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European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases




ESGCD Executive Committee Meeting

Monday May 9th 2011, 19.30-20.30, Blue room 1

Milano, Italy

Present: Frédéric Barbut, Richard Bax, Anne Collignon, Fidelma Fitzpatrick, Reno Frei, Petra Gastmeier, Ed Kuijper and Paola Mastrantonio 

Apologies from Jean O’Driscoll, Emilio Bouza and Mark Wilcox.
1- Minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting held in Vienna (previously circulated).
Minutes of the executive committee meeting in Vienna were approved. 

2- New ESCMID Operating Procedures (EOPs) for Study Group Projects.
E. Kuijper encouraged all members to submit ideas and proposals to the executive committee. He also reminded those present that members can also apply for an ESCMID grants (30 000 €). P. Mastrantonio is interested in studying the antimicrobial patterns of the strains isolated during the last ECDIS. F. Barbut also specified that it would be interesting to compare different methods (including the disk diffusion method) for determining the antimicrobial susceptibility to metronidazole. Ed suggested that P. Mastrantonio and F. Barbut write a small proposal on this topic.

3. Programme proposals for 22nd ECCMID 2012 in London (submissions deadline is 26th May 2011).
The 22nd ECCMD will be held in London (March 31st – April 3rd 2012). The deadline for proposals is May 27th . Various propositions arose during the executive meeting : 1) new developments in the pathogenesis of C. difficile infection including the role of microbiota and immunity (A. Collignon, F. Barbut), 2) the epidemiology and clinical relevance of C. difficile in specific populations e.g. children, patients with IBD, patients in nursing home (F. Barbut) 3) C difficile infections and recurrences, different types, different treatments (M. Rupnik); the interest in probiotics (M. Hell) or 4) new alternatives in disinfection (M. Hell). Other suggestions are welcome.

3- Proposal for an ESCMID Postgraduate Education Course or Technical Workshop in 2012 (outside ECCMID). 
Frederic Barbut suggested that the postgraduate education could be integrated in the ECDIS-net project (WP2)

5- AOB

The discussion turned around how to increase the awareness of physicians of C. difficile infections, specially those who are not familiar with this infection such as GPs looking after patients in nursing homes. P. Gastmeier thought that the ECDC could help us by releasing data showing that incidence of CDI is much higher than that of MRSA. Another idea to reach this goal was to publish information about CDI during the European antibiotic awareness day (see http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/EAAD/Pages/Home.aspx/).P. Mastrantonio suggested producing a movie on C. difficile.

Next meeting could be in Dublin. The possibility of video or teleconference must also be explored.

On behalf of ESGCD:  

Frédéric Barbut and Ed Kuijper. 
