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Summary 
The World Health Organisation lists six neglected tropical diseases, five of which are caused 
by parasites.  But parasites are by no means confined to the tropics as, for example, 
leishmaniasis and cystic hydatid disease are both endemic to Europe and result in significant 
morbidity there.  Thus, specialists in clinical microbiology and infectious diseases, wherever 
they work, need a sound working knowledge of clinical parasitology.  In 2007, ESCMID 
formed the ESCMID Study Group for Clinical Parasitology (ESGCP) in order to improve 
awareness, research and teaching in this sub-speciality. 
This presentation will discuss current issues in the diagnosis and management of cutaneous 
leishmaniasis, schistosomiasis, strongyloidiasis and cystic hydatid disease as seen in clinical 
and laboratory practice in Europe. 
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