemmas in antimicrobial stewardship
Pilar Retamar Gentil (Seville, Spain)

Research ethics during outbreaks and in vulnerable populations
Euzebius Jamrozik (Melbourne, Australia)

Publication ethics in infectious diseases: pressure, misconduct and misinformation
Leonard Leibovici (Yahud, Israel)

Open Forum
Novel consent models in clinical trials: challenging the status quo

Chair:
TBA

Simplified layered consent: how to do it?
Sean Wei Xiang Ong (Toronto, Canada)

Delayed consent: when and how to use it
TBA

Non-synchronous consent: is a direct conversation needed right away?
Mats Lassen (Copenhagen, Denmark)

Co-organised with: CMI Communications Board of Editors

Open Forum
From idea to implementation: designing interactive learning in CM/ID education

Chair:
TBA

Setting the compass: defining learning objectives for gamified CM/ID education
Sara Dong (Harvard, United States)

Tools of the trade: practical resources and platforms for interactive learning
Anette Friedrichs (Kiel, Germany)

Pitfalls and pivots: what goes wrong (and how to recover)
Daniel Grupel (Jerusalem, Israel)

Co-organised with: Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Infektiologie, Israeli Society for Infectious Diseases
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Open Forum
The future CM/ID training

Chair:
TBA

The changing face of infection prevention workforce
Filippo Medioli (Milan, Italy)

Near-peer teaching from evidence to bedside practice
Deborah Burdsall (Palatine, United States)

Strategic career mapping: from trainee to visible leader
Yousra Kherabi (Paris, France)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Professional Affairs Subcommittee, ESCMID Education Subcommittee,

Trainee Association of ESCMID (TAE) Steering Committee, Association for Professionals in Infection
Control and Epidemiology (APIC)

Open Forum
Gender equity in infectious diseases: career, leadership and policy

Chair:
TBA

From data to action: can we change who speaks?
Judith Asin (Nairobi, Kenya)

Women in the infectious diseases workforce: barriers, bias, and leadership gaps
Mary Horgan (Dublin, Ireland)

From evidence to action: policy and practice to reduce gender inequities
TBA

Co-organised with: ESCMID Parity Commission
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Open Forum
Disinformation in science: from erroneous studies and papers to systemic integrity

Chair:
TBA

Can we always trust the scientific literature?
Ivan Oransky (New York, United States)

Systemic drivers of disinformation in science and what researchers can do differently
TBA

From paper to headline: how science journalism can counter or amplify disinformation
Krithi Karanth (Bengaluru, India)

Co-organised with: CMI Board of Editors, ESCMID Study Group for Public Health Microbiology (ESGPHM),
Portuguese Society of Microbiology (SPM)

Open Forum
IPC nurses' corner

Chair:
TBA

Infection control in nursing homes: if you want prevention — design for it!
Ina Willemsen (Achtmaal, Netherlands)

Network integration of infection prevention and control across three acute-care hospitals
Nikki Vanbrabant (Hasselt, Belgium)

IPC re-booted: integrating infection prevention and control into electronic health records
TBA

Co-organised with: EUCIC Steering Committee
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Open Forum
Pathways to leadership and development

Chair:
TBA

How can self-leadership drive your career success?
Riina Richardson (Manchester, United Kingdom)

Leadership tools to guide you from resident to mentor
Siri Goepel (Tiibingen, Germany)

The Fleming Initiative: building sustainable AMR workforce capacity
Kerri Hill-Cawthorne (London, United Kingdom)

Co-organised with: ESCMID Education Subcommittee, ESCMID Professional Affairs Subcommittee,
Trainee Association of ESCMID (TAE) Steering Committee
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