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ESCMID Council Meeting 2026 
-Hybrid in Munich, Germany- 
Monday, 20. April 2026, 16:00 – 17:30 CEST 

 
 
Agenda 
 
1 Brief welcome (Robert Skov) 
2 Business Matters (Jon S. Friedland) 
3 Collaboration (Jon S. Friedland) 
4 Feedback Round - Questions from Affiliated Societies (All) 
5 Miscellaneous (Robert Skov) 
6 Closing remarks (Robert Skov) 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes 
 
1 Brief welcome 
 Welcome and the introduction of the ESCMID Executive Committee. The role of the 83 

affiliated societies worldwide was highlighted, with thanks extended to attendees for 
their ongoing engagement. The importance of these partnerships in advancing ESCMID’s 
scientific, educational, and policy missions was mentioned, reinforcing that affiliated 
societies are a valued part of the ESCMID family and that close collaboration remains a 
priority. 

2 Business Matters 
 Affiliates were reminded to keep ESCMID informed of any changes in leadership or 

primary contacts. Updates can be submitted via network@escmid.org or through the 
contact form on the ESCMID website. The affiliation fee model, based on a scale 
according to country income levels, was also reminded, reflecting ESCMID’s 
commitment to fairness and inclusivity. Invoices for 2027 will be issued in Autumn 2026. 

3 Collaboration 
 ESCMID Global support  

Each affiliated society is entitled to i) one free registration for a representative to attend 
the Council Meeting and engage with the ESCMID Executive Committee and ii) may 
nominate one young scientist to receive free registration plus 500 EUR to support travel 
and accommodation expenses. 

 ESCMID Global session proposal 
Thanks to all affiliated societies that submitted proposals for ESCMID Global 2026. 
While overall only 10% of all proposals are usually accepted, it is important to keep 
submitting ideas, especially joint proposals with study groups or partners, as these tend 
to be well received. ESCMID Global 2027 will be held in Stockholm, 09-13 April 2027, in a 
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hybrid format, similar to this year’s congress. Affiliates are encouraged to submit up to 
three proposals by 12 May 2026, helping to shape the scientific programme. 

 ESCMID postgraduate courses proposal 
Education remains one of ESCMID's core strategic pillars. The next call for 2027 
postgraduate course proposals will open on 17 June 2026. These courses can be in-
person or fully online (but not hybrid), and ESCMID provides support to organise them. 
Affiliates are encouraged to submit proposals to ensure the courses meet the needs of 
their members. 

 Grants/Fellowships/Events 
Affiliated Societies are encouraged to engage their network in participating to ESCMID 
opportunities such as scientific events endorsement, research grants and exchange 
programmes (observership and mentorship). 

 Local Champions  
A key new initiative to strengthen connections between ESCMID and regional networks, 
the Local Champions, was launched last year. Currently, 100 champions across 88 
countries are promoting ESCMID’s mission locally. Champions serve as ESCMID points 
of contact, fostering national visibility, encouraging membership, proposing educational 
priorities, and sharing grants and other opportunities. Affiliates are encouraged to 
nominate a candidate in countries not yet represented (if clinical microbiology and 
infectious diseases are two separate societies, a country can have two champions). 

 ESCMID co-organised conferences 
ESCMID co-organises other key conferences: GAMRIC, a new conference started in 
2025 on AMR in partnership with CARB-X, BEAM Alliance, GARDP, LifeArc, AMR 
Solutions, WHO – next edition will be on 22-24 September 2026, in Lisbon, Portugal; the 
Vaccine Conference has been relaunched in 2025 and the next one will take place in 
Lisbon, Portugal, 22-24 September 2027. Affiliates are welcome to join ESCMID at these 
conferences. 

 ESCMID Study Groups 
Study groups remain one of ESCMID’s fastest-growing strengths. The Study Groups offer 
benefits such as funding opportunities, research collaboration, and leadership 
pathways. Affiliates are encouraged to help identify emerging areas that could benefit 
from new group formation by proposing a new one, and to encourage their members to 
join international Study Groups, bringing like-minded people together. 

 Visibility and networking 
ESCMID is actively supporting affiliated societies through mutual promotion of events 
and initiatives. Affiliated societies are kindly asked to forward the ESCMID newsletter to 
their members, and in exchange, ESCMID can also promote their event on the official 
calendar on the ESCMID website. This is important to get our messages out to the world 
and keep everyone up to date.  

 ESCMID publication 
In addition to Clinical Microbiology and Infection (CMI), ESCMID launched its second 
journal in 2024: CMI Communications, an open-access publication that also serves as a 
platform for discussion. Affiliated Societies are encouraged to publish in ESCMID 
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journals, to engage with other ESCMID outputs, such as the new Epi Alert and 
Guidelines, and to follow ESCMID social media accounts for the latest updates. 

4 Feedback Round - Questions from Affiliated Societies (AS) 

 Public/policy statements 
ESCMID can influence policy in some areas (e.g., AMR, vaccines, SPF mentioned) but 
does not communicate directly to the public due to the large communications effort 
required. ESCMID aims to stay science-focused, avoid constant statements, and work 
with policymakers; ESCMID acknowledged that it should communicate its policy role 
more clearly to member societies. 

 Measuring AS “advertising” impact 
Question as to whether ESCMID has data showing how Affiliated Societies’ promotion 
affects membership: this is hard to quantify, though ESCMID can look at proxies like 
course/grant applications. 

 Immunocompromised host content visibility 
Content on immunocompromised hosts exists in ESCMID activities (congress, 
education, etc.) but might not be always obvious in titles. ESCMID is improving 
discoverability via AI personalized agendas/keywords and keyword filtering already 
exists in ESCMID Library/Media and congress programme. Strategic priority status is 
possible if membership requests it. 

 Merging Clinical Microbiology (CM) and Infectious Diseases (ID) 
Spain/Latin America representatives noted success coming from merging CM and ID 
and asked whether ESCMID should encourage national societies to do the same; 
acknowledged that national structures vary and the ecosystem is complex. 

 Cross-AS collaboration 
Question as to whether AS can collaborate with each other and council members can 
share contacts (opt-in): ESCMID can facilitate and invited societies to contact the office. 
AS were also informed about a working group on member engagement. 

 Advertising Affiliated Societies 
Question as to whether AS can be advertised more. ESCMID noted the prior initiative 
(ENC/ASC) at ESCMID Global, which was discontinued as underused by AS, but it could 
be restarted if societies are more active; ESCMID wants to focus on what AS find most 
valuable. 

5 Miscellaneous 

 Next ESCMID Global will take place in Stockholm (2027) and dates for 2028 were shared. 
All members were also encouraged to join the Assembly of Members. 

6 Closing remarks 

 The meeting concluded with a final reminder for attendees not to hesitate to reach out 
with any further questions or concerns. All attendees were thanked and encouraged to 
keep building a strong collaboration between the AS and ESCMID. 

 


